CITY OF WEST ST. PAUL
1616 HUMBOLDT AVENUE, WEST ST. PAUL, MN 55118
_______________________________________________________
ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITTEE MEETING
APRIL 6, 2022 AT 6:00PM
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS
*Some members may be joining the meeting virtually
1. Call To Order
2. Roll Call
3. New Business
3.A. Approve March 2, 2022 Minutes
Documents:
03022022 ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES.PDF
3.B. Presentation Regarding Possible Changes To Storm Water Requirements
3.C. Little Free Seed Library
4. Old Business
4.A. No Mow May 2022
Documents:
NO MOW MAY YARD SIGN.PDF
4.B. Arbor Day/Migratory Bird Day (Bird City USA)
Documents:
BIRD CITY APP.PDF
4.C. Environmental Fair Subcommittee
5. Updates
5.A. Subcommittee
5.B. City Council
5.C. Staff

5.B. City Council
5.C. Staff
5.C.1. Mayor's Monarch Pledge/Water Conservation Pledge
HTTPS://MYWATERPLEDGE.COM/
Documents:
MAYORS MONARCH PLEDGE.PDF
5.C.2. Garlough Marthaler Pollinator Planting Event
Documents:
GARLOUGH PLANTING 5.14.22.PDF
5.D. Planning Commission
5.E. Park & Recreation Committee
6. Other
7. Adjourn
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------If you need an accommodation to participate in the meeting, please contact the ADA Coordinator at
651 -552 -4100, TDD 651 -322 -2323 at least 5 business days prior to the meeting

www.wspmn.gov

EOE/AA

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

West St. Paul Environmental Committee
March 2, 2022
West St. Paul Municipal Center- City Council Chambers
1. CALL TO ORDER
The meeting was called to order at 6:00 pm.
Committee members in attendance: Jade Pennig, Connie LaCombe, Nicholas Hager, Laura Zanmiller, Ken
Paulman, Liz Pearson, Joshua Pryzbylski
Non-voting members in attendance: Robyn Gulley, Dave Lynch, Dave Schletty. Lisa Stevens
2. NEW BUSINESS
a. Approve February 2, 2021 Minutes- The minutes were approved.
b. No Mow May Discussion
Schletty related that last year the City kicked off the inaugural “No Mow May.” It went well. Hager said No
Mow May is a super easy because it requires the lawn owner to do nothing. Hager designed a No Mow May
sign. He suggested starting in April. Hazenson said that it is a great concept that benefits pollinators. She
would also like to see wider education on native plantings for people that are resistant to pollinator-friendly
initiatives. For example, showing how planting pollinator-friendly species would be cheaper than planting a
traditional “English type” garden. Handing out free milkweed seeds may be a way to start. Pearson
suggested modifying the sign to be simpler. Hager asked if the City would provide the signs to residents.
Schletty said the City could provide a number of signs to the public. They would be made of corrugated
plastic and sturdy. The City would still provide the downloadable sign on the website. It would be ideal to
have people save their signs from year to year. Pearson asked if there could be a moratorium on the
compliance complaints during the No Mow month. Schletty said that this was done last year. Lynch
suggested a public/private partnership with Southview Garden Center. They have the expertise in this kind of
effort and they could distribute signs. They could set up a demonstration plot as well. Along the lines of
equity, Gulley suggested asking local businesses to offer pollinator-friendly plants at a discount. The City may
be able to cover the discounted price. Pennig suggested the City have little seed libraries. She also suggested
forming a subcommittee to organize content for residents. Hazenson said there should be some state level
materials for this program. The state program may also donate seeds. The Dakota County Library hosts a
seed exchange. The Riverview Library in St. Paul also hosts a seed exchange.
A subcommittee was formed to formulate a resolution to designate NO Mow May every year and to gather
resources to share with the City for promotion. The subcommittee members are Hazenson, Pennig and Hager.
c. Explore WSP Days Environmental Fair Ideas
Hager brought forward a worksheet to be distributed at the Environmental Fair. It listed a small change that a
resident could implement every month to have a positive impact on the environment. (Hazenson said she
also has a spreadsheet of resources to share with the Committee.)
Other ideas for the worksheet included:
Reusable bags
Re-use it places for back to school supplies.
Keeping leaves on the ground and adopt a drain…
Feeding birds in January
Mulching not raking in October
Changing lightbulbs to LED’s
Furnace checking in February or March
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Using less water softener to reduce salt in waterways
Programmable thermostats
Pearson was going to ask her partner to make some birdhouses to give as prizes at the event. Local
businesses like Cardinal Corners could also contribute to the event. She suggested having a QR code for prizes
instead of raffle tickets; that way it would be paperless. Zanmiller suggested having pictures of local gardens
that used native plantings at the event table. Paulson suggested Home Energy Squad or MNCEE home for
energy audits. Gulley said that the City needed to think of ways of making bicycle travel easier; i.e. bike repair
stations. There should also be ways to incentivize people for environmental causes. Paulman said there are
many systematic barriers that keep people from being environmentally friendly. Hazenson said she would
like the City to recognize businesses that use environmentally friendly practices, like permeable pavers or
water friendly plantings. LaCombe asked for a business card from the City so that if committee members are
asking businesses for sponsorship, they have identification. Schletty will speak to the Assistant City Manager
for the cards/letters.
d. Arbor Day/Bird City USA Discussion
Schletty reminded the Committee that in order to maintain the Tree City USA status, the City must have an
Arbor Day celebration. The requirement for the Bird City designation is also to have a “Migratory Bird Day”
declaration. Pennig said that the City could wrap the Arbor Day celebration into the WSP Days event. There is
however, a problem with planting a tree late in the season. Schletty said it is not the best time to plant trees.
LaCombe suggested doing the Bird City and the Arbor Day events on the same day in April. Hager said that No
Mow May could also be sold at the April event. Pennig said that the first step in the process for the Bird City
designation would be to create an advisory group of no less than six member of the Environmental
Committee. It would make sense for the full Committee to make up the group instead of a subcommittee.
The second requirement is to recognize National Migratory Bird Day. The third requirement is to complete the
requirements of the bird and wildlife sanctuary program at a municipal location. Schletty said that the fees
for the designation would be budgeted and paid for by the City. Pennig said that the Bird City designation
advances the City in the GreenSteps program. Pennig with work with Schletty on the application.
3. OLD BUSINESS
a. Climate Emergency Resolution Update
The Committee members read the resolution aloud. Schletty said that Council would formally approve the
resolution at the March 14 meeting. Pennig thanked the subcommittee for their hard work on the resolution.
Gulley said that the feedback to the resolution was overwhelmingly positive. She went on to say resolutions
are guiding documents and not written into City code. There are specific things the City can ask for if they are
written into ordinance. For example, the City can ask developers to have storm water mitigation in their
plans. Gulley asked that the Committee look at the resolution with an “equity and accessibility” lens and
including all parts of our city into these types of plans. Paulman said that a lot of what the City is already
doing is climate action-related but not acknowledged as such. Examples of this are building multifamily
housing on parking lots and golf courses and restoring wetlands. There are also ample ways in which a small
city like West St. Paul could be more action oriented, for example with heating and cooling emissions in
residential buildings and commercial buildings. Hazenson said that the City needed to have more
engagement and communication with disenfranchised people. Pearson asked about the Mayor’s ability to
veto the resolution. Gulley said that the Mayor only votes on a resolution if there is a tie to be broken. He
can veto the resolution, but Gulley’s impression was that he would not veto it. It would take five votes from
Council to stop the Mayor’s veto. Pennig did speak to the Mayor. She did not get the impression that the
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Mayor “would stand in the way.” Paulman said there is a West St. Paul Equity team that meets monthly with
the City Manager. Paulman will “push” the topic of accessible transportation. Pennig said that the resolution
is a first step in a longer-term vision. She would like to see a climate action plan to make their efforts more
robust and actionable. Hazenson thanked LaCombe for bringing the resolution forward. LaCombe
commented that Crystal Bay was the first city to pass the resolution and they have a population of 600
people.
b. U of MN Student’s Final Projects.
Regarding item #7, Compostable Containers, LaCombe showed the compostable packaging in which her
insulin was delivered. Hager said that the projects could be used to fill in the Environmental Committees
monthly calendar. Pearson said that many of the items that the City is doing currently would promote the
recommendations of the student projects. Schletty said the City would use the projects for practical planning.
He will keep the Committee updated.
4. UPDATES
a. City Council-Gulley thanked the Committee members who presented the Climate Emergency resolution at the
Council meeting. It was powerful. She is excited to see it pass at the March 14 meeting.
b. Staff
i. John Anderson (local program coordinator) of Conservation Minnesota introduced himself to the
Committee with the flyer for the annual conference for City Commissions.
ii. GreenSteps- No updates today.
c. Planning Commission-NA-The Commission did not meet last month.
d. Park and Recreation Committee- Lynch said that the Parks and Recreation Committee was short four
members at the last meeting. The situation will change hopefully in April. The Marthaler Park redevelopment
has been delayed a year. Lynch is a proponent of cleaning the sledding hills in the park; it is an opportunity to
replace the plants with pollinator-friendly plants. Replacing the plants with native species will decrease
maintenance as well. The committee talked about community gardens; the challenge is to find City-owned
land with conditioned soil that is not near neighboring residents. Forming partnerships with multi-family
housing may be a solution. Developers can put in community gardens within their properties for their tenants.
It may be a more practical way to address the need. Lynch made a suggestion regarding people who like grass
in their yards. He is a “grass guy.” He suggested that residents raise the level of the grass. It reduces the
amount needed to water. He also suggested not bagging grass clippings.
5. OTHER-NA
6. ADJOURN
With no other business before the Committee and no objections, the Environmental Committee adjourned at 7:39
pm.
Respectfully submitted,
Sharon G. Hatfield

WE’RE PARTICIPATING IN

NO MOW MAY
WATER LESS
SAVE MONEY
HELP POLLINATORS
REDUCE EMISSIONS

WANT TO JOIN US?

MORE INFO & HOW TO GET A SIGN AT

WSPMN.GOV

Why should your municipality get involved and become a Bird City U.S.A?
Birds and Wildlife
First and foremost, it’s simply the right thing to do. In addition to the
ongoing threat of loss of habitat, staggering numbers of birds are
directly killed due to a number of other human‐related causes, and
they need our help.
The Economy
Protecting and helping birds is not only the right thing to do, it is also
good for the economy. Birds are invaluable as controllers of insect
pests, as pollinators of crops, and dispersers of native plant seeds,
and they also generate tremendous economic revenues through the
pastimes of bird feeding and bird watching.
Citizen Pride
Pride is sometimes a less tangible benefit, but gaining and retaining Bird City U.S.A. recognition is an award to the
managers, volunteers, board members and others who work on behalf of better care of a community. Non‐involved
citizens, too, often share a sense of pride that theirs is a Bird City U.S.A.. This may translate to better care of habitat
areas on private property or a willingness to volunteer in the future.
Public Image & Recognition
A community's public image is very important. Being a Bird City U.S.A. helps present the kind of image that most citizens
want to have for the place they live or conduct business. The Bird City U.S.A. signs at community entrances tell visitors
that here is a community that cares about its environment, birds, and community. It is also an indication to prospective
businesses that the quality of life may be better here.
Community Engagement & Education
Education begins with discussion of the requirements and getting organized to apply for Bird City U.S.A. status. In turn,
this can set in motion aid from a variety of professionals in the form of technical advice, literature, films, and other
assistance. Presentation of the Bird City U.S.A. award offers excellent publicity opportunities. This results not only in
satisfaction for the individuals involved and their families, but also provides one more way to reach large numbers of
people with information about birds.
The Bird City U.S.A. program provides direction,
technical assistance, public attention, and
national recognition for municipalities and
communities throughout the United States.
Getting designated as a Bird City U.S.A. is fun,
educational and provides enormous benefits
that include: environmental improvement,
economic benefits, citizen pride, public relations,
citizen pride, recognition & publicity, and
community engagement and education.
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BIRD CITY U.S.A. PROGRAM FACT SHEET

35246 US Hwy 19 #299
Palm Harbor, FL 34684
(727) 733‐0762
www.isc‐audubon.org

Program Process & Requirements

Requirement #1
Creation of a Natural Resource Advisory Group
Create a Natural Resource Advisory Group, if one does not presently exist, and designate one member of this group as
chairperson. The chairperson is responsible for coordinating Bird City U.S.A. efforts and actions.


Creation: Create a Natural Resource Advisory Group for your municipality consisting of no less than six regular
members.



Qualifications: No less than a majority of the members of the Natural Resource Advisory Group shall be
residents of the municipality.



Duties: The group’s primary role should be to facilitate and encourage educational opportunities that lead to
an informed citizenry on topics such as natural resources, ecosystems, open space, and natural corridors that
provide habitat for migratory birds. The group should meet at least one time per year to coordinate, facilitate,
and promote International Migratory Bird Day.

Requirement #2
Recognize International Migratory Bird Day
In its simplest form, International Migratory Bird Day is a one day celebration of migratory birds: their beauty, their
amazing abilities, and the benefits they provide people. What exactly is International Migratory Bird Day?


Create a declaration for your municipality declaring the importance of International Migratory Bird Day, bird
conservation or protecting wildlife habitat.
This declaration should be clearly visible in a public location such as a town or city hall, or library.



Host an annual event in recognition of International Migratory Bird Day
A community event or observance should be held on International Migratory Bird Day. Such events may
include: hosting or coordinating a bird watching tour, coordinating a group nesting box effort, participation in a
bird count, hosting an education workshop on bird identification.

When is International Migratory Bird Day (IMBD)?
IMBD officially takes place on the second Saturday in May of each year. However, we recognize that this date doesn't
work well for all bird event and bird festival organizers, or for the migratory birds themselves. To the south, migratory
birds have left, heading for breeding sites to the north. Farther north, the birds haven't arrived. To correct this problem
while reminding groups that "every day is bird day" and that IMBD should be celebrated year‐round, most U.S. events
take place on any day between the months of March and May. We recommend that the Natural Resource Advisory
Board select a day that is most appropriate given the climate that the municipality is in.
Requirement #3
Complete the Requirements of the Bird & Wildlife Sanctuary Program at one public municipally managed location
By Using the Bird & Wildlife Sanctuary Program as a guide, your landscapes will not only become a haven for birds and
wildlife to enjoy, but will also reduce natural resource depletion, reduce waste and pollution problems while also
improving the health of the landscape in an aesthetically‐pleasing and cost‐effective manner. Sustainable landscaping
practices incorporate beautiful plants, shrubs, and trees and reduce maintenance costs, while at the same time protect
the environment. Using sustainable landscape maintenance practices also makes good business sense, and saves
money.

Bird City U.S.A. Application
Requirement #1 ‐ Creation of a Natural Resource Advisory Group
Create a Natural Resource Advisory Group and designate one member of this group as chairperson. The chairperson is
responsible for coordinating Bird City USA efforts and actions. List group members below, listing the chairperson’s name first on
the list.

name

email

phone

Requirement #2 ‐ Recognize International Migratory Bird Day
In its simplest form, International Migratory Bird Day is a one day celebration of migratory birds, their beauty, their amazing
abilities, and the benefits they provide people.
Create a Declaration for your municipality stating the importance of International Migratory Bird Day. This declaration
should be clearly visible in a public location such as a town or city hall or library.
 Include a photograph of the declaration displayed in a public location
 Include a copy of the declaration.
A community event or observance should be held on International Migratory Bird Day. Such events may include: hosting a
bird watching tour, coordinating a group nesting box effort, participation in a bird count, and/or hosting an education
workshop on bird identification.
Requirement #3 – Complete the Requirements of the Bird & Wildlife Sanctuary Program at One Location
By Using the Bird & Wildlife Sanctuary Program as a guide your landscapes will not only become a haven for birds and wildlife to
enjoy, but will also reduce natural resource depletion, reduce waste, and pollution problems while also improving the health of
the landscape in an aesthetically‐pleasing and cost‐effective manner.
The Bird City U.S.A Program is free for municipalities enrolled as ISC‐Audubon Platinum Members. Platinum Membership fees include a one‐time
registration fee of $250 (first year membership included), and then only $100 annually. Maintaining Platinum Membership is required in order to retain
The Bird City U.S.A. designation. To begin participation in the program mail, fax or email this application form with Platinum Membership (if
applicable) and registration fee (check or credit card).

Municipality Name
Municipality Address

Name on Credit Card
Credit Card Number

Exp. Date

Pollinator Planting
Saturday, May 14 | 9:00 a.m. - Noon
Garlough Park
West St. Paul
Together with Great River Greening staff,
volunteers will plant pollinator-friendly grasses
and forbs on acres recently cleared of
buckthorn.
Participants will also learn more about the
large-scale restoration work taking place in
both Garlough and Marthaler Park in West St.
Paul.

Scan to learn more

All are welcome at this event, however,
capacity is limited. Learn more and sign up
today at www.greatrivergreening.org/events.
Questions?
Contact volunteer@greatrivergreening.org

greatrivergreening.org/events

Thank you to our partners and
funders: the City of West St.
Paul, Dakota County, ISD 197,
the Environment and Natural
Resources Trust Fund, and the
National Fish and Wildlife
Foundation.

