CITY OF WEST ST. PAUL
1616 HUMBOLDT AVENUE, WEST ST. PAUL, MN 55118
_______________________________________________________
ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITTEE MEETING
NOVEMBER 6, 2019 AT 6:00PM
MUNICIPAL CENTER
LOBBY CONFERENCE ROOM
1. Call To Order
2. Roll Call
3. New Business
3.A. Approve October 2, 2019 Minutes
Documents:
100219.PDF
3.B. 1010 Dodd Vacant Lot Discussion
Documents:
11-6-19 1010 DODD DISCUSSION.PDF
4C ATTACHMENT - 1010 DODD PARCEL MAP.PDF
4C ATTACHMENT - 1010 DODD PARKING LOT OPT 1.PDF
4C ATTACHMENT - 1010 DODD PARKING LOT OPT 2.PDF
4C ATTACHMENT - SMITH DODD REALIGNMENT OPTIONS.PDF
4C COUNCIL REPORT - 1010 DODD RE-USE DISCUSSION.PDF
ENTRY SIGNAGE.JPG
LANDSCAPED ENTRY NODE 2.JPG
LANDSCAPED ENTRY NODE.JPG
PLANTING BEDS.JPG
SEA OF LILLIES.JPG
TREED CORNER LOT.JPG
4. Updates
4.A. Subcommittee
4.A.1. GreenStep Cities Program
4.B. City Council
4.C. Staff
4.D. Park & Recreation Committee
4.E. Planning Commission

4.C. Staff
4.D. Park & Recreation Committee
4.E. Planning Commission
5. Other
6. Adjourn
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------If you need an accommodation to participate in the meeting, please contact the ADA Coordinator at
651 -552 -4100, TDD 651 -322 -2323 at least 5 business days prior to the meeting

www.wspmn.gov

EOE/AA

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

West St. Paul Environmental Committee
October 2, 2019
West St. Paul Municipal Center-Administrative Conference Room
1. Call to order
The meeting was called to order at 6:06 pm.
2. ROLL CALL
Committee members in attendance: Carol Hall, Tara Wright, Kristy Otte, Jonathan Wagner, Jade Pennig,
Bob Gausman
Non-voting members present: Lisa Eng-Sarne, Dave Schletty
Members excused: Rebecca McCarty, Polly Saatzer
Guests: Dave Heller, Lisa Heller
Presenter: Claudia Egelhoff
3. NEW BUSINESS
a. The September meeting minutes were approved by the committee.
b. Site Plan Review 1200 Oakdale Avenue
Schletty presented the site plan for 1200 Oakdale Avenue. St. Croix Lutheran Academy would like to
expand its existing academic building and its chapel building to allow additional space for the fine
arts program. The plan calls for the removal of two quality trees equaling 34 caliper inches. The
trees will be replaced by four over-story Imperial Honey Locust trees equaling 10 caliper inches. This
will meet the 30 percent replacement code requirement. The applicant will also plant 6 coniferous
shrubs and 16 deciduous shrubs. The committee discussed the plan. The committee recommended
that the [contractor] buy from a supplier that is neonicotinoid free. They also talked about the
diversity of the proposed plant species. Schletty said the first two species are native to Minnesota.
He is not sure of the third. The committee said that they would like the tree species to be more
diverse.
A motion was made to approve the site plan.
Two friendly amendments were made:
 To add language that supports neonicotinoid-free plants and,
 To diversify the tree species from the Honey Locust with two native tree species.
The motion carried with the amendments. All Ayes.
c. Site Plan Review 240 Thompson Avenue East
Schletty presented the revised plan for 240 Thompson Ave East; since the last review, the applicant
has completed a tree inventory and made some revisions to the site plan. The applicant is “saving
the existing tree line along the west property line,” thus saving 127 caliper inches of quality trees.
The parking lot has also been rearranged. There is a condition of approval for a relocation of the pet
park. The applicant is removing 386 caliper inches and planting 182 caliper inches of new quality
trees. The applicant is compliant with city code.
The committee discussed the plan. Schletty said that the 153 apartment units would have
underground parking. Schletty clarified that spruce will be planted on top of the berm; it will block
headlights shining into the neighboring properties. Dave Heller commented on the revised plan and
shared his opinions of the proposed berm, trees, drainage issues, parking lot and the fencing issues.
He said that he appreciated the comments made by the committee. He is in opposition of the plan.
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The committee reviewed the recommendations made at the previous meeting. They made a
revised recommendation list.
The list included:
Plantings that are neonicotinoid-free
Native species planting
Pollinator-friendly planting
Dark Sky/Lighting considerations
Green Roof Construction
The site plan applicant work with neighbors on the future maintenance of the existing fence
line.
A motion was made to approve the site plan for 240 Thompson Ave East and to move the new list
of recommendations to Schletty for review and submittal. The motion carried. All Ayes.
4. OLD BUSINESS
a. Review Draft Climate Change Resolution
Egelhoff came before the committee to talk about the Climate Change Resolution draft.
The committee reviewed the resolution previously and suggested these revisions:
A third bullet point to incentivize methods and programs to aid in carbon sequestration and to
reduce carbon in the atmosphere.
To cite the Paris agreement (2015)
To change the word “aspirations,” to “objectives”
To include the City of West St. Paul in the resolution
Otte said the resolution also helps with the GreenStep program requirements.
Otte would like the resolution to be “done.” It has been 3 years since the climate resolution was
first introduced. Eng-Sarne said that a staff member would present the resolution to Council.
Council members may have questions regarding the resolution for follow up. Schletty said that it
would be worthwhile for Englehoff to be present at Council discussion.
A motion was made to pass the committee endorsement of the resolution to City Council. The
motion carried. All Ayes.
Schletty said that he would inform committee members and Engelhoff when the resolution comes
before Council.
5. UPDATES
a. Subcommittee Update
i.
GreenStep Cities Program- The subcommittee worked on the GreenSteps’ “Living Streets”
requirements. The City already performs some of the requirements; they need documentation.
Schletty said that the City Manager said that the City will not have any policy changes yet, but
said a “do whenever possible” option is feasible. Schletty will document what the City
currently has done. Otte mentioned documenting “Calming” measurements and the
roundabouts on Oakdale for the GreenSteps requirements. Wagner mentioned the upcoming
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underground tunnel on Robert Street. Otte asked about a CERT team (Clean Energy Resource
Team) or an Emergency Preparedness team in the City. Schletty said that the City does have a
team. The committee also talked about the zero sidewalk assessment; Council is moving to
“zero across the board” assessment for sidewalk construction.
b. City Council- Update
i. Adopt a Drain- Eng-Sarne announced the program at Council about a month ago.
ii. Committee Appointments- the City Manager has asked for committee members to
examine the Committee appointment process in order to demystify members’
appointments. The online application is being reviewed. Eng-Sarne asked for feedback
from committee members.
c. Staff Update- Nothing
d. Park and Recreation Committee- Gausman reported that the Wentworth Ave/Marthaler project is
underway; rainwater storage is being created in the park. The improvements, “class up the park.”
Dakota County has not completed their work yet; the trail will eventually come through the park.
The Art Park subcommittee has been working on getting art in the Oakdale/Butler lot. Gausman
said that there is a lot of potential for art in the cities.
e. Planning Commission- NA
6. OTHER- NA
7. ADJOURNMENT
With no other business before the Committee and with no objections, the Environmental
Committee meeting was adjourned at approximately 7:23 pm.

Environmental Comm. Report
To:

Environmental Committee Members

From:

Dave Schletty, Assistant Parks & Recreation Director

Date:

October 30, 2019

Discussion on 1010 Dodd Vacant Lot
BACKGROUND INFORMATION:
At the October 28, 2019 OCWS, the City Council discussed options for the vacant lot at 1010 Dodd.
(Memo and supporting documents attached) The Council had a thorough discussion and ultimately
referred the topic to the Environmental Committee for further discussion, brainstorming and
recommendations. The Council’s initial vision appears to be creation of an entry node for the
Smith/Dodd Mixed Use neighborhood that signals a sense of arrival/an area attraction with aesthetic
appeal, an educational component with landscape plantings, other visual components, and or similar
features.
For your reference, 1010 Dodd is an EDA owned parcel, in the SW quadrant of the intersection of
Smith, Dodd, just south of Bernard and west of the Doddway Center. While the EDA acquired the
property for future development, in 2015, its size and location make that an unlikely candidate for future
development, absent future expansion/property acquisition. Further, the Smith Avenue Small Area plan
created four roadway relocation options that absorb half or more of this parcel at some point in the
future (perhaps 10-20 years out). Hence, an interim use has been suggested.
During the Council discussion, many ideas were suggested. The key idea may be to create a community
maintained landscaped space. Some keyword suggestions include:
 Arboretum/landscape education
 Pollinator Friendly
 Native plantings
 Benches/seating areas
 Reflection opportunities
 Pathways
 Irrigation
 Trees
 Landscape lighting
 Perimeter decorative fencing
 Entry node/welcome signage; educational and directional signage (trail map)
 Parklets
 Food Trucks
 Xmas Tree
 Visual Art

There are a number of city and community groups/partners that may be involved including but not
limited to:
 Neighborhood and Business operators/owners
 Environmental Commission
 Green Thumb
 City Public Works Maintenance/Engineering
 Interested Community Volunteers, Designers, and Donors
 City Council
Finally, while there is no specific budget for this project it was suggested that the project could generate
donor interest. Project development components could include:
 Idea Charrettes
 Social Media/Marketing input/invites
 Creation of the Plan
 Friend and Fund raise
 Volunteer Construction
 Volunteer Maintenance
 Grant opportunities
There are a few attached pictures of some possible ideas and visions for this space to get your mind
going. At this starting point most ideas are still on the table, but remember this is most likely a
temporary use for a significant portion of the parcel that could be removed/redeveloped in 5-10-20 years
as area roadway infrastructure changes.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:
Staff recommends that the Environmental Committee discuss the opportunities for 1010 Dodd and
recommend additional options and any process ideas to the City Council.
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Disclaimer: Map and parcel data are believed to be accurate, but accuracy is not guaranteed. This is not a legal document and should not be substituted for a title search,appraisal, survey, or for zoning verification.

Figure 1: Re-alignment option 1
This option shows Smith Avenue leading into the Doddway Center parking lot. To proceed down
Smith Avenue drivers would have to take a right at the Smith Avenue and Dodd Road
intersection and then an immediate left onto Smith. This option also shows Bernard Street ending
in a cul-de-sac, never intersecting with Dodd Road. The result would likely be that drivers may
use the Doddway Center parking lot to make a connection between Bernard Avenue and Smith
Avenue. The PAC recommended to not keep this option in consideration.
The following three re-alignment options are still under consideration.
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Figure 2: Re-alignment option 2
Re-alignment option 2, as seen in figure 2, curves the southwest leg of Dodd Road into the north
leg of Smith Avenue creating the easiest travel motion on the two busiest legs of the intersection.
This option removes Albert Park between Bernard Street and Dodd Road. Instead, it has Bernard
Street and Dodd Road merge before they reach Smith Avenue, perpendicularly at a traffic signal.
This intersection would have shorter crosswalks than the current Smith Avenue and Dodd Road
intersection. Like option 1, it would also require drivers to take a left after the Smith Avenue and
Dodd Road intersection to continue south on Smith Avenue. This turn may help decrease speeds.
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Figure 3: Re-alignment option 3
Re-alignment option 3, as seen in figure 3, again has Dodd Road and Bernard Street merge
before they reach Smith Avenue while maintaining Albert Park. But then as Smith Avenue
continues south, there is a roundabout at which drivers choose between continuing south on
Smith Avenue or going southwest on Dodd Road. There is no traffic light in this option. There
are three crosswalks at the roundabout with concrete medians or pedestrian refuges in the middle
of each crosswalk. Roundabouts can help to slow speeds.
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Figure 4: Re-alignment option 4
Re-alignment option 4, as seen in figure 4, has Dodd Road and Bernard Street merging before
the traffic light at Smith Avenue while maintaining Albert Park, the same as option 3. Smith
Avenue continues directly south after the light. To reach Dodd Road again, drivers need to take a
90 degree right turn after the light. This sharp turn serves to decrease speeds on southbound
Smith Avenue. It also allows for shorter crosswalks. This option allows for the most on-street
parking on Smith Avenue, after the traffic light.
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City Council Report
To:

Mayor and City Council

From:

Ryan Schroeder, City Manager

Date:

October 28, 2019

1010 Dodd Re-Use Discussion
BACKGROUND INFORMATION:
On October 12, 2015 the EDA authorized the purchase of the property at 1010 Dodd for future
economic development purposes (parcel map enclosed). The purchase authorization was in the amount
of $150,000. This was followed by an authorization to demolish an existing structure on January 7,
2016 in the amount of $26,494. The 12,152 square foot property had been occupied by an Auto Repair
business prior to EDA acquisition.
In 2017 the City completed the Smith/Dodd Small Area Plan which included four differing roadway
configurations for the area. These configurations are enclosed and show that for each a significant
portion of this property could be absorbed by roadway infrastructure in the future.
In 2018 the City of Mendota Heights had suggested the use of a portion of the parcel as a memorial
location. Ultimately that proposed use was moved to the Village marketplace in Mendota Heights. In
July, 2018 City staff reviewed if an opportunity existing to create public parking on the parcel. Due to
parcel configuration it was determined that fewer than twenty spaces could be created (enclosed).
Engineering had estimated construction cost at $150,000 plus lighting and landscaping.
More recently, MNDOT used the parcel as a staging area for an adjacent road construction project.
Restoration of the parcel was completed within the past few months. The completion of this recent
improvement to Smith and Dodd suggests that future roadway realignments are likely several years into
the future absent significant area redevelopments creating increased pressure on area roadways.
Given all of the above, Council is requested to offer thoughts about continuing interim use of the parcel.
It is believed any use other than the current use (turf) should be limited in investment due to the eventual
probable outcome as roadway. One suggestion received that may meet the low investment
“requirement” is as a volunteer community garden or landscape site (an example might be the volunteer
maintenance landscape gardens at the 1.4 acre Mears Park in St. Paul).
FISCAL IMPACT:
Amount
Fund:
Department:
Account:
STAFF RECOMMENDATION:
Discussion

