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PARKS AND RECREATION ADVISORY
COMMITTEE MEETING
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS

1616 HUMBOLDT AVENUE, WEST ST. PAUL, MN 55118
MARCH 12, 2022 at 5:30PM
(One or more commission members and staff may be attending this meeting virtually)
1. Roll Call
2. Adopt Minutes
2.A. Approve February 8, 2022 Minutes
Documents:
020822.PDF
3. New Business
3.A. Introduce New Members
3.B. Intro And Summary Of The Role Of The Park & Rec Advisory Committee
Documents:
21-024 NEW BYLAWS FOR THE ENVIRONMENTAL AND PARK AND REC
COMMITTEES (SIGNED).PDF
COMMITTEE EXPECTATIONS.PDF
3.C. Sub-Committees - Roles, Expectations, Needs
3.D. Sports Complex Blue Fence
Documents:
SC FENCE1.PDF
SC FENCE2.PDF
SC FENCE3.PDF
4. Old Business
4.A. Explore West St Paul Days - Update
Documents:
2A. EXPLORE WEST ST. PAUL DAYS PRESENTATION.PDF

4. Old Business
4.A. Explore West St Paul Days - Update
Documents:
2A. EXPLORE WEST ST. PAUL DAYS PRESENTATION.PDF
4.B. Continued 2022 Playground Replacement Discussion
5. Other
5.A. Council Updates
5.B. Staff Updates
5.B.1. Outdoor Recreation Grant Update
5.B.2. Pollinator Grant Event
Documents:
GARLOUGH PLANTING 5.14.22.PDF
5.B.3. Colorful Egg Hunt Trail
6. Citizen Comments
7. Adjourn

If you need an accommodation to participate in the meeting, please contact the ADA Coordinator at
651 -552 -4108 or email ADA@wspmn.gov at least 5 business days prior to the meeting
www.wspmn.gov
EOE/AA

WEST ST. PAUL PARKS & RECREATION ADVISORY COMMMITTEE- DRAFT IN PROGRESS
MEETING MINUTES
Tuesday, February 8, 2022
Parks & Rec. Members Present:
Non-voting Members Present:

1.
2.

3.

4.

Sara Blair, Kelly Hagler, David Lynch, Mike Petrasek
Wendy Berry, Council Liaison; Sharon Hatfield, Administrative Specialist; Dave
Schletty, Assistant Parks and Recreation Director

ROLL CALL
REVIEW/APPROVE MINUTES
Chair Lynch called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm. The minutes from the January 11, 2022 meeting were approved by
the Committee.
NEW BUSINESS- Thank you to Mike Petrasek- Lynch thanked Petrasek for his many years of service to the
Committee. Lynch also thanked Jay DeLaRosby for this work on the Committee.
OLD BUSINESS
a. Marthaler Park Redevelopment Update
Assistant Parks and Recreation Director Schletty shared some “Big News!” regarding the Marthaler Park
redevelopment. Last Friday an opportunity developed with Dakota County to apply for a DNR park
improvement grant. Every few years, this Legacy grant is made available for the redevelopment or new
development of parks. The County has a grant writer who has offered to assist help the City with the application.
The grant range is $100K-300 K. The City would have to have a fifty percent match. With the grant
opportunity, City staff thinks it may be best to delay the park project for one year. The trail project was
completed last year and the park was closed for most of the year. If the City delays by one year, the park can
stay open this summer and be available for visitor use. By delaying one more year, the City can put more
planning into the reconstruction. If successful, the money from the grant, the City will be able to do the
reconstruction in one year instead of three years.
Lynch asked about some of the in-house work that could be done around the lake or on the trees on the hill.
Schletty replied that the City received a grant for prairie restoration in Garlough and Marthaler Parks. On
Monday through the grant agreement with Great River Greening, restoration will start. Invasive plants will be
removed, and pollinator friendly plants will be re-planted. This restoration process will not affect park user
activity. There will be a kickoff event in May with 75-100 volunteers.
b.

Explore West St. Paul Days
Schletty said event is scheduled for August 11-13. The tagline to the event will be, “Discover Your West St.
Paul.” The first day will be the City Open House. The City is working on a fireworks show in partnership with
Mendota Heights, at Two Rivers High School. There is a possible community bike ride on Saturday. The plan is
to bike the whole loop of the River to River Trail. Also scheduled for Friday is an evening parade, (6pm), and
then a Movie in the Dome, (8 pm). On Saturday, there would be a morning fitness event. Later in the day, there
will be an Arts, Culture and Environmental Fair at Harmon Park. At 6 pm to close the celebration a big event is
scheduled; there will be a food truck festival, a beer garden, and the band PopRocks will perform. The closing
celebration is scheduled to take place at the Sports Complex. Alternatively, the closing festival may take place
in Marthaler Park. If local businesses would like to put on their own events during this period, the City is open
to putting these events on the City calendar.

c.

Continued 2022 Playground Replacement Discussion
Schletty reported that the City Manager would like the committee to revisit the replacement of the playground in
Kennedy Park. The replacement would be done in late summer/early fall. There still is time to do some
planning and to ask residents for their input. Schletty suggested incorporating the hill/landscape into the
playground and making natural play area. It would be unique to the area. In regards to the pool, Schletty
suggested a netclimber. It would also be a “unique draw” in the City. Member Blair asked about the retro style
of the pool facility. She asked if there would be any “upgrades” to the look. She wondered what a brand new
playground would look like next to the pool. Schletty said that it is a valid point. Lynch asked about the
footprint of the pool playground. Schletty said that the City could look at expanding the footprint. To do
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anything bigger, the City would lose some of the older large trees probably. There is also some space available
to the south of the pool. Schletty can study the area and show some aerials of what area is available at the next
Committee Meeting.
Lynch said he liked the climbing wall playground for Kennedy Park. If the incline is not too steep, smaller
children can use it. Member Hagler said she is a fan of the natural playscape.

5.

d.

Skate Park
Member Petrasek said that the subcommittee has not met for a couple months. He said that the three members of
the subcommittee are going to be stepping down. The subcommittee will need new members. Schletty said the
City has slated funds for the skate park in the capital improvements for 2025. The location that has been
designated as the best location is the Sports Complex. The park has the best visibility and a large space to
incorporate a skate park.

e.

Community Gardens- Update
Schletty said that easiest way to start the process is to take a few parks and to define what a community garden
would be. The City could do a small-scale community garden at first. It could be fruits, vegetables or just
flowers. Schletty suggested starting with the flower boxes in each of the parks around the park signs. These
flower boxes are being maintained by temporary summer staff. In the past, the City has had community groups
take care of the boxes as well. The U of MN students have also identified a project for the parks: planting fruit
bearing trees and shrubs in the parks.

f.

Art Park Subcommittee Update
Petrasek reported that the subcommittee met on January 11. Kevin Hendricks recapped some ongoing projects.
Dakota County is taking requests for a mural in the Charlton Street tunnel. Moreland School is making a
proposal to put a mural on the north side of their building. Moreland School needs to work on some things with
the City regarding the mural. The committee is brainstorming some ideas for the new West St. Paul Days. It
might be used as a possible fundraiser. Lynch asked if there were any objection to renaming the subcommittee.
The scope of the subcommittee is expanding away from the art park itself. Schletty said that he has no problem
with renaming. At one time, Council was thinking about having a separate Art Council in the City as well.

OTHER
a. Council Updates- Berry thanked Petrasek, DeLaRosby and Mulraney for their time and their leadership and
energy put into the Committee. Berry told Petrasek, “We know where you live when it comes time to hot dog it
up.” Petrasek said, “This is not goodbye but see you around.” Berry said that the Council is trying to get
applicants from Ward I and Ward II for the committee. All of the current members live in Ward III. Berry
reported on the former Thompson Oaks site. The development planned will feature green space, a boardwalk
and trail that connects to the River-to-River Green Way. There are a number of environmental benefits
including water purification. The “Westlyn Apartments” will have a great view once the development is done.
It will be completed in 2022.
b.

Staff Updates

i. Park Naming policy- Schletty is drafting this policy. It may be on the Council Agenda next week. If the
policy is approved by Council, the Committee may be able to name the pool park and the art park officially.
ii. Mural for the Charlton Tunnel is being handled by Dakota County. The mural will be done through a
partnership with the county and Garlough School. If the plan goes well, a mural will be done in the tunnel that
runs under Robert Street. It is a pilot project.
iii. City Hall Renovation- Schletty reported that City Hall is getting a facelift. The Administration side is being
completely remodeled. Staff will be moving back at the end of May or early June.
iv. Ice Arena Renovation-The West St. Paul Youth Hockey Association approached the City at the end of 2019, to
fund a project to add dedicated high school locker rooms, replace the onsite trailers and to add a space on the
front of the building for dryland training. To make the project work, the building would be leased to the
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association. They can run the project and fund it themselves. Once the Association has completed the work,
they would turn the building back over the City.
v. Spring Parks and Recreation Activities registration has opened up. The City is receiving registrations for
spring field trips, dance and gymnastics classes and the Egg Hunt. The Egg Hunt will be similar to next year.
Applications are now being accepted for summer temporary jobs. Summer recreation activities registration is
open on March 1.
6.

ADJOURN
Before he adjourned, Lynch thanked Petrasek again for his many, many years of service to the parks of West St.
Paul. Petrasek said it has been a while but it seems like it has gone by fast. The committee members adjourned
at 6:28 pm. The next Parks and Recreation Committee meeting will take place on Tuesday, March 8, 2022 at
5:30 pm.
Respectfully submitted,
Sharon G. Hatfield



WEST ST. PAUL ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITTEE
BYLAWS
I

PURPOSE

The purpose and responsibility of the Environmental Committee is to review all matters referred
to it by the City Council on issues related to landscaping, greening, sustainability, and natural
resources.
II MEMBERS
The Committee shall consist of eight (8) members who are West St. Paul residents. Ex-officio
non-voting members include one City Council member and one City Staff member. The City
Council member shall be available to address any questions raised by the Committee regarding
items on the agenda.
III APPOINTMENTS, TERMS, VACANCIES
A. Appointments. All appointments shall be made by the City Council.
B. Terms. Members of the Committee are appointed for a term of three (3) years. Members
shall hold office until March 1 of their expiring terms or until their successor is appointed.
C. Vacancies. A vacancy may occur by death, resignation, disability or removal. A member
with three (3) or more absences in a year shall be subject to removal by the City Council.
Any member may be removed by the City Council with or without cause.
IV OFFICERS
The Committee will elect a chair and vice-chair from among its members for a term of one year.
The chair, or in the absence of the chair, the vice-chair, presides at meetings so as to keep them
moving as rapidly and efficiently as possible and shall remind members and guests to only address
the subject matter on the published agenda.
V DUTIES
The duties and functions of the Committee shall be:
A. To perform fact-finding tasks as requested by the City Council regarding environmental
issues.
B. To act in an advisory capacity to the City Council and the Planning Commission in matters
assigned to the Committee.
C. As requested by the City Council, to study and recommend policies to the City Council on
improving the quality of the environment.
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D. Other duties as assigned by the City Council.
VI STAFF
The City Manager shall appoint the appropriate City Staff members to review, approve and prepare
all agendas, to make recommendations to the members, to advise them on all matters on their
agenda, and to prepare all reports. The City Staff members shall keep the City Manager apprised
of all matters concerning the Committee. The City Manager shall appoint a recording secretary to
take minutes of the meetings or shall arrange for such minutes to be taken.
VII MEETINGS
A. Regular Meetings. The Committee shall prepare a regular meeting calendar and place of
meetings, which shall be approved by the City Council on an annual basis.
B. Special Meetings. When deemed necessary by the City Manager, a special meeting may
be called by the chair or any three (3) members of the Committee. Notice of any Special
meeting must be posted at least three (3) days in advance and Committee members shall
be provided at least three (3) days’ notice of the time, place and purpose of the meeting.
C. Notice. All meetings of the Committee are open to the public and shall comply with the
Open Meeting Law for posting and publishing all meetings. No business shall be
considered at a special meeting unless specified in the notice. Notice of all meetings shall
be sent to the City Council.
D. Minutes of Meetings. The Committee shall keep minutes of its meetings. Copies of all
minutes, motions and resolutions shall be available to the public upon request, unless such
information is nonpublic data pursuant to the Minnesota Government Data Practices Act.
VIII

RULES OF PROCEDURE

A. Roberts Rules of Order. The most current edition of Roberts Rules of Order shall govern
the Committee so long as they are not inconsistent with these bylaws or any special rules
of the Council.
B. Amendment. These Bylaws may be amended by the City Council.
C. Temporary Suspension of the Bylaws. In special circumstances, the Committee may
suspend a specific rule of the Bylaws by 2/3 vote.

IX COMMITTEE EXPECTATIONS
Each member shall agree to and sign the West St. Paul Committee Members’ Expectations.
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WEST ST. PAUL PARKS & RECREATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE
BYLAWS
I

PURPOSE

The purpose and responsibility of the Parks & Recreation Advisory Committee is to act in an
advisory capacity to the City Council in matters pertaining to parks and recreation.
II MEMBERS
The Committee shall consist of nine (9) members. Ex-officio non-voting members include one
City Council member, one representative from the West St. Paul Athletic Association and one City
Staff member. The City Council member shall be available to address any questions raised by the
Committee regarding items on the agenda.
III APPOINTMENTS, TERMS, VACANCIES
A. Appointments. All appointments shall be made by the City Council, with each member of
the City Council having the right to nominate one member from their respective wards.
B. Terms. Members of the Committee are appointed for a term of two (2) years. Members
shall hold office until March 1 of their expiring terms or until their successor is appointed.
C. Vacancies. A vacancy may occur by death, resignation, disability or removal. A member
with three (3) or more absences in a year shall be subject to removal by the City Council.
Any member may be removed by the City Council with or without cause.
IV OFFICERS
The Committee will elect a chair and vice-chair from among its members for a term of one year.
The chair, or in the absence of the chair, the vice-chair, presides at meetings so as to keep them
moving as rapidly and efficiently as possible and shall remind members and guests to only address
the subject matter on the published agenda.
V DUTIES
The duties and functions of the Committee shall be:
A. To perform fact-finding tasks as requested by the City Council that pertain to parks and
recreation.
B. To act in an advisory capacity to the City Council in matters pertaining to parks and
recreation and to cooperate with other governmental agencies and civic groups in the
advancement and cooperation of sound park and recreation planning and programming.
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C. As requested by the City Council, to study and recommend policies to the City Council on
recreation services to the City Council.
D. To have periodic inventories made of recreation services that exist or may be needed and
interpret the needs of the public to the City Council.
E. Other duties as assigned by the City Council.
VI STAFF
The City Manager shall appoint the appropriate City Staff members to review, approve and prepare
all agendas, to make recommendations to the members, to advise them on all matters on their
agenda, and to prepare all reports. The City Staff members shall keep the City Manager apprised
of all matters concerning the Committee. The City Manager shall appoint a recording secretary to
take minutes of the meetings or shall arrange for such minutes to be taken.
VII MEETINGS
A. Regular Meetings. The Committee shall prepare a regular meeting calendar and place of
meetings, which shall be approved by the City Council on an annual basis.
B. Special Meetings. When deemed necessary by the City Manager, a special meeting may
be called by the chair or any three (3) members of the Committee. Notice of any special
meeting must be posted at least three (3) days in advance and Committee members shall
be provided at least three (3) days’ notice of the time, place and purpose of the meeting.
C. Notice. All meetings of the Committee are open to the public and shall comply with the
Open Meeting Law for posting and publishing all meetings. No business shall be
considered at a special meeting unless specified in the notice. Notice of all meetings shall
be sent to the City Council.
D. Minutes of Meetings. The Committee shall keep minutes of its meetings. Copies of all
minutes, motions and resolutions shall be available to the public upon request, unless such
information is nonpublic data pursuant to the Minnesota Government Data Practices Act.
VIII

RULES OF PROCEDURE

A. Roberts Rules of Order. The most current edition of Roberts Rules of Order shall govern
the Committee so long as they are not inconsistent with these bylaws or any special rules
of the Council.
B. Amendment. These Bylaws may be amended by the City Council.
C. Temporary Suspension of the Bylaws. In special circumstances, the Committee may
suspend a specific rule of the Bylaws by 2/3 vote.
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IX COMMITTEE EXPECTATIONS
Each member shall agree to and sign the West St. Paul Committee Members’ Expectations.
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Explore West St. Paul Days
DISCOVER YOUR WEST ST. PAUL

Thursday, August 11 –
Saturday, August 13

DAY 1: Thursday, August 11

• City Open House
• Starting later in the day
• Fireworks
• Partnership possibility with
Mendota Heights

DAY 2: Friday, August 12

• Parade
• Location to be determined.
Considering accessibility, safety,
impacts on residents, and traffic.
• Movie in the Dome
• Community vote on the showing

DAY 3: Saturday, August 13

Fitness

Art, Culture, & Environmental Fair

• Fitness / Healthy Living Event
• Art, Culture, and Environmental Fair
• Vendors, demonstrations, and performances
• Food trucks, beer garden, and band

Pop ROCKS

Pollinator Planting
Saturday, May 14 | 9:00 a.m. - Noon
Garlough Park
West St. Paul
Together with Great River Greening staff,
volunteers will plant pollinator-friendly grasses
and forbs on acres recently cleared of
buckthorn.
Participants will also learn more about the
large-scale restoration work taking place in
both Garlough and Marthaler Park in West St.
Paul.

Scan to learn more

All are welcome at this event, however,
capacity is limited. Learn more and sign up
today at www.greatrivergreening.org/events.
Questions?
Contact volunteer@greatrivergreening.org

greatrivergreening.org/events

Thank you to our partners and
funders: the City of West St.
Paul, Dakota County, ISD 197,
the Environment and Natural
Resources Trust Fund, and the
National Fish and Wildlife
Foundation.

