__________________________________________________

OPEN COUNCIL WORK SESSION
MUNICIPAL CENTER COUNCIL CHAMBERS
1616 HUMBOLDT AVENUE, WEST ST. PAUL, MN 55118
MONDAY, JANUARY 24, 2022
Immediately following Economic Development Authority Work Session
One or more council members may be attending this meeting virtually.
1. Welcome and Note Attendance
2. Agenda Item(s)
A. Explore West St. Paul Days Presentation
Documents:
OCWS ITEM - EXPLORE WEST ST. PAUL DAYS.PDF
EXPLORE WEST ST. PAUL DAYS PRESENTATION.PDF
B. Citywide Mask Requirement
Documents:
OCWS ITEM - CITYWIDE FACE COVERING REQUIREMENT.PDF
DRAFT RESOLUTION - ENCOURAGING ADHERENCE TO HEALTH SAFETY
GUIDELINES AND FACE COVERINGS IN PLACES OF PUBLIC
ACCOMMODATION.PDF
C. Future OCWS Items
Documents:
OCWS ITEM - FUTURE OCWS ITEMS.PDF
3. Regular Meeting Consent Agenda Review
4. Adjourn

If you need an accommodation to participate in the meeting, please contact the ADA Coordinator at
651 -552 -4108 or email ADA@wspmn.gov at least 5 business days prior to the meeting
www.wspmn.gov
EOE/AA

OCWS Item
Subject:
Meeting Date: January 24, 2022
Submitted/Presented by/Department: Sam Murphy, Recreation Programmer
Action Type
☐ Consent Item
☒ Discussion/Direction
☐ Public Hearing
☐ Informational Only
☐ Action/Motion
☐ Report
☐ Resolution
☐ Other: Click or tap here to enter text.
Action
Presentation of Explore West St. Paul Days – Staff asks for Council discussion and feedback on
this City sponsored event; general direction, daily schedule, block schedule overview.
Background
Staff presented ideas and the general framework of a rebranded City Celebration at the
November 22 OCWS.
Attachments
Previous Relevant Actions
Alternatives
Financial
Budgeted: ☐ Yes
Fund: Click or tap here to enter text.
Department: Click or tap here to enter text.
Account: Click or tap here to enter text.
Amount: Click or tap here to enter text.

☒ No Financial Impact
Click or tap here to enter text.
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Explore West St. Paul Days
DISCOVER YOUR WEST ST. PAUL

Thursday, August 11 –
Saturday, August 13

DAY 1: Thursday, August 11

• City Open House
• Starting later in the day
• Fireworks
• Partnership possibility with
Mendota Heights

DAY 2: Friday, August 12

• Parade
• Location to be determined.
Considering accessibility, safety,
impacts on residents, and traffic.
• Movie in the Dome
• Community vote on the showing

DAY 3: Saturday, August 13

Fitness

Art, Culture, & Environmental Fair

• Fitness / Healthy Living Event
• Art, Culture, and Environmental Fair
• Vendors, demonstrations, and performances
• Food trucks, beer garden, and band

Pop ROCKS

OCWS Item
Subject: Citywide Face Covering Requirement
Meeting Date: Monday, January 24th, 2022
Submitted/Presented by/Department: Nate Burkett, City Manager
Action Type
☐ Consent Item
☒ Discussion/Direction
☐ Public Hearing
☐ Informational Only
☐ Action/Motion
☐ Report
☐ Resolution
☐ Other: Closed Session
Action
If the Council decides to take action on this, amend the regular meeting agenda to include this item.
Adopt the temporary, emergency ordinance requiring face coverings in places of public accommodation.
OR
Adopt the resolution strongly encouraging all people to follow health safety guidelines, and
businesses to require face coverings in places of public accommodation.
OR
Discuss and take no formal action
Background
There are several cities in the metro area that have adopted temporary, emergency face
covering requirements. Some council members have indicated an interest in discussing
whether or not to adopt such a requirement.
A couple of items to consider when discussing:
 There are numerous studies and news reports suggesting that the current wave of COVID cases will
be subsiding in the next week. Is this requirement timely, and necessary in the near term to stem the
spread of COVID?
 Undoubtedly there will be reports of non-compliance. There are not significant staff resources
available to enforce this ordinance. Code enforcement staff will be instructed to send letters but not to
do on-site inspections unless there is an egregious offense. Police resources are already stretched to
the limit and are not available for significant enforcement activity. Police will be directed to have
complainants forward concerns to code enforcement, preferably through the city's webpage.
 Adopting this ordinance is different than previous face covering requirements, which were issued by
the State. In the past - if there were violations of the face covering requirement it was enforced by the
State. If this ordinance is adopted, staff will be responsible for any enforcement activity.
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OCWS Item
Subject: Citywide Face Covering Requirement
If this ordinance is adopted, Council may wish to consider:
 Providing signs that meet the requirement of the ordinance for businesses that request it
 Providing face coverings to businesses (subject to the city's ability to acquire face coverings)
Attachments
DRAFT Ordinance - Emergency Ordinance Requiring Face Coverings (still under legal review
as of publication, will be available at the meeting)
DRAFT Resolution - Encouraging Adherence to Health Safety Guidelines and Face Coverings
in Places of Public Accommodation
Previous Relevant Actions
Emergency Declaration
Alternatives
N/A
Financial
Budgeted: ☐ Yes
Fund: N/A
Department: N/A
Account: N/A
Amount: N/A

☐ No Financial Impact
N/A
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CITY OF WEST ST. PAUL
DAKOTA COUNTY, MINNESOTA
RESOLUTION NO. 22RESOLUTION ENCOURAGING ADHERENCE TO HEALTH SAFETY GUIDELINES
AND FACE COVERINGS IN PLACES OF PUBLIC ACCOMMODATION
WHEREAS, public health experts have determined that it is possible to transmit
COVID-19 even before a person shows symptoms; and,
WHEREAS, during the public health emergency, state and local health authorities
strongly encouraged all Minnesotans to wear a face covering when they leave their homes and
travel to any indoor public setting where social distancing measures are difficult to maintain (e.g.
grocery stores and pharmacies) and to follow relevant face covering guidelines issued by
governmental health authorities; and,
WHEREAS, since June 2021, the CDC identified new variants of the COVID-19 virus
which are present in the United States and medical experts determined that some of these
variants are significantly more contagious than previously known variants; and, WHEREAS, the
COVID-19 Delta variant has been determined by the CDC to be a “variant of concern” due to its
high transmissibility and continues to account for a large number of new cases sequenced in
Minnesota, thereby substantially increasing the potential risk of infection and the spread of the
virus through the community; and,
WHEREAS, the COVID-19 Omicron variant, which has been identified in Minnesota,
has been determined by the CDC to be a “variant of concern” and appears to be easily
transmitted; and,
WHEREAS, the Omicron variant accounts for 68% of the cases in Minnesota; and,
WHEREAS, 4.3% of more of all new COVID-19 cases have been in fully vaccinated
individuals ages 12 and up in Minnesota during recent reporting periods; and,
WHEREAS, new COVID-19 infections in West St. Paul are occurring at a rate higher
than at any time in the pandemic; and,
WHEREAS, the CDC continues to reinforce that the strongest defense against the Delta,
Omicron, and other potentially dangerous variants is through vaccination, proper use of a face
mask, avoidance of crowded spaces, good hand hygiene, and staying home when sick; and,
WHEREAS, the healthcare system is experimenting significant stress right now from the
sharp increase in COVID-19 infections and would benefit from people exercising more personal
protective measures to mitigate the spread of the Omicron variant.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, to achieve maximum protection against the
Omicron variant of COVID-19, that:
1. Residents, employees and guests in West St. Paul are requested and strongly encouraged by
the West St. Paul City Council to take all reasonable protective actions, such as wearing
appropriate face coverings, maintain social distancing in public places, washing hands regularly
and getting vaccinated, if possible, in order to reduce the spread and negative impacts of
COVID-19 during this period of infection surge caused by the Omicron variant; and
2. Staff is directed to develop strategies, build partnerships and take reasonable steps to help
provide the following to the residents of West St. Paul:
• Flu shots
• Rapid test access for COVID-19
• Opportunities for COVID-19 booster shots
• Providing high-quality masks to our residents that are effective against Omicron

Adopted by the City Council of the City of West St. Paul, Minnesota, this 24th day of January 2022.

Attest:

David J. Napier, Mayor

Nicole Tillander, City Clerk

Subject: Future OCWS Items
Meeting Date: January 24, 2022
Submitted/Presented by/Department: Nate Burkett, City Manager
Action Type
☐ Consent Item
☒ Discussion/Direction
☐ Public Hearing
☐ Informational Only
☐ Action/Motion
☐ Report
☐ Resolution
☐ Other: Click or tap here to enter text.
Action
NA
Background
The current list of planned OCWS topics:
January 24
• Springsted Economic Development Finance Review and Update
• Explore West St. Paul Days
February 14
• Sign Ordinance
• Robert Street Special Service District Presentation
February 28
• Public art vision and policies
• Annapolis Reconstruction
March 12 (Strategic Planning Session)
• Census data presentation
• Financial Policy Review
Date TBD/Under consideration
• Prevailing wage
• Assessment policy – mill and overlay vs reconstruct
• Cannabis/CBD/Tobacco incompatible uses
• Cannabis regulation framework
Attachments
None
Previous Relevant Actions
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OCWS Item
Subject: Future OCWS Items
None
Alternatives
Mayor and Council may suggest future OCWS items for consideration.
Financial
Budgeted: ☐ Yes
Fund: Click or tap here to enter text.
Department: Click or tap here to enter text.
Account: Click or tap here to enter text.
Amount: Click or tap here to enter text.

☒ No Financial Impact
Click or tap here to enter text.
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