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PARKS AND RECREATION ADVISORY
COMMITTEE MEETING
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS

1616 HUMBOLDT AVENUE, WEST ST. PAUL, MN 55118
OCTOBER 11, 2022 at 5:30PM
1. Roll Call
2. Adopt Minutes
2.A. Approve September 13, 2022 Minutes
Documents:
091322.PDF
3. Citizen Comments
4. New Business
4.A. Presentation On WSP Regional Athletic Center
Documents:
WSP RAC PRESENTATION.PDF
5. Old Business
5.A. Continued Core Values Discussion
Documents:
CORE VALUES 10-11.PDF
5.B. 2022 Halloween Events
5.C. Park Master Planning
5.D. Marthaler Redevelopment Update
5.E. Park Naming Policy
Documents:
ATTACHMENT - PARK NAMING POLICY 2-28-22.PDF

5.E. Park Naming Policy
Documents:
ATTACHMENT - PARK NAMING POLICY 2-28-22.PDF
6. Other
6.A. Council Updates
6.B. Staff Updates
6.C. Environmental Committee Liaison Updates
7. Adjourn

If you need an accommodation to participate in the meeting, please contact the ADA Coordinator at
651 -552 -4108 or email ADA@wspmn.gov at least 5 business days prior to the meeting
www.wspmn.gov
EOE/AA

WEST ST. PAUL PARKS & RECREATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE
MEETING MINUTES
5:30 PM, Tuesday, September 13, 2022
West St. Paul Council Chambers
Park & Rec. Members Present: Chair Dave Lynch, Luke Abrahamson, Pat Armon, Bonnie Bellows,
Sara Blair, Emily Vergin
Absent:

Kelly Hagler, Teresa Smock

Non-Voting Members Present: Council Liaison Wendy Berry, Assistant Parks and Recreation Director
Dave Schletty
1. Roll Call
2. Adopt Minutes
Chair Lynch called the meeting to order at 5:30 pm. The July 12, 2022 minutes were approved
by the Committee.
3. New Business
a. Discussion of Core Values
Assistant Parks and Recreation Director Schletty talked about the core values the
Committee would like to establish to inform decision-making: Accessibility, Community
Equity, Safety, Environmental Aspects and Fiscal Responsibility. After some discussion,
the Committee decided to remove Fiscal Responsibility, as it was the Committee’s job to
think of “big ideas.” The final list for the core values consisted of Accessibility,
Community Engagement, Equity, Safety and Environmental Responsibility.
b. Citizen Comments
Joe Knoepfler, 1902 Duck Pond Drive
c. Committee Planning Calendar
The Committee discussed the West St. Paul website’s event calendar. Schletty said that
residents could be notified of the events through the website. Member Vergin suggested
having the events on the calendar color-coded for age groups and the ability to have the
events link to personal calendars. Schletty said that it was a matter of working with the
website team for functionality. Member Abrahamson said that this meeting exercise is
for Committee planning. Schletty suggested having an internal document for planning.
It could be an item on every meeting agenda. Schletty will draft the calendar.
d. 2022 Halloween Events
Schletty said that instead of having one Halloween event, the City has decided to have
some mini events spread out over the month of October and having a smaller event on
October 31.
The events include:




Coloring Contest, Oct. 1- Oct 28.
Cocktail Creations, Oct. 6- Foodsmith restaurant will teach adults how to make
Halloween inspired mixed drinks.
Candy Corn Crafts- Oct. 13, City staff will run the craft session at Harmon
Neighborhood Center for children ages 5-11.
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Candy Making Class, Fri Oct. 28- The class will be at Thompson Park for
children ages 7-11.
Trick or Treat Pit Stop, Halloween night, Oct. 31-City staff will handout treats at
the Harmon Park Neighborhood Center.

e. Park Master Planning
Schletty said that the Committee should be working on a master plan for the park system.
The Committee would take the inventory they performed and the “big picture ideas” and
create the park master plan for the next 20 years.
4. Old Business
a. Parks & Recreation Advisory Committee Goals and ObjectivesSchletty related that he made a presentation to Council last night on the main five goals
that the Committee developed.
The goals included:
Increased communication to residents regarding parks and recreation,
Increased presence at City Events,
Development of a list of core values and beliefs used for assessing future projects,
Improvement of recreation programming keeping new partnership and core values in
mind, and
Completion of a park system masterplan.
Schletty reported that Council supported these ideals and goals. The Mayor suggested
installing a digital sign at the Sports Dome as a means of communication. Council liked
the idea of Committee Members in West St. Paul tee shirts and/or nametags to meet
residents in the parks to get their input.
b. Park Naming Policy
Lynch reported that he and Vergin met and discussed the park naming policy. They
talked about the swimming pool park, the art park and potentially, the ice arena park.
They talked about naming the parks after people, like police and firefighters, who have
served the community and perhaps, given their life for the community. They also
suggested the Optimist of the Year. The name should be something impactful for the
future and make the resident feel more connected to the history of West St. Paul.
Schletty said that West St. Paul has not had any police officers lose their live in the line
of duty. However, the fire department lost three members in the early seventies; their
names were immortalized in a plaque in Marthaler Park. Schletty said that 2024 would
be the 50 anniversary of their deaths; it would be an apt memorial of the event.
5. Other
a. Council Updates- NA
b. Staff Updates
i. Marthaler Redevelopment Update- Schletty is working with a consultant from
WSB and Associates to do the final changes on the plan. An architect will be
brought onsite for the design of the bathroom buildings and the picnic shelter.
ii. Mural in Bike Tunnel-Schletty said that the mural under Charlton Street is
being put up now.
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iii. West St. Paul Days- City staff meeting will be bring updates to council at the
next meeting regarding the West St. Paul Days events. .
iv. Ice Arena Project- The outdoor project is almost accomplished. The project is
scheduled to be completed by late October.
v. Thompson Oaks/former golf course-Work is being done currently on the trail.
Tree removal is being done for the new townhomes. One third of the site will be
[City] park green space. Potentially, the space would need to be named.
c. Environmental Committee Liaison Updates-Vergin reported that the committee met
last week and discussed core values. The committee is focused on the future and ways
they can make suggestions that are more impactful. They talked about making the
frequent committee recommendations into City Code so that contractors know what to
expect when they come to the City.
6. Citizen CommentsAbrahamson announced that in the next Parent Ambassador Monthly Meetings with the
Superintendent, the group would be talking about various partnerships with the schools. Schletty
said he would send Sam Murphy to represent the City. The meeting will be on October 10.
7. Adjournment-The meeting was adjourned at 7:19 pm.
Respectfully submitted,
Sharon G. Hatfield

TO:

Park & Recreation Advisory Committee

FROM:

Parks & Rec Director

DATE:

October 11, 2022

SUBJECT:

Presentation on WSP Regional Athletic Center

City of West St. Paul

BACKGROUND INFORMATION:
At the September meeting members expressed interest in hearing a presentation
about the WSP Regional Athletic Center (Dome). The Dome opened in November of
2012.

TO:

Park & Recreation Advisory Committee

FROM:

Parks & Rec Director

DATE:

October 11, 2022

SUBJECT:

Core Values Discussion

City of West St. Paul

BACKGROUND INFORMATION:
At the August work session, the Committee developed a list of priorities for the next
couple years. One of those priorities was to create a list of Core Values. These Core
Values will be used when discussing and developing all parks and recreation items
moving forward. At the work session members began to discuss some options for the
core values including:







Accessibility
Community
Equity
Safety
Environmental Aspects
Fiscal Responsibility

At the September meeting, members continued the discussion and decided to remove
fiscal responsibility, since it is a given already. Member Bellows has provided some
initial thoughts (below) on defining each core value:

Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee CORE VALUES
Once the values are defined, our committee can decide how to make sure we use them as we make
decisions and provide recommendations to City Council.
ACCESSIBILITY:


The quality of being able to be reached or entered, of being easy to obtain or use
o Easier to get there
o Programs for everyone
o Age and ability appropriate

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT:


Pertains to the process by which a third sector organization and individuals work to build permanent,
continual relationships to create an overarching vision for the benefit of the community as a whole.
o Knowing the demographics of area
o Maintaining Communication with residents
o Regular gatherings
o Direct interaction

EQUITY:


Refers to fairness and justice; it means recognizing that we do not all start from the same place and
must make adjustments to imbalances.
o We must really know the community and where the barriers are
o Everyone has the same access to opportunities

SAFETY:


Is a state in which hazards and conditions leading to physical, psychological or material harm are
controlled in order to preserve the health and well-being of individuals and the community
o Regular maintenance of trails, equipment
o Rules for conduct in parks and for celebrations

ENVIRONMENTAL RESPONSIBILITY:


Is the community’s duty to protect and improve their environment; a environmentally responsible
community assesses their environmental sustainability and applies this knowledge to its decisionmaking.
o preservation of green space
o Pollinator plantings
o Decisions should be made with environmental considerations

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:
Continue the discussion of Core Values for the Parks and Recreation Advisory
Committee to use for all future discussions.

Naming of West St Paul City Parks and
Recreational Facilities
Approved by: City Council
History
Adopted: February 28, 2022
Amended:

A. Purpose
The naming or renaming of parks and recreational facilities is complex and sometimes
emotional since assigning a name is a powerful and permanent identity for a public place
and/or facility. The naming and renaming of parks and/or recreational facilities often requires
significant resources in terms of changing names on signs, maps, and literature. In addition,
excessive and constant name changing can be the source of confusion to the public. The
purpose of this policy is to provide guidance to those that have an interest in the naming and
or renaming of the City of West St Paul’s parks and/or recreational facilities. The
responsibility for naming and or renaming of City parks and recreational facilities lies with
the City Council. The City Council will rely on the Parks and Recreation Advisory
Committee for input and recommendation for the naming and or renaming of City parks and
recreational facilities.
B. Objectives
 Naming of City parks and recreational facilities enhances a sense of community within
the City.
 Ensure that parks and recreational facilities are easily identified and located.
 Ensure that names given are consistent with the values and characteristics of the City of
West St Paul.
 Assure the quality of the title/name, so that it will serve the purpose of the City in a
permanent manner.
 Encourage public participation and input in order to fully represent the best interest of the
City.
 Encourage and recognize the dedication of lands, or donations by individuals or groups.
C. Qualifying Names and/or Criteria
 Geographical location of the park or facility including descriptive names, such as a street
 An outstanding feature of the area. (example: hill, pond, vegetation)
 Commonly recognized subjects of historical significance such as; event, person (nonliving), group, culture, or place.
 A person (living or non-living) or group who significantly contributed to the acquisition
or development of the park/facility.
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An individual (living or non-living) who provided an exceptional service in the interest of
the park system as a whole or for the community as a whole.
A person (living) whose contribution or significant gift is of a most extraordinary nature.
Naming may be considered based on the provision of significant funding that underwrites
the cost of renovation or construction of City property. Financial underwriting shall be
broadly defined as substantial monetary contributions that completely or significantly
enable City projects such as parks, buildings or property acquisition to occur. This may
include monetary gifts and/or grants that leverage federal, state and local funding for such
projects or complete donation of land.
Parks and facilities that are donated to the City can be named by deed restriction by the
donor. The naming and acceptance of land is subject to approval by the City Council.
Naming may not conflict with public grant funding policies established by state and/or
federal grant funding programs.

D. Exclusions
 Naming associations with tobacco, alcohol, contraceptives, religious organizations,
political candidates or adjudicated felons are prohibited.
 The dedication of small park amenities with an identifiable lifespan and not intended to
be permanent such as fixed park benches and tables shall be addressed under a separate
parks policy.
E. Renaming
The intent of naming is for permanent recognition. The renaming of parks and facilities
is strongly discouraged. It is recommended that efforts to change a name be subject to
the most crucial examination so as not to diminish the original justification for the name
or discount the value of the prior contributors. Parks named for subjects, other than
individuals, may be changed in name only if the current name is ineffectual or
inappropriate.
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