CITY OF WEST ST. PAUL
1616 HUMBOLDT AVENUE, WEST ST. PAUL, MN 55118
REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING
MUNICIPAL CENTER COUNCIL CHAMBERS
SEPTEMBER 24, 2018
6:30 P.M.
1. Call to Order
2. Roll Call
3. Pledge of Allegiance
4. Adopt the Agenda
5. OCWS Briefing
6. Citizen Comments
Individuals may address the City Council about any item not included on the regular
agenda. Speakers are requested to come to the podium, state their name and address
for the Clerk's record. Generally, the City Council will not take official action on items
discussed at this time, but may typically refer the matter to staff for a future report or
direct that the matter be scheduled on an upcoming agenda.
7. Council Comments
8. Proclamations, Presentations and Recognitions
9. Consent Agenda
All items on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine and have been made
available to the City Council at least two days prior to the meeting; these items will be
enacted by one motion. There will be no separate discussion of these items unless
a Council member or citizen so requests, in which event the item will be removed from
this agenda and considered under separate motion.
A. Minutes of September 10, 2018
Documents:
MINUTES - OCWS 9-10-18.PDF
MINUTES - COUNCIL 9-10-18.PDF
09-10-18 LTR FROM JIM MCKIE TO MAYOR AND COUNCIL.PDF
B. List of Claims for September 24, 2018
Documents:
COUNCIL REPORT - LIST OF CLAIMS.PDF
C. Order Preparation of Proposed Assessment and Call for Final Assessment Hearing for
2018 Street Improvements Project 18-1
Documents:
COUNCIL REPORT - ORDER PREP OF PROPOSED ASSMT AND CALL FOR
FINAL ASSMT HRG CP 18-1.PDF
RESOLUTION - ORDER PREPARATION OF PROPOSED ASSMTS CP 181.PDF

Documents:
COUNCIL REPORT - ORDER PREP OF PROPOSED ASSMT AND CALL FOR
FINAL ASSMT HRG CP 18-1.PDF
RESOLUTION - ORDER PREPARATION OF PROPOSED ASSMTS CP 181.PDF
RESOLUTION - CALL FINAL ASSMT HEARING 2018 STREET
IMPROVEMENT PROJECT 18-1.PDF
D. Declaration of Surplus Motor Vehicles
Documents:
COUNCIL REPORT - DECLARATION OF SURPLUS MOTOR VEHICLES.PDF
RESOLUTION FOR DECLARATION OF SURPLUS MOTOR VEHICLES.PDF
E. Rental Licensing
Documents:
COUNCIL REPORT - RENTAL LICENSING.PDF
F. Appointment to Lower Mississippi Watershed Management District
Documents:
COUNCIL REPORT - APPT TO LMRWMO.PDF
ATTACHMENT - APPLICATION FROM SHEILA VANNEY 9-20-18.PDF
G. Resolution Authorizing Eminent Domain for the Marie/Oakdale Trail Project 18-4
Documents:
COUNCIL REPORT - AUTHORIZING CONDEMNATION FOR MARIEOAKDALE TRAIL PROJECT 18-4.PDF
RESOLUTION - USE OF EMINENT DOMAIN FOR MARIE-OAKDALE TRAIL
PROJECT 18-4 - FINAL - 9-20-18.PDF
H. Property Line Adjustment for 1959/1965 Pine Ridge Drive
Documents:
COUNCIL REPORT - PROPERTY LINE ADJUSTMENT, 1959 PINE RIDGE
DR.PDF
ATTACHMENT - SURVEY DRAWING, 1959 PINE RIDGE DR.PDF
RESOLUTION - PROPERTY LINE ADJUSTMENT, 1959 PINE RIDGE DR.PDF
10. Public Hearing
A. Public Improvement Hearing: Authorize Preparation of Plans & Specifications for 2019
Street Improvements Project 19-1
Documents:
COUNCIL REPORT - PUB HRG ORDER PLANS SPECS CP 19-1.PDF
RESOLUTION - ORDER IMPROVEMENT AND PREPARE PLANS CP 191.PDF
ATTACHMENT - EMAIL RE 2019 STREET IMPR PROJECT 19-1.PDF
11. New Business
A. Compliance Check Failures, Sanction Hearing
Documents:
COUNCIL REPORT, COMPLIANCE CHECK FAILURE, SANCTION HEARING
(1).PDF

A. Compliance Check Failures, Sanction Hearing
Documents:
COUNCIL REPORT, COMPLIANCE CHECK FAILURE, SANCTION HEARING
(1).PDF
RESOLUTION - NOWAKS LIQUORS (TOBACCO)1.PDF
B. First Reading - Zoning Ordinance Amendment to Allow Temporary Homeless Shelters
Through an Interim Use Permit in the R1 and B3 Districts
Documents:
COUNCIL REPORT - TEMP HOMELESS SHELTER ORD.PDF
ORDINANCE - TEMPORARY HOMELESS SHELTER ORD..PDF
C. First Reading - City Code Ordinance Amendment, 94.37A(d) Limiting the Maximum
Height of Grass and Weeds to Eight Inches
Documents:
COUNCIL REPORT - GRASS AND WEEDS, FIRST READING.PDF
ORDINANCE AMENDING - 94.37A(D) GRASS AND WEEDS.PDF
D. First Reading - City Code Ordinance Amendment, 95.01, Regarding Plantings in the
Alleyways
Documents:
COUNCIL REPORT - PLANTINGS IN THE ALLEY, FIRST READING.PDF
ORDINANCE AMENDING - 95.01 PLANTINGS IN THE ALLEY.PDF
E. 2019-2020 Preliminary Budget and Levy
Documents:
COUNCIL REPORT - 2019 BUDGET AND MAXIMUM LEVY
CERTIFICATION.PDF
2019-2020 PRELIMINARY BUDGET INFO.PDF
RESOLUTION - 2019 BUDGET AND TAX LEVY (1).PDF
RESOLUTION - SET PUBLIC HEARING DATE FOR FINAL 2019 BUDGET
AND TAX LEVY.PDF
12. Old Business
A. Proposed Ordinance Change, Chapter 72.05 Parking - Second Reading
Documents:
COUNCIL REPORT - PARKING, SECOND READING.PDF
ORDINANCE AMENDING - 72.05 GENERAL PARKING RESTRICTIONS
(1).PDF
13. Adjourn
__________________________________________________________________
If you need an accommodation to participate in the meeting, please contact the ADA Coordinator at
651 -552 -4100, TDD 651 -322 -2323 at least 5 business days prior to the meeting
www.wspmn.gov
EOE/AA

City of West St. Paul
Open Council Work Session Minutes
September 10, 2018

1. Roll Call
Mayor Halverson called the meeting to order at 5:02 p.m.
Present:

Mayor Halverson
Councilmembers Anthony Fernandez, Ed Iago, Dave Napier and
Dick Vitelli

Absent:

Councilmembers John Bellows and Bob Pace had excused absences

Also Present: City Manager Ryan Schroeder
City Attorney Kori Land
Police Lieutenant Brian Sturgeon
Fire Chief Mike Pott
Parks & Public Works Director/City Engineer Ross Beckwith
Finance Director Char Stark
City Clerk Shirley Buecksler
2. Review and Approve the OCWS Agenda
Council approved the OCWS agenda, as presented.
3. Review the Regular Meeting Consent Agenda
Council approved the Consent Agenda, as presented.
4. Agenda Item(s)
A. Marie Avenue Sidewalk Discussion – Humboldt to Livingston
Beckwith provided an overview of Marie Avenue Sidewalk from Humboldt to
Livingston. Currently, there is a trail on the south side of Marie Avenue from
Delaware Avenue to Robert Street and a sidewalk on the west side of Humboldt
Avenue which tees into Marie Avenue. There is no marked crosswalk (nor a proposed
crosswalk) across Marie Avenue at Humboldt Avenue to get to the trail on the south
side. Pedestrians heading south on Humboldt Avenue who want to head east to
Livingston Avenue/Robert Street either walk in the grass, bike lane (wrong way) or
jaunt across Marie Avenue to access the trail on the south. There is a missing piece
of walk on the north side of Marie Avenue, which would connect Humboldt Avenue
to Livingston Avenue.
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The 2019 Street Improvements Project proposes installation of a new sidewalk on the
east side of Livingston from Thompson Avenue to Mendota Road. This is adjacent to
the missing piece of walk along Marie Avenue. This 435-foot missing pedestrian link
could easily be incorporated to the 2019 Street Improvements Project. There is
adequate existing right-of-way to construct a walk along this section of Marie Avenue.
The estimated total cost of this sidewalk is $33,000. The City’s current assessment
policy states that new sidewalk be assessed 100% to the adjacent property owners on
both sides of the roadway.
The properties along this stretch of Marie Avenue are part of the 2019 Street
Improvements Project and assessment. These parcels were also assessed in 2015 for
the Marie Avenue reconstruction project, and the north property was assessed in 2017
for the Humboldt Avenue project. Options for financing this section of sidewalk
include:
1. Assess 100% cost to properties on both sides of Marie Avenue adjacent to new
walk, per policy.
2. Reduce the amount assessed and fund the remaining with Park or Street funds.
3. Use Park or Street funds to pay for 100% of the cost of the walk.
Beckwith said that Staff is looking for Council direction on whether or not to include
this piece of sidewalk as part of the 2019 Street Improvements Project and, if so, a
recommended method of financing it.
Mayor Halverson said she thinks it should be included and that Street funds should be
used to pay for the total cost. Councilmember Vitelli agreed.
Beckwith said property owners have seen assessments three times within the past four
years. He added that, according to assessment policy, it would not be assessed 100%
to property owners.
Councilmember Iago asked if townhomes were assessed on both sides of the street
when the sidewalk/trail was installed on the south side. Beckwith said he didn’t know
for sure but that they probably paid 25% of the cost.
Council agreed to include it and use Street funds for the cost.
B. Rooftop Solar Installation Proposal
Schroeder provided an overview of the rooftop solar installation proposal for
Council’s consideration.
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In the past, the City has received public encouragement to consider rooftop solar at
City Hall facility (and other facilities.) Given the condition of the roof membrane at
City Hall, we have not pursued such an installation. However, given that the City Hall
roof is now a year old or newer and given that the Public Works roof is also of recent
vintage, we have met with the vendor having the State Contract for solar panel
installation, in order to understand if financial metrics might be sufficient to consider
an array at either building.
On September 5, 2018, the Environmental Committee received a presentation from
the potential vendor. The summary notes of their deliberation follows:
“At the September 5, 2018 Environmental Committee, members
heard a presentation/proposal from Ideal Energies to install solar
arrays at City Hall and the Maintenance Facility. The Committee
unanimously agreed that now is a great time to add solar power to our
buildings. They feel it is a great opportunity and could be very
marketable to the residents of West St. Paul. Additionally, adding
solar would fulfill one of the Greenstep Cities Best Practices actions
for “Renewable Energy.” Some other comments from Committee
members included:





The importance of showing the percentage of energy saving,
not just dollar savings;
It is important to talk to other solar companies so the City gets
the best possible deal;
Looking at additional facilities that could accommodate solar
panels; and
Making sure residents are aware of the City’s pursuit of solar.

Members passed the following motion along to Council: They fully
supported further research to provide solar power for City facilities.”
Proposed is a 40 kilowatt system on the City Hall rooftop and a 110 kilowatt system
at Public Works. The City would not be anticipating a very significant savings in the
total billing related to electric use in the short term (about $1,000/year at City Hall and
twice that at Public Works). Growth in savings occurs once the capital asset is fully
amortized, about $10,000 in year 14 at City Hall and $22,000 in year 19 at Public
Works. Essentially, the contractor is providing for all front-end expense (zero
investment dollars by the City) and is paid back for that investment through tax credits
and through a recovery of most of the electric billing savings, the City would otherwise
receive. Once that investment is paid off, the City receives the entire benefit of electric
billing savings. Further, for both systems, we would suggest early call dates within
the contract so that if plans for either building changes, those plans are not unduly
hindered by the solar installation. In an early call, we would buy out the remaining
years of the capital lease. Maintenance is the obligation of the vendor until termination
of the lease or exercise of a call.
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Schroeder questioned what technology may look like in the future and said the answer
seems to be what experts in the field suggest, that there have been a lot of
enhancements in technology over the last ten years and that it is now flattening out.
He also said that incentives from the State to do solar may sunset and there is no
certainty that there will be future incentives.
Mayor Halverson said it makes sense to do this and it’s not a large investment. She
said it’s not only dollar savings but also the percentage of energy savings.
Councilmember Napier asked if the units are stationary. Schroeder said yes and that
they float on the roof. He said they are not ballasted by themselves so there is no
negative impact on the roof.
Councilmember Napier said using less energy sends a good message to our residents.
He said he likes the idea that it goes a long way at no cost to our taxpayers.
Councilmember Vitelli said that he thinks technology 14 years from now will be much
different than today. Schroeder said his issue is that it could be faster than that, though
he said the City can benefit from it in the meantime.
Councilmember Iago asked how many vendors are anticipated to submit bids.
Schroeder said there are only two types of systems. He added that the reason why this
particular one might make sense is because this vendor has a State contract.
Councilmember Iago asked about the warranty period after installation and the
lifespan of the product. Schroeder said it’s about 20 years. If one panel goes out, the
contractor knows which panel went down and can replace it.
Councilmember Iago asked about snow accumulation on the panels. Schroeder said
the panels do not need to be cleared off and that they are made so if one panel is
completely covered by snow, they will be fine. The vendor prefers that we do not
touch the panels.
Councilmember Iago asked if the panels are portable. Schroeder said yes and that, at
the end of the contract or the call, the panels can be bought out. Prior to then,
Schroeder said we could tell the vendor to pick them up or they may tell us we can
keep them at no cost.
Councilmember Iago asked if there is any cost to the taxpayer. Schroeder said no. He
said it is a tax credit. He said it will generate half the kilowatt hours the City would
otherwise use. Schroeder also added there is a rule that, if they generate more than
half, Xcel Energy is obligated to pay back for the generation that goes into the grid.
Councilmember Vitelli questioned if the power generated by the panels would go into
City buildings rather than into the grid. Schroeder said this is correct.
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Councilmember Fernandez asked if the vendor is selling the energy back. Schroeder
said yes.
Councilmember Fernandez asked if there are any negative aspects to installing solar.
Attorney Land said the City of Cottage Grove had solar panels that worked great, until
they decided to sell City Hall and they had to do something with that property. She
said the panels were not easy to move because they were an older system. Attorney
Land said the City had to cover the cost of moving, which was out-of-pocket. She
said, if the City moves from this building in the next 40 years, it will be something to
consider. Schroeder said the City has an option for a seven or eight year call.
Councilmember Fernandez said other vendors should be considered. Schroeder said
there is another vendor that will be submitting a bid. He also said the Environmental
Commission talked about this item previously but it wasn’t been brought up again
until the roof was fixed.
Councilmember Vitelli asked if winds will pick up the panels and if the City is liable
for them. Schroeder said the City would not be liable. He said the vendor is
responsible for anything that happens to the panels.
Mayor Halverson said adding solar makes sense.
Councilmember Fernandez asked how much of the roof would be covered. Schroeder
said it would be a larger footprint at Public Works than at City Hall but that it wouldn’t
cover the entire roof.
Council directed Staff to move forward with rooftop solar.
C. Wentworth Avenue Sanitary Sewer
Beckwith provided information on Wentworth Avenue sanitary sewer for Council
consideration. This project analyzed the feasibility of installing new sanitary sewer
main to service properties currently on septic. Two runs have been studied which
include from Humboldt Avenue to 1,675 feet west and from Smith Avenue to 740 feet
west. Attached are costs associated with the different runs, as well as the amount that
could be assessed compared to the total cost to install.
New sanitary sewer from Humboldt Avenue to the west would be rather deep to install
due to the increased change in grade as it heads west. In addition, the average distance
for a sewer service to these homes is 400 feet. Some of these properties would need
to pump their sewage as they are lower than the mainline pipe elevation and can’t use
a gravity service. Based on the size of the lots, future lot splits and/or small
developments aren’t out of the question. Having sewer in the road would be a critical
part of any such land use changes.
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From Smith Avenue to the west, there are a lot of challenges with existing
underground utilities. There is a 30-inch and 8-inch watermain and a 6-way concrete
duct bank which make installation difficult and expensive. It’s unsure yet whether the
sewer pipe could be installed by directional drilling (trenchless) or open trench.
Property owners would still need to make the connection from their home to the
property line, an average of 130 feet, but should all be able to have gravity services.
Again, these are large lots and any future lot splits would require sanitary sewer.
Another option is to install about 560 feet of sanitary sewer main west from Humboldt
Avenue where it would be stubbed outside the road core at the west end of Marthaler
Park. This way, there would be sanitary sewer to hook up to at a future date should
any of these large lots ever redevelop on the south side.
Assessments to properties for the street reconstruction will follow the newly adopted
Public Improvement and Special Assessment Policy and assess 25% of the City’s
street reconstruction cost. In addition, new sanitary sewer main would be assessed
100% to the adjacent property owners. A special benefit appraisal capped sanitary
sewer assessments at $15,000 per residential lot.
The sanitary mainline from Humboldt to the west is estimated at $17,000 per lot.
Based on the special benefit appraisal this would leave an unfunded amount of $22,000
for the $187,000 installation cost of the mainline pipe.
The sanitary mainline from Smith Avenue to the west is estimated cost at $20,000$28,000 per lot. This cost is depending on whether the mainline could be installed via
open cut or would need to go in trenchless. Based on the special benefit appraisal, this
would leave an unfunded amount of $25-$65k for the $100-$140k installation cost of
the mainline pipe.
The option of installing sanitary sewer mainline to get to the west end of Marthaler
Park would come at a cost of about $70,000 to the City.
In order to complete the feasibility report and work through the 429 Assessment
process, it is important that the sanitary sewer be decided upon at this time.
Councilmember Vitelli said he thinks it needs to go in the middle of the road. He said
there is too much potential for development.
Councilmember Iago asked if this has been proposed to the neighborhood. Beckwith
said it has been presented to the neighbors since day one.
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Councilmember Iago questioned the estimated cost of $15,000 per property. Beckwith
said this is the amount the City would be allowed to assess but that the cost will be
higher than that. He said there is a cost difference for all of the options.
Councilmember Iago asked what the estimated cost is for a particular property that
includes everything (street, water and sewer). Beckwith said it is all based on a per
foot cost. He said water is the same as sanitary. He also said that there are multiple
watermains in the road, so property owners wouldn’t be assessed for that.
Councilmember Vitelli asked Beckwith to provide an estimate on a property for street
and sewer but that may not be hooking up. Beckwith said his estimate would be
approximately $23,000, which is $15,000 for sewer plus $8,000 for street.
Councilmember Iago asked if it is feasible for a property owner to have an assessment
as high as $50,000. Attorney Land said the Special Benefit Appraisal wouldn’t
support an assessment that high.
Councilmember Iago said he has heard that property owners don’t want sanitary
sewer. Beckwith said, since owners have started coming to the meetings, he has heard
from more people that they want it.
Councilmember Napier said fixing a failed septic system could be $16,000 at
minimum and that, to not have City sewer available, it could be even higher. He added
that some of the old systems could be out of code. With sewer available, he said it
could be on the assessment rolls and would be an advantage for future resale.
Councilmember Napier said he doesn’t want to force people to do it but that it will
increase their property value.
Councilmember Fernandez asked if people would be looking at a cost higher than
$15,000 to repair a failed septic system. Beckwith said yes.
Councilmember Fernandez asked how far down the sewer would be buried. Beckwith
said sewer is buried about seven to eight feet down.
Councilmember Fernandez said this is a lot of expense to put on the homeowner. He
said he would like to know which residents want it, since some properties may not be
able to redevelop.
Mayor Halverson asked how this would benefit the apple orchard. Beckwith said it
will help everyone for redevelopment.
Councilmember Napier stated that, if the City put the main down the road and an
owner’s septic system fails, the owner would have the option to connect.
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Councilmember Napier said the option for an owner to add it to their taxes for
assessment is a big bonus, compared to paying up front for something further down
the road.
Mayor Halverson asked about other options.
Attorney Land said, if it is in the best interest, the City could offer a deferred
assessment waiver which would defer the assessment until the owner sells and would
be due at that time. She said it could be wrapped into the purchase price of the
property. The City would front all of the cost and interest could accrue during that
time, so it gives owners the incentive to pay up front. Stark said the rate is currently
2% over the debt borrowed that year. For this year, it would be 2% over the rate the
City received. Attorney Land added that, if a property is subdivided, it would be in
the cost of development.
Councilmember Napier said a deferred assessment can be deferred once they tap into
the line. Attorney Land said it can be done in any way the Council prefers.
Councilmember Napier said he would strongly encourage people to stay away from
deferred assessments.
Councilmember Iago asked if deferred assessments have been offered before.
Attorney Land said yes, on Stassen Lane.
Councilmember Vitelli asked if there is a Sewer Access Charge (SAC) and Water
Access Charge (WAC) when they hook up. Schroeder said yes.
Councilmember Vitelli said he thinks it should be put in.
Mayor Halverson agreed that it makes sense.
Councilmember Vitelli said it makes each lot more desirable and is good for the tax
base.
Councilmember Iago said he would like to hear from the group of homeowners that
this would impact.
Mayor Halverson said if this moves forward that these homeowners would have an
opportunity to come in and speak on it.
Attorney Land suggested that the City negotiate it with property owners one-on-one
before it comes forward on a Council agenda. She suggested that it all get resolved
beforehand.
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Councilmember Vitelli asked how many property owners this will impact. Beckwith
said there are 16 properties.
Beckwith asked what will happen if the land is subdivided but we don’t have sanitary
sewer in the road. Mayor Halverson said the question for property owners is - what
are you going to do if you plan to subdivide?
Councilmember Napier said a single homeowner trying to hook up cannot do it if the
line isn’t there.
Councilmember Iago said owners need to know their options for connection.
Councilmember Fernandez said it seems like the north side is the side open for
subdivision and that the south side is really close. He said he would like to notify all
of those residents and get a firm yes or no from them, as well as show them the options
and get their feedback.
Attorney Land said that Cottage Grove needed temporary easements from owners and,
along with the assessments for improvements, sometimes the cost balances. She said
an easement may take money off of their assessment cost. Attorney Land suggested
that the City have a group meeting to explain to homeowners how it can work, give
them a packet specific to their property to take home and think about, followed up
with one-on-one meetings to find out each homeowner’s choice.
Council agreed to move forward on this item.
5. Adjourn
Motion was made by Councilmember Vitelli and seconded by Councilmember Napier to
adjourn the meeting at 5:43 p.m.
All members present voted aye. Motion carried.

Jenny Halverson
Mayor
City of West St. Paul
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City of West St. Paul
City Council Meeting Minutes
September 10, 2018

1. Call to Order
Mayor Halverson called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.
2. Roll Call
Present:

Mayor Halverson
Councilmembers Anthony Fernandez, Ed Iago, Dave Napier, and
Dick Vitelli

Absent:

Councilmembers John Bellows and Bob Pace had excused absences

Others Present:

City Manager Ryan Schroeder
Police Chief Manila Shaver
City Attorney Kori Land
Community Development Director Jim Hartshorn
Finance Director Char Stark
City Clerk Shirley Buecksler

3. Pledge of Allegiance
4. Adopt the Agenda
Motion was made by Councilmember Vitelli and seconded by Councilmember Napier to
adopt the agenda, as presented.
All members present voted aye. Motion carried.
5. OCWS Briefing
Mayor Halverson said the Council held a work session prior to the regular meeting to discuss
the following:
a)
b)
c)

Marie Avenue Sidewalk Discussion – Humboldt to Livingston
Rooftop Solar Installation Proposal
Wentworth Avenue Sanitary Sewer

6. Citizen Comments
The following citizens addressed the Council:



Julie Eastman, Ward 1, spoke regarding upcoming Council Candidate Forums.
Jim McKie, 222 West Curtice Street, read a letter (attached hereto) to the Council
regarding the City budget.
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Andi Morris, Ward 2, gave a shout-out to Officer Jesse Mettner for his appearance
at a child’s birthday party.
Laura Zanmiller, Ward 1, mentioned that Independent School District 197 was
awarded a grant from the Minnesota Department of Transportation for their work in
providing safer routes to school. Ms. Zanmiller also spoke about the need for safer
bike paths on the east side of Robert Street and suggested grant funding from either
Dakota County or the State.

Mayor Halverson thanked them for coming to the meeting.
7. Council Comments
Councilmember Fernandez said the tennis courts at Marthaler Park are beautiful and
suggested everyone get out and enjoy our community parks.
Councilmember Napier thanked Jade Pennig for her assistance in volunteering with the
creation of the City’s new website.
Councilmember Napier mentioned that another new business in West St. Paul, Jersey
Mike’s, appears to be opening soon.
Mayor Halverson announced that the Red Cross Blood Drive will be in the West St. Paul
Council Chambers September 12th from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Pre-registration is available
by visiting www.redcross.org. Enter location code 55118 or WSP.
Mayor Halverson said our parks are important to her and that they are well-used and should
be a priority. She also said that she supports pedestrian safety, including infrastructure, and
it should be a top priority, as well.
8. Proclamations, Presentations and Recognitions
There were no proclamations, presentations or recognitions.
9. Consent Agenda
Motion was made by Councilmember Iago and seconded by Councilmember Vitelli to
approve the following items on the Consent Agenda:
A. Minutes of August 27, 2018
 OCWS Minutes of August 27, 2018
 Council Minutes of August 27, 2018
B. List of Claims for September 10, 1018
C. City Licensing
D. Rental Licensing
E. Consultant Contract for Sanitary Forcemain 4 Replacement, City Project 19-4
All members present voted aye. Motion carried.
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10. Public Hearings
There were no Public Hearings.
11. New Business
There was no new business to discuss.
12. Old Business
There was no old business to discuss.
13. Adjourn
Motion was made by Councilmember Fernandez and seconded by Councilmember Napier
to adjourn the meeting at 6:45 p.m.
All members present voted aye. Motion carried.

Jenny Halverson
Mayor
City of West St. Paul
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City Council Report
To:

Mayor and City Council

Through:

Ryan Schroeder, City Manager

From:

Char Stark, Finance Director

Date:

September 24, 2018

List of Claims
BACKGROUND INFORMATION:
Invoices to be paid
FISCAL IMPACT:

$1,353,612.27

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:
Approve payment of the attached

CITY OF WEST ST PAUL
Summary of List of Claims
Council Meeting of September 24, 2018
PAYROLL CHECK REGISTER:
Payroll Period
Date Paid
Direct Deposit

8/27/18 - 9/09/18
9/14/2018
$159,074.25

Payroll Period
Date Paid
Direct Deposit
TOTAL NET PAYROLL

$159,074.25

DISBURSEMENT CHECK REGISTER:
Checks
EFTS

128358 - 128455
143 - 161

TOTAL DISBURSEMENT CHECKS

$1,194,538.02

TOTAL PAYROLL, DISBURSEMENTS, ACH AND WIRE TRANSFERS

9/19/2018

$960,684.00
$233,854.02

Finance Dept.

$1,353,612.27

LIST OF CLAIMS

CITY OF W.S.P

Payment Register
From Payment Date: 8/1/2018 - To Payment Date: 9/24/2018
Number

Date

Transaction
Amount

Payee Name

AP-1 - Accounts Payable
Check
128358

09/07/2018

32-DEGREES, INC

128359

09/10/2018

REGISTRATION FEE TRUST

128360

09/14/2018

DEPUTY REGISTRAR #35

128361

09/14/2018

MN SECRETARY OF STATE

128362

09/24/2018

AIRAIR TAMARACK, INC

128363

09/24/2018

AIRTECH THERMEX

128364

09/24/2018

ALBRECHT SIGN COMPANY INC

$41.00

128365

09/24/2018

ARMOR SECURITY

$85.50

128366

09/24/2018

B T DESIGN

$1,167.00

128367

09/24/2018

BARR ENGINEERING CO

$1,246.46

128368

09/24/2018

BARRY, THERESA

$697.95

128369

09/24/2018

BATTERIES PLUS BULBS

$119.95

128370

09/24/2018

BAUER BUILT INC

128371

09/24/2018

BENJAMIN FRANKLIN PLUMBING

128372

09/24/2018

BENTSON, SOLVEIG

128373

09/24/2018

BMI

128374

09/24/2018

BOLTON & MENK INC

128375

09/24/2018

BOOKERS CONSTRUCTION INC

128376

09/24/2018

BOYER FORD TRUCKS INC

128377

09/24/2018

CAPRA'S UTILITIES

128378

09/24/2018

CHLIC-BLOOMFIELD EASC

128379

09/24/2018

CINTAS CORPORATION

128380

09/24/2018

COLLINS ELECTRICAL CONSTRUCT

128381

09/24/2018

COMMERCIAL AIR DESIGN

128382

09/24/2018

COMMERCIAL ASPHALT COMPANY

128383

09/24/2018

COORDINATED BUSINESS SYSTEMS

128384

09/24/2018

DAKOTA COUNTY FINANCIAL SERV

$3,873.64

128385

09/24/2018

EHLERS & ASSOCIATES

$1,327.50

128386

09/24/2018

EMBROIDME

128387

09/24/2018

ESCOTO, JOSE & IRMA

128388

09/24/2018

ESS BROTHERS & SONS INC

$1,331.00

128389

09/24/2018

EVERGREEN LAND SERVICES

$1,200.00

128390

09/24/2018

FIDELITY SECURITY LIFE

128391

09/24/2018

FLEETPRIDE

128392

09/24/2018

GALLS INC

$917.46

128393

09/24/2018

GRAINGER INC

$205.37

128394

09/24/2018

HIRSHFIELDS

$293.58

128395

09/24/2018

HOLIDAY STATION STORES

128396

09/24/2018

HOUGHTON AND HOLM MADE

$797.25

128397

09/24/2018

HRLATC

$250.00

128398

09/24/2018

INVER GROVE FORD

128399

09/24/2018

JACOBSEN, ERIC

user: Penny Okane

$167.50
$7.00
$47.50
$120.00
$50.00
$1,393.00

$5,728.65
$10,575.00
$50.00
$349.00
$16,756.50
$1,000.00
$389.56
$14,988.00
$3,103.76
$436.23
$6,425.00
$187.50
$26,202.26
$123.75

$24.00
$10,500.00

$215.41
$36.18

$5.50

$46.36
$848.85

Pages: 1 of 3

Wednesday, September 19, 2018

CITY OF W.S.P

Payment Register
From Payment Date: 8/1/2018 - To Payment Date: 9/24/2018
128400

09/24/2018

KEEPRS, INC

128401

09/24/2018

KENNEDY & GRAVEN

128402

09/24/2018

KOPP, RHONDA

$656.51

128403

09/24/2018

KREMER SERVICES, LLC

$104.75

128404

09/24/2018

LANGUAGE LINE SERVICES

128405

09/24/2018

LAW ENFORCEMENT LABOR SERVICES

128406

09/24/2018

LEVANDER, GILLEN & MILLER

128407

09/24/2018

LILLIE SUBURBAN NEWSPAPERS INC

$205.27

128408

09/24/2018

LMCIT

$460.82

128409

09/24/2018

LOGIS

$4,460.89

128410

09/24/2018

M T I DISTRIBUTING

128411

09/24/2018

$14,285.20

128412

09/24/2018

MANSFIELD OIL COMPANY OF
GAINESVILLE, INC
MARCO TECHNOLOGIES LLC

128413

09/24/2018

MCMULLEN INSPECTING, INC

$5,167.20

128414

09/24/2018

MCNAMARA CONTRACTING INC

128415

09/24/2018

MENARDS

128416

09/24/2018

METROPOLITAN COUNCIL

$168,724.81

128417

09/24/2018

METROPOLITAN COUNCIL

$12,300.75

128418

09/24/2018

MICHALES, MARILYN

128419

09/24/2018

MID-NORTHERN SERVICES

128420

09/24/2018

MIDWAY FORD

128421

09/24/2018

MILES BUILDERS INC

128422

09/24/2018

MISTER CAR PARTNERS

128423

09/24/2018

MN BENEFIT ASSOCIATION

128424

09/24/2018

MN GLOVE

$496.80

128425

09/24/2018

MN NCPERS LIFE INSURANCE

$144.00

128426

09/24/2018

MN OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH

128427

09/24/2018

MN OFFICE OF ENTERPRISE TECH

128428

09/24/2018

MN TEAMSTERS LOCAL #320

128429

09/24/2018

NAPA AUTO PARTS

128430

09/24/2018

O'REILLY AUTOMOTIVE, INC

128431

09/24/2018

OFFICE DEPOT

$99.99

128432

09/24/2018

PIONEER SECURESHRED

$55.00

128433

09/24/2018

RAINBOW TREECARE

$27,199.80

128434

09/24/2018

RILEY FAMILY INVESTMENT LMTD PTNSP

$48,800.00

128435

09/24/2018

RIVERA CHIROPRACTIC CENTER LLC

128436

09/24/2018

S ST PAUL STEEL

128437

09/24/2018

SCHUELLER, CASSANDRA

128438

09/24/2018

SFDMG, LLC

128439

09/24/2018

SHAVER/MANILA

128440

09/24/2018

SOUTHVIEW GARDEN CENTER INC

128441

09/24/2018

SPRWS

128442

09/24/2018

ST PAUL PIONEER PRESS

128443

09/24/2018

ST PAUL/CITY OF

128444

09/24/2018

SUN LIFE FINANCIAL

128445

09/24/2018

TINSLEY HEATING & COOLING

user: Penny Okane

$1,611.26
$57,939.51

$51.85
$1,372.00
$31,783.38

$169.64

$1,730.68

$348,769.31
$1,767.77

$862.50
$1,522.95
$11,150.26
$1,000.00
$80.41
$1,051.71

$3,217.00
$620.00
$1,174.00
$39.99
$206.39

$4,970.00
$164.00
$54.50
$5,625.14
$12.00
$509.08
$16,812.81
$211.00
$20,500.30
$2,592.64
$393.55
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CITY OF W.S.P

Payment Register
From Payment Date: 8/1/2018 - To Payment Date: 9/24/2018
128446

09/24/2018

TRANSUNION RISK & ALTERNATIVE

$25.00

128447

09/24/2018

TRI STATE BOBCAT INC

$270.30

128448

09/24/2018

TWIN CITY JANITOR SUPPLY

$533.20

128449

09/24/2018

TWIST OFFICE PRODUCTS

$214.33

128450

09/24/2018

VANGUARD CLEANING SYSTEMS

128451

09/24/2018

WASHINGTON COUNTY COURT ADMIN

128452

09/24/2018

WASTE MANAGEMENT

128453

09/24/2018

WINGES, BRIAN

128454

09/24/2018

XCEL ENERGY

128455

09/24/2018

ZIEGLER INC

$2,548.34
$300.00
$1,767.31
$996.00
$39,357.41
$214.52

Type Check Totals:

$960,684.00

EFT
143

08/31/2018

OLD NATIONAL BANK

$16.00

144

08/31/2018

OLD NATIONAL BANK

$16.00

145

08/31/2018

OLD NATIONAL BANK

$16.00

146

08/31/2018

OLD NATIONAL BANK

147

09/24/2018

HIGHER STANDARDS INC

148

09/17/2018

ICMA

149

09/17/2018

I C M A RETIREMENT TRUST-457

150

09/17/2018

IRS - PR TAXES

151

09/17/2018

MII LIFE --- VEBA

152

09/17/2018

MN DEPT OF REVENUE - PR TAXES

153

09/17/2018

MSRS HCSP

154

09/24/2018

BLUECROSS BLUESHIELD

155

09/24/2018

DEARBORN NATIONAL

156

09/24/2018

AUTHORIZE.NET

157

09/24/2018

FURTHER

158

09/24/2018

MN STATE TREASURER

$1,472.00

159

09/24/2018

FURTHER

$3,823.25

160

09/19/2018

MSRS - 457

$2,109.27

161

09/19/2018

PUBLIC EMPLOYEES RETIRMNT ASSN

$373.38
$1,174.26
$150.00
$7,466.07
$49,622.34
$2,332.49
$11,510.81
$2,608.99
$99,049.05
$652.09
$24.55
$863.17

$50,574.30

Type EFT Totals:

TOTAL CHECKS & EFTS

user: Penny Okane

$233,854.02

$1,194,538.02
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City Council Report
To:

Mayor and City Council

Through:

Ryan Schroeder, City Manager

From:

Ross Beckwith, Public Works & Parks Director/City Engineer

Date:

September 24, 2018

Order Preparation of Proposed Assessment and Call for Final
Assessment Hearing for 2018 Street Improvements Project 18-1
BACKGROUND INFORMATION:
In order to assess any portion of the project, the City Council must declare the amount to be assessed.
Council is also requested to call the assessment hearing for the 2018 Street Improvements Project for
October 22, 2018. Per state statute, the City Council must call the assessment hearing and publish the
hearing date at least two weeks before the assessment hearing. Staff will notice the hearing by
publishing in the October 7, 2018 edition of the South West Review. This schedule provides over two
weeks’ time between the assessment hearing and the publication date. In addition, notices will be sent to
all affected properties at least two weeks prior to the hearing.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:
Staff recommends that the City Council approve resolutions ordering preparation of the proposed
assessment and setting October 22, 2018 as the final assessment hearing date for the 2018 Street
Improvements Project 18-1.
.

CITY OF WEST ST. PAUL
DAKOTA COUNTY, MINNESOTA
RESOLUTION NO. 18-

RESOLUTION ORDERING PREPARATION OF PROPOSED ASSESSMENTS FOR
2018 STREET IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT 18-1
WHEREAS, a contract has been let for the 2018 Street Improvements Project with the
project limits described below:

Street
Bernard Street

Reconstruction
From
To
Stryker Avenue
Oakdale Avenue

Street
Charlton Street
Felix Street
Rehnberg Place
Christensen Avenue

Mill & Overlay
From
To
Annapolis Street
Marie Avenue
Emerson Avenue
Christensen Avenue
Oakdale Avenue
Christensen Avenue
Emerson Avenue
Rehnberg Place

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the West St. Paul City Council that:
1. The City Clerk, with the assistance of the City Engineer, shall forthwith calculate
the proper amount to be specifically assessed for such improvement against every
assessable lot, piece or parcel of land within the district affected, without regard
to cash valuation, as provided by law, and shall file a copy of such proposed
assessment in the City Office for public inspection.
2. The City Clerk shall, upon completion of such proposed assessment, notify the
Council thereof.
Adopted by the City Council of the City of West St. Paul, Minnesota, this 24th day of September
2018.
Attest:

Jenny Halverson, Mayor

Shirley R Buecksler, City Clerk

CITY OF WEST ST. PAUL
DAKOTA COUNTY, MINNESOTA
RESOLUTION NO. 18-

RESOLUTION CALLING FINAL HEARING ON PROPOSED ASSESSMENT FOR 2018
STREET IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT 18-1
WHEREAS, by a resolution passed by the City Council on September 24, 2018, the City
Clerk was directed to prepare a proposed assessment of the cost of the 2018 Street Improvements
Project with the project limits described below:
Reconstruction
Street
Bernard Street

From
Stryker Avenue

To
Oakdale Avenue

Mill & Overlay
Street
Charlton Street
Felix Street
Rehnberg Place
Christensen Avenue

From
Annapolis Street
Emerson Avenue
Oakdale Avenue
Emerson Avenue

To
Marie Avenue
Christensen Avenue
Christensen Avenue
Rehnberg Place

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the West St. Paul City Council that:
1. A hearing shall be held on October 22, 2018 in the Municipal Center Council
Chambers at 6:30 p.m. to pass upon such proposed assessment and, at such time
and place, all persons owning property affected by such improvement will be
given an opportunity to be heard with reference to such assessment.
2. The City Clerk is hereby directed to cause a notice of the hearing on the proposed
assessment to be published once in the official newspaper at least two weeks prior
to the hearing, and she shall state in the notice the total cost of the improvement.
The City Clerk shall also cause mailed notice to be given to the owner of each
parcel described in the assessment roll not less than two weeks prior to the
hearings.
3. The owner of any property so assessed may, at any time prior to certification of
the assessment to the County Auditor, pay the whole of the assessment on such
property, with interest accrued to the date of payment, to the City Treasurer,
except that no interest shall be charged if the entire assessment is paid within 30
days from the adoption of the assessment. In addition, no interest will be charged
if the entire assessment is paid in full by November 21, 2018. The owner may, at
any time thereafter, pay to the City Treasurer the entire amount of the assessment

Resolution No. 18Page 2 of 2

remaining unpaid, with interest accrued to December 31 of the year in which such
payment is made. Such payment must be made before December 31 or interest
will be charged through December 31 of the succeeding year.
Adopted by the City Council of the City of West St. Paul, Minnesota, this 24th day of September
2018.
Attest:

Jenny Halverson, Mayor

Shirley R Buecksler, City Clerk

City Council Report
To:

Mayor and City Council

Through:

Ryan Schroeder, City Manager

From:

Police Department

Date:

September 24, 2018

Declaration of Surplus Motor Vehicles
BACKGROUND INFORMATION:
Through the Police Departments DUI and Drug enforcement efforts the below two described motor
vehicles came into possession of our department. Through the civil forfeiture proceedings the
owners of the motor vehicles lost their claim of ownership to the motor vehicles and their
ownership was then transferred to the City of West St. Paul.
Due to the condition of the motor vehicles, the city has no use for them; thus, pursuant to state
statute and city code the motor vehicles will be sold at a public auction upon approval.
All license holders must comply with all conditions placed on the property pursuant to any zoning
approval.
The vehicles are:



2003 Buick Century
2008 Pontiac Grand Prix

VIN 2G4WS52J0312781652012
VIN 2G2WP5527811438

FISCAL IMPACT:
Pursuant to Minnesota state statute all proceeds from the sale of the above two motor vehicles
will be placed into the Police Department’s forfeiture account to be utilized for DUI enforcement
efforts.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:
By approving of the proposed resolution, declare the above listed vehicles as surplus and
authorize their sale, with any proceeds placed into the appropriate fund.

CITY OF WEST ST. PAUL
DAKOTA COUNTY, MINNESOTA
RESOLUTION NO. 18RESOLUTION DECLARING CERTAIN PROPERTY
SURPLUS AND AUTHORIZING SALE AND/OR DISPOSAL THEREOF

WHEREAS, certain City Property is no longer needed and has no practical use for
public service; as such, the below listed property should be offered for sale and/or disposal:
Vehicles:
2003 Buick Century
2008 Pontiac Grand Prix

VIN 2G4WS52J031278165
VIN 2G2WP5527811438

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the West St. Paul City Council that the
above listed vehicles are declared surplus and City Staff is authorized to dispose of said property
by auction, with the proceeds of such sales being disbursed according to law.
Adopted by the City Council of the City of West St. Paul, Minnesota, this 24th day of September
2018.
Attest:

Jenny Halverson, Mayor

Shirley R Buecksler, City Clerk

City Council Report
To:

Mayor and City Council

Through:

Ryan Schroeder, City Manager

From:

Melissa Sonnek, Community Development Coordinator

Date:

September 24, 2018

Rental Licensing
BACKGROUND INFORMATION:
2018 Rental Business Licenses – Background Required
According to the Rental Dwelling Ordinance, the city requires a background investigation for each
applicant. In addition, the Police Department reviewed calls for service to the properties to help identify
potential problem properties.
The Community Development Department reviewed the application, inspection report, rental density,
and code compliance requirements.
The background investigation, inspection report, and code compliance review on the property listed
below did not identify any incidents that would result in a denial of the rental license.
APPLICATIONS FOR APPROVAL:
205 Wentworth Avenue West (Apartment – Renewal)
85 Thompson Avenue West (Apartment – Renewal)
100 Emerson Avenue West (Apartment – Renewal)
FISCAL IMPACT:
Amount
Fund:
Department:
Account:

101
30000
32170

$ 3,512

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:
Staff recommends City Council approve the license applications.

City Council Report
To:

Mayor and City Council

Through:

Ryan Schroeder, City Manager

From:

Shirley Buecksler, City Clerk

Date:

September 24, 2018

Appointments to Lower Mississippi River Watershed Management
Organization
BACKGROUND INFORMATION:
With the resignation of Public Member Scot Deyo, the Lower Mississippi River Watershed Management
Organization (LMRWMO) is currently without a Board Member, as well as an Alternate Member.
Three applications were received between January 2017 and June 2018 with interest in the LMRWMO.
Since that time, all three applicants have since been appointed to other committees and commissions.
The attached application was received today from Sheila Vanney with an expressed interest in the
LMRWMO.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:
Appointment of members to Public Agencies require Council approval. Approval of the proposed
appointment for Sheila Vanney is recommended.

ATTACHMENT:
Application – Sheila Vanney
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City Council Report
To:

Mayor and City Council

Through:

Ryan Schroeder, City Manager

From:

Kori Land, City Attorney

Date:

September 24, 2018

Resolution Approving the Use of Eminent Domain to Acquire Private
Property Located at 1520 Robert Street South as Required for River to
River Greenway
BACKGROUND INFORMATION:
As you know, the City has been attempting to acquire the property at 1520 South Robert Street. While
we will continue to communicate with property owner to reach an agreement on the amount of
compensation, there is a legal process that the City must follow to assure that the property will be acquired
in time to meet construction and funding deadlines.
The attached resolution authorizes the use of eminent domain to acquire the property. Upon adoption, the
formal notice will be served on the property owner that commences a court action against the property.
In the notice, the owner will be informed that a “hearing on petition” has been scheduled and when the
hearing will take place.
At the same time as the eminent domain action is proceeding against the property, we will continue to
work with the property owners to attempt to reach an agreeable settlement, which would resolve the
eminent domain action against the property and the legal proceeding would be dismissed. If a settlement
amount cannot be agreed upon, the original offer amount will be made available to the property owner
and the eminent domain action will continue to go forward against the property. Ultimately, the amount
of compensation to be paid to the property owner will be determined by court-appointed commissioners
who listen to both sides to determine a fair value. If the property owner is not satisfied with their value
award, the owner has the right to appeal that decision.
The attached resolution is a procedural step in the process to ensure we meet the deadlines for having title
and possession of the property in a timely manner.

FISCAL IMPACT:
Amount
Fund:
Department:
Account:

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:
Adopt the attached Resolution Approving the Use of Eminent Domain to Acquire Temporary and
Permanent Easement Rights from Private Property Owners as Required for the Marie and Oakdale Trail
Project 18-4.

CITY OF WEST ST. PAUL
DAKOTA COUNTY, MINNESOTA
RESOLUTION NO. 18RESOLUTION APPROVING THE USE OF EMINENT DOMAIN TO ACQUIRE
TEMPORARY AND PERMANENT EASEMENT RIGHTS FROM PRIVATE
PROPERTY OWNERS AS REQUIRED FOR THE MARIE AND OAKDALE TRAIL
PROJECT 18-4
WHEREAS, in 2011, the City of West St. Paul (the “City”) completed a Pedestrian and
Bicycle Master Plan which identified the need for trail extensions on Oakdale and Marie as critical
elements of the City-wide non-motorized transportation framework and found that the trail gap on
Marie is a high priority to address in order to support Robert Street’s transformation to a
pedestrian-oriented district; and
WHEREAS, local, county and regional plans have all identified Oakdale Avenue (CSAH
73) as a bicycle route for northern Dakota County to allow trail users to reach St. Paul and connect
with the River to River Greenway at Wentworth Avenue (CSAH 8); and
WHEREAS, the City initiated Project No. 18-4 for the construction of a multi-use trail
along Marie Avenue from Robert Street to Oakdale Avenue in order to enhance the City’s offstreet network, increase the range of transportation opportunities for residents, improve the
pedestrian experience and provide connections to the neighborhoods, businesses, and recreational
amenities (the “Project”); and
WHEREAS, in April of 2015, the City’s consultant submitted the Final Feasibility Study
Report which studied several options for the trail design and route which utilize public right-ofway and minimize impacts to private property, to the extent possible, to determine the best side of
the street on which to develop the multi-use trail and to identify any pedestrian-level traffic control
needs; and
WHEREAS, on July 15, 2016, the City applied for a Transportation Alternatives Program
(TAP) grant from the Metropolitan Council which requested a grant in the amount of $1.195M to
construct an off-street trail and sidewalk on Marie Avenue from Robert Street to Oakdale Avenue;
and
WHEREAS, on January 18, 2017, the Metropolitan Council formally awarded the grant
to the City, which grant dollars are programmed to be distributed to the City in 2019 for
construction in 2019 and for the sole purpose of constructing the multi-use trail; and
WHEREAS, on February 13, 2017, the City formally accepted the grant and authorized
City staff to solicit bids to complete the necessary design/engineering for the Project; and
WHEREAS, on July 10, 2017, the City entered into a Joint Powers Agreement with
Dakota County (the “County”) for construction of the Oakdale (CSAH 73) Project 18-4; and

Resolution No. 18-

WHEREAS, on July 10, 2017, the City was authorized to enter into a contract with
engineering firm, Kimley-Horn & Associates, Inc., for the surveying, preliminary engineering,
final design and construction/staking/administration/inspection for the Project; and
WHEREAS, the City has retained right-of-way acquisition consultants Henning
Professional Services, Inc., through the professional services agreement with Kimley-Horn &
Associates; and
WHEREAS, following preliminary engineering, the scope of the Project changed, and a
federal aid scope amendment was requested and approved by the Transportation Advisory Board
in order to finalize the design and define the scope of the Project; and
WHEREAS, as a result of the federal scope change amendment, on February 12, 2018,
the City approved a contract revision with Kimley-Horn for the Project; and
WHEREAS, the City of West St. Paul has approved a contract for final design and land
acquisition for Marie and Oakdale Trail Project 18-4; and
WHEREAS, the working concept calls for construction of 10-foot bituminous trails on the
east side of Oakdale Avenue from Mendota Road to Wentworth Ave and on the south side of Marie
Avenue from Robert Street to Oakdale Avenue, as well as the addition of streetscape
improvements, including a pedestrian-scale lighting, vegetation, high-visibility crossings and
wayfinding in order to create a safe and pleasant experience for pedestrians and contribute to the
City’s surface transportation network; and
WHEREAS, to facilitate the Project, the City must acquire various permanent and
temporary easement interests from private property owners (collectively referred to as the
“Landowners”) prior to construction of the Project; and
WHEREAS, on May 14, 2018, the City approved Resolution No. 18-67 authorizing the
City Engineer, City Attorney, and Land Acquisition Team to negotiate with the Landowners to
acquire the temporary and permanent easement interests through direct negotiation, up to the
budgeted amount of $742,000, prior to construction of the Project; and
WHEREAS, the City and its consultants were unable to acquire the necessary temporary
and permanent easement interests by direct purchase from all affected Landowners as required for
the Project: and
WHEREAS, prior to construction of the Project, it is necessary for the City to acquire the
permanent and temporary easement interests described on the attached Exhibit A; and
WHEREAS, in 2006, the State of Minnesota enacted various eminent domain reforms
including an amendment to Minn. Stat. § 117.036 which: a) requires the City to provide the
property owner with a copy of the City’s appraisal and inform the property owner of the right to
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obtain an appraisal and receive reimbursement of appraisal costs pursuant to § 117.036, b) requires
reimbursement of a property owner’s appraisal costs up to $1,500 for single family and two-family
residential property and minimum damage acquisitions (i.e. appraised damages of $10,000 or less)
and $5,000 for other types of property, and c) requires good faith negotiations which include a
good faith attempt to negotiate personally with the property owner; and
WHEREAS, the City has complied with the statutory appraisal copy disclosure, notice of
property owner appraisal rights, appraisal cost reimbursement, and good faith negotiation
requirements of Minn. Stat. § 117.036; and
WHEREAS, also in 2006, the State of Minnesota enacted Minn. Stat. § 117.031 whereby
the City may be liable for a property owner’s attorney fees if the final judgment or award of
damages exceeds 20% and/or 40% of the City’s final written offer of just compensation prior to
filing a condemnation petition with the court; and
WHEREAS, on or before September 13, 2018, the City Attorney’s Office made the final
written offers of just compensation pursuant to Minn. Stat. §117.031 to the Landowners; and
WHEREAS, as of September 24, 2018, the City Attorney and/or the City’s direct purchase
consultant have been unable to reach a settlement with the affected Landowners listed in Exhibit
A; and
WHEREAS, the City Appraiser’s approved appraisals of value for the affected properties
are shown in Exhibit B; and
WHEREAS, Minnesota Statutes, § 117.042 provides the City with the authority to gain
title and possession to the Property following a 90-day notice period. This statute is commonly
referred to as the “quick take” statute. If a condemning authority does not utilize the “quick take”
statute, the title and right of possession to the Property would only transfer to the City following
the settlement of the Property in a valuation case, which can extend over a multi-year period; and
WHEREAS, the City’s ability to advertise and receive bids for the Project on a timely
basis would be affected unless it utilizes the “quick take” statute. Moreover, because it would not
have the requisite property rights, the City would be unable to award a single construction contract
for the Project unless it utilizes the “quick take” statute. Therefore, the 90-day “quick take”
procedure must be utilized: a) to allow the City to award a single and reasonably economical
construction contract for the Project, b) to best capitalize on potential bid prices, c) to meet the
Project construction schedule and avoid the need for extended property acquisition takings; and
WHEREAS, the City staff recommends that the West St. Paul City Council authorize the
use of the City’s power of eminent domain for the acquisition of the permanent and temporary
easement interests shown in Exhibit A as required for the Project.
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE WEST ST. PAUL CITY
COUNCIL:
1)

That the City Council hereby authorizes the use of eminent domain for the acquisition of
the permanent and temporary easements shown in Exhibit A as required for the Project.

2)

That the City Council approves the appraised values of the acquisition listed in Exhibit B
and finds that a 90-day “quick take” is required pursuant to Minnesota Statutes, § 117.042:
a) to allow the City to award a single and reasonably economical construction contract for
the Project, b) to best capitalize on potential bid prices, c) to meet the Project construction
schedule and avoid the need for extended temporary easement takings.

3)

That the City Manager, City Attorney and/or City consultants are directed to continue good
faith settlement negotiations with the Landowners listed in Exhibit A; and, the City
Manager and City Attorney are authorized to take the necessary action pursuant to
Minnesota Statutes, Chapter 117, to acquire the property rights required for the Project.

Adopted by the City Council of the City of West St. Paul, Minnesota, this 24th day of September
2018.
Attest:

Jenny Halverson, Mayor

Shirley R Buecksler, City Clerk
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EXHIBIT A

PARCEL/LANDOWNER

EASEMENT INTEREST

Parcel 9:

RWIC Credit Fund Limited
Partnership

Trail: 6,331 sf
TE: 2,411 sf

Parcel 10:

Crown Builders, Inc.

Trail: 1,105
TE: 325

Parcel 11:

Ottawa Investment Company,
Limited Partnership

Trail: 10,666
TE: 2,654

Parcel 12:

Timberland Partners, LLP, et al.

TE:

Parcel 14:

Southview Acres Health Care
Center Inc.

Trail: 1,129
TE: 6,649

Parcel 15:

Timberland Partners, LLP, et al.

Trail: 150
TE: 4,489

Parcel 17:

The Phoenix Residence, Inc.

Trail: 1,060
TE: 1,134

Parcel 24:

Clean Holdings, LLC

Trail: 1,125
TE: 6,077

Parcel 25:

Thomas L. & Terri S. Skadron

Trail: 1,220
TE: 1,608

Parcel 26:

150 Marie, LLC

Trail: 2,317
TE: 1,961

Parcel 28:

Colleen L. Trejo

TE:

Parcel 29:

Margaret E. Vick

Trail: 279
TE: 1,119

Parcel 30:

Robert Allen Plesha

TE:

A-1

966

25

196
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EXHIBIT B
City’s Approved Appraisal of Value
PARCEL/LANDOWNER

APPROVED APPRAISAL OF VALUE

Parcel 9:

RWIC Credit Fund Limited
Partnership

$36,700

Parcel 10:

Crown Builders, Inc.

$5,500

Parcel 11:

Ottawa Investment Company,
Limited Partnership

$61,500

Parcel 12:

Timberland Partners, LLP, et al.

$1,000

Parcel 14:

Southview Acres Health Care
Center Inc.

$33,800

Parcel 15:

Timberland Partners, LLP, et al.

$6,800

Parcel 17:

The Phoenix Residence, Inc.

$19,600

Parcel 24:

Clean Holdings, LLC

$61,200

Parcel 25:

Thomas L. & Terri S. Skadron

$5,900

Parcel 26:

150 Marie, LLC

$22,450

Parcel 28:

Colleen L. Trejo

$100

Parcel 29:

Margaret E. Vick

$2,300

Parcel 30:

Robert Allen Plesha

$1,800
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City Council Report
To:

Mayor and City Council

Through:

Ryan Schroeder, City Manager

From:

Ben Boike, Assistant Comm. Dev. Dir.

Date:

September 24, 2018

Property Line Adjustment for 1959/1965 Pine Ridge Dr.
BACKGROUND INFORMATION:
The property owners of 1959 Pine Ridge Dr. are requesting a property line adjustment between their
property and their neighbor’s property at 1965 Pine Ridge Dr. (see attached survey drawing). The
property owner of 1959 Pine Ridge has agreed to sell a portion of their front yard to the owners of 1965
Pine Ridge due to the existing pool area at 1965 Pine Ridge encroaching on their property. The owners
of 1959 Pine Ridge are in the process of selling their home and the deal with the buyer is contingent on
the proposed lot line adjustment.
Since both properties were previously platted, the Subdivision Ordinance allows a property line
adjustment through an administrative review process if the two resulting lots are in compliance with the
subdivision standards, which they are. In order to record the property line adjustment, the County
requests a resolution from the City approving the property line adjustment.

FISCAL IMPACT:
Plat App Fee
Fund:
Department:
Account:

Amount
101
30000
34955

$279

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:
Staff recommends that the City Council approve the attached resolution therefore approving the
proposed property line adjustment for recording at the County.
ATTACHMENTS:
Resolution
Survey Drawing

1 of 1

LAND PLANNERS

2422 Enterprise Drive
Mendota Heights, MN 55120

CIVIL ENGINEERS

c 2018 Pioneer Engineering, P.A.

Sheet

LAND SURVEYORS

(651) 681-1914
Fax: 681-9488
www.pioneereng.com

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS

Cad File: 118293000.dwg
Folder #: 1418
Drawn by: MW / PH

1959 Pine Ridge Drive
West Saint Paul, MN 55118
(651) 279-4472

Curtis Kemp

Description Sketch for:

CITY OF WEST ST. PAUL
DAKOTA COUNTY, MINNESOTA
RESOLUTION NO. 18RESOLUTION APPROVING A PROPERTY LINE ADJUSTMENT
BETWEEN 1959 PINE RIDGE DRIVE AND 1965 PINE RIDGE DRIVE
WHEREAS, a property survey (per attached exhibit) has been submitted to the City of
West St. Paul for the two properties legally described as:
Lot 1: LOT 15, BLOCK 1 MARYWOOD (1959 Pine Ridge Drive)
Lot 2: LOT 14, BLOCK 1 MARYWOOD (1965 Pine Ridge Drive)

WHEREAS, the City of West St. Paul Subdivision Code allows for an administrative
review of proposed property line adjustments for platted, conforming lots; and
WHEREAS, the City has conducted an administrative review of the property line
adjustment per the attached exhibit; and
WHEREAS, the proposed property line adjustment is in accordance with the Subdivision
requirements; and
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the West St. Paul City Council that the
proposed property line adjustment between 1959 Pine Ridge Drive and 1965 Pine Ridge Drive,
per the attached exhibit, is hereby approved.
Adopted by the City Council of the City of West St. Paul, Minnesota, this 24th day of September
2018.
Attest:

Jenny Halverson, Mayor

___________________________
Shirley R Buecksler, City Clerk

City Council Report
To:

Mayor and City Council

Through:

Ryan Schroeder, City Manager

From:

Ross Beckwith, Public Works & Parks Director/City Engineer

Date:

September 24, 2018

Public Improvement Hearing; Authorize Preparation of Plans &
Specifications for 2019 Street Improvements Project 19-1
BACKGROUND INFORMATION:
The City Council is requested to hold the public improvement hearing for the 2019 Street Improvements
and authorize the preparation of plans/specifications on the project. On August 14, 2018 the City
Council received the feasibility study that described in detail the proposed project improvements. The
2019 project recommends reconstruction of Livingston Ave. from Thompson Ave. to Mendota Rd. and
the alley south of Orme St. west of Smith Avenue.
Staff and the project consultant, Bolton & Menk, recently held a neighborhood open house meeting on
September 11, 2018 to take discuss the project in further detail and take input from residents. A total of
13 people signed in at the open house. There was discussion about the assessment policy and general
construction/timeline topics.
Over the next few months the engineering consultant will prepare final plans/specifications for
Livingston Ave. and the Engineering Department will prepare plans for the alley reconstruction. The
next steps for this project include:
1. January, 2019 Council Action: Approve Plans and Specifications and Order Advertisement for
Bids
2. Bid opening in February 2019.
3. March, 2019 Council Action: Accepting Bids and Awarding Contract
4. Construction May-October 2019
5. September, 2019 Council Action: Order Preparation of Proposed Assessment and Call for Final
Assessment Hearing.
6. October, 2019 Council Action: Assessment Hearing
Under Minnesota Statute Section 429.081 property owners have the right to appeal their assessment to
district court. Within 30 days after the adoption of the assessment, any person aggrieved, who is not
precluded by failure to object prior to or at the assessment hearing, or whose failure to so object is due
to a reasonable cause, may appeal to the district court by serving a notice upon the mayor or clerk of
the municipality. The notice shall be filed with the court administrator of the district court within ten
days after its service. The municipal clerk shall furnish appellant a certified copy of objections filed in
the assessment proceedings, the assessment roll or part complained of, and all papers necessary to

present the appeal. The appeal shall be placed upon the calendar of the next general term commencing
more than five days after the date of serving the notice and shall be tried as other appeals in such cases.
The court shall either affirm the assessment or set it aside and order a reassessment as provided in
section 429.071, subdivision 2. If appellant does not prevail upon the appeal, the costs incurred shall be
taxed by the court and judgment entered therefor. All objections to the assessment shall be deemed
waived unless presented on such appeal. This section provides the exclusive method of appeal from a
special assessment levied pursuant to this chapter.

FISCAL IMPACT:
The current Public Improvement and Special Assessment Policy assesses street improvements at 25% of
the total project. The policy also includes assessing 100% of the cost of new sidewalk and streetlights,
and 25% of the cost for replacement street lights. This project will be assessed using the ‘per foot’
method and assessments are estimated to total $1,049,487. The costs for storm sewer, watermain and
sanitary sewer repair/replacement are not assessed.
The preliminary total project cost is $5.25M including $700k for watermain replacement, which the city
will be reimbursed for by SPRWS.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:
Staff is recommending that the City Council conduct a public improvement hearing and adopt the
attached resolution authorizing the preparation of plans and specifications for the 2019 Street
Improvements Project 19-1.
Attachment: Resolution

CITY OF WEST ST. PAUL
DAKOTA COUNTY, MINNESOTA
RESOLUTION NO. 18-

RESOLUTION ORDERING IMPROVEMENT AND AUTHORIZING PREPARATION
OF PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS FOR CITY PROJECT 19-1
WHEREAS, a resolution of the City Council adopted on August 14, 2018 fixed a date
for a Council hearing on the proposed improvements of Livingston Avenue from Mendota Road
to Thompson Avenue and the alley south of Orme Street, west of Smith Avenue by street
reconstruction and utility improvements, pursuant to Minnesota Statutes, Sections 429.011 to
429.111; and
WHEREAS, ten days mailed notice and two weeks published notice of the hearing was
given, and the hearing was held thereon on September 24, 2018 at which all persons desiring to
be heard were given an opportunity to be heard thereon.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the West St. Paul City Council that:
1. Such improvement is necessary, cost-effective and feasible as detailed in the feasibility
report.
2. Such improvement is hereby ordered as proposed in the Council resolution adopted the
September 24, 2018.
3. The City Engineer is hereby designated as the engineer for this improvement. The
engineer along with the project consultant from Bolton & Menk shall prepare plans and
specification for the making of such improvement.
Adopted by the City Council of the City of West St. Paul, Minnesota, this 24th day of September
2018.
Attest:

Jenny Halverson, Mayor

Shirley R Buecksler, City Clerk

From: Emma Skog
Sent: Thursday, September 06, 2018 3:07 PM
To: Darin Rezac
Subject: 19-1 Livingston-Mendota rd
I want to make a request about the reconstruction I will be unable to attend the
meeting because I am a full time care giver for my Autistic son. We go for a lot of
walks and I live off Fox Ridge Court so we are on Livingston all the time PLESASE
put in large sidewalks so we can feel more safe. The cars go by so fast and when
there is snow and mud we cant walk on the grass. Also I would like to see a nice
bench and a covering for all the people taking the bus. I feel so bad for them.
Emma Skog
5 Fox Ridge Court # d
Wst paul mn 55118

CITY OF WEST ST. PAUL
DAKOTA COUNTY, MINNESOTA
RESOLUTION NO. 18RESOLUTION IMPOSING SANCTIONS UPON
RETAIL TOBACCO LICENSE HOLDER
NOWAK’S LIQUORS

WHEREAS, state law authorizes a City Council to impose sanctions upon the holder
of a Retail Tobacco License who has failed to comply with an applicable statute, upon a hearing
duly noticed, and the opportunity for the license holder to be heard;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of
West St. Paul, Minnesota, as follows:

FINDINGS
Notice of a hearing for the imposition of a sanction for a liquor violation was duly given to the
Tobacco License holder for the premises at 1034 Robert Street, West St. Paul, Minnesota on
August 30, 2018, pursuant to Minnesota Statutes, sections 14.57 to 14.69; and
Notice of a hearing for the imposition of a sanction for a liquor violation was duly given to the
store clerk, Alexander James D’Amico, residing at 110 Bernard Street, West St. Paul, Minnesota
on August 30, 2018, pursuant to Minnesota Statutes, sections 14.57 to 14.69.
1.01

The hearing was held on Monday, September 24, 2018, in the Council Chambers in
City Hall, located at 1616 Humboldt Avenue, West St. Paul, MN.

1.02

At the hearing all persons who appeared and desired to be heard, were heard.

CONCLUSION
2.01

Based upon the evidence presented at the hearing, the City Council concludes that the
Tobacco License holder for the premises at 1034 Robert Street (Nowak’s Liquors) failed
to comply with an applicable statute in that a tobacco product was sold to an underage
person on April 9, 2018 in the licensed establishment; and

2.02

The clerk at the time, Alexander James D’Amico, residing at 110 Bernard Street, West
St. Paul, Minnesota, conducted the illegal sale of the tobacco product;

2.03

The following sanctions are imposed for the violation:
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a) $75 fine for the license holder (Minimum statutory/City Code requirement - $75);
b) $50 fine for the employee (Minimum statutory/City Code requirement - $50);
c) The Licensee must pay the civil sanction ($75) within 30 days of being invoiced;
d) While holding a City-issued Tobacco License, a representative from this establishment
will attend any future City-sponsored tobacco compliance training when notified; and
e) While holding a City-issued Tobacco License, the license holder must document and
maintain the signatures and dates of any tobacco training their employee’s receive. This
list must be up kept to date and made available to the Police Department upon a
reasonable request.
Adopted by the City Council of the City of West St. Paul, Minnesota, this 24th day of September
2018.
Attest:

Jenny Halverson, Mayor

Shirley R Buecksler, City Clerk

City Council Report
To:

Mayor and City Council

Through:

Ryan Schroeder, City Manager

From:

Ben Boike, Assistant Comm. Dev. Dir.

Date:

September 24, 2018

Zoning Code Amendment regarding Temporary Homeless Shelters
BACKGROUND INFORMATION:
Based on direction from Council, Staff is recommending the attached ordinance amendment to allow
temporary homeless shelters in the R1 and B3 districts through an Interim Use Permit (IUP). The
proposed ordinance is in response to an operator that provided temporary homeless shelters in two
churches last winter. The zoning ordinance does not currently have language regulating this use.
If the draft amendment is approved the IUP process requires an annual application through the City.
The first application would require Planning Commission and Council review with subsequent years
allowing for administrative review if the application is identical to the previous year and if there were no
issues during the previous year.
In addition to requiring an IUP, the proposed language would require the following requirements in the
R1 districts:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)
(6)
(7)
(8)
(9)

The principal use on the site is not a single-family or two-family use;
The interim use is accessary to the principal use on the site and is located within an existing
structure;
The interim use is only operated as a temporary residential housing for the homeless use from
November 1 through May 1;
The interim use is only operated for 30 consecutive days and no more than 60 days total during
the permitted months identified above;
A fire inspection is required prior to occupancy and the applicant must satisfy all the
requirements of the Fire Department;
A building code inspection is required prior to occupancy and the applicant must satisfy all the
requirements of the Building Official;
The number of temporary residential occupants allowed shall be determined by the Fire
Marshal pursuant to the Fire Code;
The interim use is operated by a Minnesota non-profit corporation who has a contract to
operate such services through Dakota County Social Services;
The principal use and the interim use shall possess all federal, state and local licenses and
permits required prior to occupancy of the interim use.

Shelters would be required to meet the same requirements outlined above in the B3 districts (Augustana
Lutheran Church). In addition, in the B3 districts the principal use on the site cannot be single-family, a
business or a commercial use. In terms of the number of residents allowed, each location will require an

inspection prior to occupancy to determine the maximum number of residents allowed. Occupancy for
each location will be reviewed as part of the Interim Use Permit process.
PLANNING COMMISSION:
Planning Commission met in regular session on September 18, 2018 to discuss the amendment. The
Commission voted 6-0 in favor of the amendment as presented by City Staff.
No one from the public wished to speak on the item.
FISCAL IMPACT:

Fund:
Department:
Account:

Amount
N/A

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:
Staff is recommending that the Council approve the first reading.
ATTACHMENT:
Draft Ordinance
TIMELINE:
September 18: Planning Commission Recommendation
September 24: City Council First Reading
October 8: City Council Second Reading (public hearing)

CITY OF WEST ST. PAUL
DAKOTA COUNTY, MINNESOTA
ORDINANCE NO._________

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE WEST ST. PAUL ZONING CODE ALLOWING
TEMPORARY RESIDENTIAL HOUSING FOR THE HOMELESS
AS AN INTERIM USE
The City of West Saint Paul does ordain:
SECTION 1. West St. Paul Zoning Code Section 154.004 regarding DEFINITIONS is
hereby AMENDED to add the following definition:
TEMPORARY RESIDENTIAL HOUSING FOR THE HOMELESS. Temporary residential
housing for groups of people who are part of a temporary residential housing for the homeless
program located within an existing structure of the principal use, intended for a limited period of
time.
SECTION 2. West St. Paul Zoning Code Section 153.054 relating to temporary residential
housing residential housing is hereby ENACTED as follows:
153.054 INTERIM USES.
Within any R-1A One-Family Use District, the following uses shall be interim uses:
(A) Temporary residential housing for the homeless provided that it meets the following
conditions:
(1) The principal use on the site is not a single-family or two-family use;
(2) The interim use is accessary to the principal use on the site and is located within an
existing structure;
(3) The interim use is only operated as a temporary residential housing for the homeless
use from November 1 through May 1;
(4) The interim use is only operated for 30 consecutive days and no more than 60 days
total during the permitted months identified above;
(5) A fire inspection is required prior to occupancy and the applicant must satisfy all the
requirements of the Fire Department;
(6) A building code inspection is required prior to occupancy and the applicant must
satisfy all the requirements of the Building Official;
(7) The number of temporary residential occupants allowed shall be determined by the
Fire Marshal pursuant to the Fire Code;
(8) The interim use is operated by a Minnesota non-profit corporation who has a contract
to operate such services through Dakota County Social Services;
1

(9) The principal use and the interim use shall possess all federal, state and local licenses
and permits required prior to occupancy of the interim use.

SECTION 3. West St. Paul Zoning Code Section 153.069 relating to temporary residential
housing for the homeless is hereby ENACTED as follows:
153.069 INTERIM USES.
Within any R-1B One-Family Use District, the following uses shall be interim uses:
(A) Temporary residential housing for the homeless provided that it meets the conditions
outlined in §153.054 (A).
SECTION 4. West St. Paul Zoning Code Section 153.084 relating to temporary residential
housing for the homeless is hereby ENACTED as follows:
153.084 INTERIM USES.
Within any R-1C One-Family Use District, the following uses shall be interim uses:
(A) Temporary residential housing for the homeless provided that it meets the conditions
outlined in §153.054 (A).
SECTION 5. West St. Paul Zoning Code Section 153.172 related to temporary residential
housing for the homeless is hereby AMENDED as follows:
153.172 INTERIM USES.
Within the B-3 General Business District, the following uses shall be interim uses:
(A) Any interim use regulated in the B-2 District, §153.157, provided that it meets the following
conditions:
(1) The sales area shall be setback at least 300 feet from the Robert Street right-of-way and
150 feet back from any other street.
(2) The sales area shall not reduce the required supply of off-street parking below the
required number of spaces for the principal building and for the interim use.
(3) Off-street parking required for the sales area shall be one space per 150 square feet of
sales area.
(B) Temporary residential housing for the homeless provided that it meets the conditions
outlined in §153.054 (A) and that the principal use on the site is not a single-family,
business or commercial use.

2

SECTION 6. SUMMARY PUBLICATION. Pursuant to Minnesota Statutes Section
412.191, in the case of a lengthy ordinance, a summary may be published. While a copy of the
entire ordinance is available without cost at the office of the City Clerk, the following summary is
approved by the City Council and shall be published in lieu of publishing the entire ordinance:
The ordinance allows for temporary residential housing for the homeless as an interim use
from November 1 through May 1 as long as it is located in non-single-family and noncommercial uses in the R1 and B3 zoning districts and operates for no more than 30
consecutive days and 60 days total from November 1 through May 1.
SECTION 7. EFFECTIVE DATE. This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect from
and after its passage and publication according to law.

Passed by the City Council of the City of West St. Paul, Minnesota, this _____ day of
_______________________, 2018.
Ayes:

Nays:
Attest:

Jenny Halverson, Mayor

Shirley R. Buecksler, City Clerk
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City Council Report
To:

Mayor and City Council

Through:

Ryan Schroeder, City Manager

From:

Melissa Sonnek, Community Development Coordinator

Date:

September 24, 2018

First Reading: Ordinance Amending Allowable Grass Height
BACKGROUND INFORMATION:
In April of 2017, the City Council approved and ordinance amendment that lowered the maximum
allowable grass height from 12 to 8 inches. Since that time, City Staff has found an inconsistency in
code section 94.37A(d), that still stated that grass could be 12 inches.
As a result, City Staff is recommending to amend section 94.37A(d) of the code to create uniformity
throughout all code sections.
FISCAL IMPACT:
Amount
Fund:
Department:
Account:

N/A

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:
City Staff recommends that the City Council approve the first reading.

ATTACHMENTS:
Ordinance amending sections 94.37A(d).

TIMELINE:
September 24, 2018 – City Council First Reading
October 8, 2018 – City Council Second Reading

CITY OF WEST ST. PAUL
DAKOTA COUNTY, MINNESOTA
Ord. No. 18AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
WEST ST. PAUL CITY ORDINANCE
SECTION 94.37A(d) REGARDING WEEDS
The City Council of West St. Paul does ordain:
SECTION 1. AMENDMENT. West St. Paul Zoning Ordinance Section 94.37 A(d) is hereby
amended as follows:

WEEDS
§ 94.35 SHORT TITLE.
This subchapter shall be cited as the “Weed Ordinance.”
§ 94.36 JURISDICTION.
This subchapter shall be in addition to any state statute or regulation or county ordinance
presently in effect, subsequently added, amended or repealed.
§ 94.37 DEFINITIONS; EXCLUSIONS.
(A) For the purpose of this subchapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context
clearly indicates or requires a different meaning.
DESTRUCTION ORDER. The notice served by the City Council or designated city official,
in cases of appeal, on the property owner of the ordinance violation that shall conform to Minn.
Stat. § 18.83, Subd. 2, as it may be amended from time to time.
MEADOW VEGETATION. Grasses and flowering broad-leaf plants that are native to, or
adapted to, the state, and that are commonly found in meadow and prairie plant communities,
except weeds as defined herein.
PROPERTY OWNER. The person occupying the property, the holder of legal title or a
person having control over the property of another, such as a right-of-way, easement, license or
lease.
WEEDS, GRASSES and RANK VEGETATION. Includes, but is not limited to, the
following:
(a) Noxious weeds and rank vegetation shall include, but not be limited to: alum (allium),
Buckthorn, Bur Cucumber, Canada Thistle, Corncockle, Cressleaf Groundsel, Curly Dock,
Dodder, Field Bindweed, French Weed, Hairy Whitetop, Hedge Bindweed, Hoary Cress,
Horsenettle, Johnsongrass, Leafy Spurge, Mile-A-Minute Weed, Musk Thistle, Oxeye Daisy,
Perennial Sowthistle, Poison Hemlock, Purple Loosestrife, Quackgrass, Russian Knapweed,
Russian Thistle, Serrated Tussock, Shatter Cane, Sorghum, Wild Carrot, Wild Garlic, Wild
Mustard, Wild Onion, Wild Parsnip;

(b) Grapevines when growing in groups of 100 or more and not pruned, sprayed,
cultivated or otherwise maintained for two consecutive years;
(c) Bushes of the species of tall, common or European barberry, further known as berberis
vulgaris or its horticultural varieties;
(d) Any weeds, grass or plants, other than trees, bushes, flowers or other ornamental
plants, growing to a height exceeding 8 inches12 inches;
(e) Rank vegetation includes the uncontrolled, uncultivated growth of annuals and
perennial plants;
(f) The term WEEDS does not include shrubs, trees, cultivated plants or crops.
(g) Any other weed designated by Minn. Stat. § 18.77(8), as it may be amended from time
to time, as noxious.
(B) In no event shall cultivated plants or crops include plants which have been defined by
state statute or administrative rule as being noxious or detrimental plants.

SECTION 2. EFFECTIVE DATE. This ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and
after its passage and publication according to law.

Passed this

day of

, 2018.

Attest:

Jenny Halverson, Mayor

Shirley R Buecksler, City Clerk

City Council Report
To:

Mayor and City Council

Through:

Ryan Schroeder, City Manager

From:

Melissa Sonnek, Community Development Coordinator

Date:

September 24, 2018

First Reading: Ordinance Amending Plantings in the Alleyway
BACKGROUND INFORMATION:
Due to an increase in complaints about overgrown plantings and general lack of maintenance in some of
the alleyways within the City, Staff looked into creating additional language to discourage planting new
items in the alleyways or allowing existing plants to overgrow into the alleyways. This was
accomplished by adding some additional language to an already existing section within the City Code.
Staff is proposing to add the following language to the existing ordinance:
No structures/features, fences, walls, posts, trees, bushes, or any other plant life other than grass
shall be allowed to grow, extend, be placed, replaced, planted, replanted, or any combination
thereof, over, into and/or within any alley. The above listed provisions shall not prohibit planting,
replanting, and/or maintenance of plantings or landscaping in the boulevard, pursuant to Chapter
96.
FISCAL IMPACT:
Amount
Fund:
Department:
Account:

N/A

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:
City Staff recommends that the City Council approve the first reading.
ATTACHMENTS:
Ordinance amending sections 95.01(A), 95.01(B), and 95.01(C).
TIMELINE:
September 24, 2018 – City Council First Reading
October 8, 2018 – City Council Second Reading

ORDINANCE NO._________
CITY OF WEST ST. PAUL
DAKOTA COUNTY, MINNESOTA
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 95.01 REGARDING WEEDS AND
CHAPTER 94.37A REGARDING PUBLIC NUISANCES AND THE DEFINITION OF
WEEDS, GRASSES AND RANK VEGETATION
OF THE WEST ST. PAUL CITY CODE
The City Council of West St. Paul does ordain:
SECTION 1. West St. Paul City Code Chapter 95.01 relating to Weeds is hereby
amended as follows:
§ 95.01 WEEDS., PLANTINGS, AND OTHER STRUCTURES/FEATURES.
(A) (A) General rule.
1. No structures/features, fences, walls, posts, trees, bushes, or any other plant life
other than grass shall be allowed to grow, extend, be placed, replaced, planted,
replanted, or any combination thereof, over, into and/or within any alleyway. The
above listed provisions shall not prohibit planting, replanting, and/or maintenance
of plantings or landscaping in the boulevard, pursuant to Chapter 96.
1.2.The owner and occupant of any property are responsible for the maintenance of the
grass and grounds of the property. . Any weeds, whether noxious or not, growing
upon any lot or parcel of land outside the traveled portion of a street or alley, which
are greater than eight inches or which have gone or are about to go to seed, are
public nuisances.
(B) Notice. The Weed Inspector will serve notice upon the owner and occupant ordering that
the weeds be cut and removed within 48 hours. Notice must be served pursuant to Chapter 94.
(C) Removal and assessment. Following service of the notice, if the owner or occupant fails to
comply, the city may remove the nuisance and assess the costs against the current occupant,
pursuant to Chapter 94.
(2001 Code, § 810.01)
SECTION 2. SUMMARY PUBLICATION. Pursuant to Minnesota Statutes Section
412.191, in the case of a lengthy ordinance, a summary may be published. While a copy of the
entire ordinance is available without cost at the office of the City Clerk, the following summary
is approved by the City Council and shall be published in lieu of publishing the entire ordinance:
These Ordinance amendments add that no structures or vegetation other than grass
and trees are allowed in an alley and corrects an inconsistency to clarify that weeds
cannot be taller than 8 inches.
1

SECTION 3. EFFECTIVE DATE. This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect
from and after its passage and publication according to law.

Passed this

day of

, 2018.

Attest:

Jenny Halverson, Mayor

Shirley R Buecksler, City Clerk
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City Council Report
To:

Mayor and City Council

Through:

Ryan Schroeder, City Manager

From:

Charlene Stark, Finance Director

Date:

September 24, 2018

Financial Plan-Policies
BACKGROUND INFORMATION:
Pursuant to State Law, the City is required to declare a maximum 2019 property tax levy no
later than September 30, 2018. Preliminary budget and levy was presented to the Council at
the Sept 10th Open Council Work Session (OCWS). The 2019 preliminary property tax levy
has been reduced from the 10.37% increase presented at that meeting to 9.96% increase.
For Council consideration the total preliminary levy for 2019 is $15,773,888. Below is the
comparison of the 2018 final adopted budget to the preliminary 2019 Levy as well as the
2020 conceptual levy.
Fund
General Fund &
Community Events
EDA Fund
Insurance Fund
Debt Service Funds
Capital Funds
Golf Course
Ice Arena
Pool
Regional Athletic
Center
Total Levy
Percent Increase

2018
$9,788,644

Preliminary
2019 Levy
$10,825,926

Change over
2018
$1,037,282

Conceptual
2020 Levy
$11,859,997

338,171
393,550
3,114,600
125,000
101,653
151,969
331,084

335,538
466,300
3,755,657
58,000
100,404
231,820

(2,633)
72,750
641,057
(67,000)
(101,653)
(51,565)
(99,264)

40,579
499,780
4,445,399
191,479
231,820

$14,344,671

$15,773,645

$1,428,974

$17,269,054

10.79%

9.96%

9.48%

EDA LEVY-New
TOTAL BUDGET

300,000
$31,613,220

$38,449,585

$6,886,365

A summary of major changes for 2019 are outlined below:
Drivers:
 Debt service levy increase $641,057, a 23.72% increase over 2018.

$34,888,797



Operating levy increase of $900,544, a 4.63% increase for 2019 and $820,083 or
4.03% increase for 2020.
o Operating includes salary and benefits,
o General liability, property and auto coverage
o Utilities for City Hall, Public Works as well as the park facilities
o Contractual services such as Fire services provided by South Metro Fire
Department and DCC services.
o Increase for Park maintenance staff
o Increase for Robert Street maintenance

FISCAL IMPACT:
Amount
Fund:
Department:
Account:

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:
Staff recommends approving a 2019 preliminary budget of $38,499,585 and maximum levy of
$15,773,645 for certification to the county auditor.
Attachments:
Presentation on Preliminary Budget
Resolution for adopting the Preliminary Budget, Levy and reduction in Debt Levy
Resolution to set Truth in Taxation hearing and Final Budget Adoption

2019 Preliminary
Budget & Levy
2020 Conceptual
Budget & Levy
9/24/2018 Council Meeting

BUDGET PROCESS-2 YEAR
• This budget cycle the City has moved toward a
two year budget process.
– The Goal is to improve long term financial stability
of the City while providing funding for services
today.
– Local Option Sales Tax is being proposed for levy
stability in 2021
– A long term financial plan has been incorporated
into this budget process to provide for a stronger
financial security.

BUDGET PROCESS-REVENUES
• Realigned allocation of Revenues: LGA and Franchise Fee.

– Goal is to improve the overall financial health of the City Capital
Project Funds and provide for Debt Reduction.
– These revenues will now fund the annual capital needs as well
as set aside savings for future needs.
– 2019 needs:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

City Hall maintenance
Park Improvements
Street Maintenance
Technology
Vehicle and Equipment Replacements
Ice Arena Improvements
Balance allocated to reduce Levy in General Fund

2019 Budget Initiatives:
•
•

2019 Street Improvement Program-Livingston & Wentworth-Dakota
County led project
Both 2019 and 2020 budget focus on maintenance and repair of City
infrastructure and facilities.

– City Hall continued building maintenance-doors and windows in 2019 to
increase energy efficiency, Police space needs in 2020.
– Arena improvement in 2019 and 2020 to improve lighting-for energy efficiency
and the parking lot
– Swimming pool needs are being assessed

•
•
•

Assume Robert Street Maintenance
Increase Park Maintenance
Improve Overall Cash Balance

– Revenue allocations have been incorporated into the CIP and CEP plan
– Working towards debt reduction
– Cash goals have been set for all funds.

2019 and 2020 BUDGET

2019 BUDGET

2018-2020 BUDGET COMPARISON

2019-2020 LEVY

TAX COMPARISON-RESIDENTIAL

TAX COMPARISON-COMMERICAL

NEXT STEPS:
• Tonight adopt preliminary budget and levy for
2019 and set date for public hearing on Dec. 10th.
• Staff will continue to work toward lowering the
budget and levy.
• At the December 10th Council meeting

– The 2019 budget/levy will be adopted
– The 2020 budget will be conceptual approved
– The updated CIP/CEP plans will be approved as well as
the financial plan incorporated into these budgets

CITY OF WEST ST. PAUL
DAKOTA COUNTY, MINNESOTA
RESOLUTION NO. 18RESOLUTION ADOPTING THE PRELIMINARY BUDGET & SETTING THE
PRELIMINARY 2019 TAX LEVY & DEBT SERVICE LEVY

WHEREAS, the City of West St. Paul, Minnesota is required by Minnesota Statue
§275.065 to adopt a preliminary budget and to certify to Dakota County a proposed tax levy on
or before September 30th of each year; and,
WHEREAS, the City Council has reviewed and established a proposed budget and
subsequent property tax levy for Fiscal Year 2019 beginning January 1, 2019 and ending
December 31, 2019; and,
WHEREAS, the City Council is proposing the annual budget to be set for $38,499,585:
and,
WHEREAS, the City Council is proposing the property tax levy of $11,786,168 and the
debt service levy of $3,987,477 for a total of $15,773,645 collectible in 2019, upon taxable
property in the City: and,
WHEREAS, the City Council shall use existing City revenues to meet the annual debt
obligations for the 2012A Tax abatement bonds $100,000; 2018A General obligation bonds
$421,953, thereby reducing the total debt levy issued and collected from property taxes of
$521,953.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the West St. Paul City Council, the
following preliminary 2019 budget and total tax levy are hereby adopted:
1. Total 2019 budget
2. Total 2019 tax and debt levy

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the City Manager and Finance Director are hereby
directed to submit this resolution and other required documentation to Dakota County for
certification.
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Adopted by the City Council of the City of West St. Paul, Minnesota, this 24th day of September
2018.
Attest:

Jenny Halverson, Mayor

Shirley R Buecksler, City Clerk

CITY OF WEST ST. PAUL
DAKOTA COUNTY, MINNESOTA
RESOLUTION NO. 18RESOLUTION SETTING A PUBLIC HEARING DATE FOR
FINAL 2019 BUDGET & TAX LEVY

WHEREAS, the City of West St. Paul, Minnesota will hold a Public Hearing on the
2019 final budget and tax levy: and,
WHEREAS, the City Council will hold the Public Hearing on December 10, 2018 at the
regular Council meeting time of 6:30 p.m; and,
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the West St. Paul City Council that the
Public Hearing for the adoption of the 2019 budget and tax levy will be called on December 10,
2018 at 6:30 p.m.
Adopted by the City Council of the City of West St. Paul, Minnesota, this 24th day of September
2018.
Attest:

Jenny Halverson, Mayor

Shirley R Buecksler, City Clerk

City Council Report
To:

Mayor and City Council

Through:

Ryan Schroeder, City Manager

From:

Manila Shaver, Chief of Police

Date:

September 24, 2018

Ordinance Modification, Parking, Chapter 72, Second Reading
BACKGROUND INFORMATION:
Over the past several years, the police department has received the occasional complaint of a parked
vehicle either blocking a private driveway or parking so close to the edge of a driveway, it causes
difficulty for the owner to exit or enter their driveway. State law 169.34, which addresses parking
regulations, states it is a violation to park “in front” of a private driveway…
169.34 PROHIBITIONS; STOPPING, PARKING.
Subdivision 1.Prohibitions.
(a) No person shall stop, stand, or park a vehicle, except when necessary to avoid conflict with
other traffic or in compliance with the directions of a police officer or traffic-control device,
in any of the following places:
(2) In front of a public or private driveway;
However, there is no provision in statute articulating a specific a distance a driver should park from a
driveway apron. In addition, City Code 72: Parking Regulations is also silent to this distance issue.
A year or two ago the Council addressed the problem of drivers parking in front of private mail boxes,
thereby inhibiting mail delivery. At the time, the Council added the following language to City Code in
order to provide police officers and other City enforcement officials the enforcement authority to
address these types of complaints.
No obstruction of mailboxes. It is unlawful to park any vehicle in such a way as to obstruct a
mailbox. The parking of a vehicle within ten feet of a mailbox is an obstruction of the mailbox
and a violation of this section.
Research indicates St. Paul’s City Code restricts motorists from parking within five feet of a driveway.
Should our City adopt similar language, the city codes and enforcement for drivers would be consistent
in both communities. As such, the attached proposed ordinance change is being forwarded for the
Council’s consideration. The first reading on this topic was held at the Council’s July 23rd meeting.
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Proposed Ordinance Modification, Parking

Should there be any ordinance language changes adopted by the Council, the police department will
work with the City’s website manager to mirror some of the information and photos displayed on St.
Paul’s website.
https://www.stpaul.gov/parking-saint-paul/residents/parking-rules

FISCAL IMPACT:
None

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:
This will be a Second Reading on this topic. The Council should once again discuss and consider this
ordinance change. Should there be no substantial modifications to the attached proposal; the Council wil
need to vote on any agreed upon changes.

Examples of parking too close to a driveway (received from a West St. Paul resident):

CITY OF WEST ST. PAUL
DAKOTA COUNTY, MINNESOTA
ORDINANCE NO. 18-

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 72.05 OF THE WEST ST. PAUL CITY CODE
REGARDING GENERAL PARKING RESTRICTIONS
The City of West Saint Paul does ordain:
SECTION 1. West St. Paul City Code Section 72.05 relating to General Parking
Restrictions is hereby amended as follows:
(A) No parking, stopping, standing, bus stop zones; other special zones.
(1) No obstruction of mailboxes or driveways. It is unlawful to park any vehicle in such a
way as to obstruct a mailbox or driveway. The parking of a vehicle within ten feet of a mailbox
or within five feet of a driveway is considered an obstruction of the mailbox and is a violation of
this section.

SECTION 2. SUMMARY PUBLICATION. Pursuant to Minnesota Statutes Section
412.191, in the case of a lengthy ordinance, a summary may be published. While a copy of the
entire ordinance is available without cost at the office of the City Clerk, the following summary is
approved by the City Council and shall be published in lieu of publishing the entire ordinance:
The ordinance amendment prohibits parking within 10 feet of a mailbox
and parking within 5 feet of a driveway to avoid obstructing access.
SECTION 3. EFFECTIVE DATE. This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect from
and after its passage and publication according to law.

Passed by the City Council of the City of West St. Paul, Minnesota, this _____ day of
_______________________, 2018.
Attest:

Jenny Halverson, Mayor

Shirley R Buecksler, City Clerk
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