CITY OF WEST ST. PAUL
1616 HUMBOLDT AVENUE, WEST ST. PAUL, MN 55118
_______________________________________________________
ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITTEE MEETING
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 4, 2018 AT 6:00PM
MUNICIPAL CENTER
LOBBY CONFERENCE ROOM
1. Call To Order
2. Roll Call
3. New Business
3.A. Approve January 3, 2018 Minutes
Documents:
010318.PDF
3.B. Arbor Day Planning
3.C. Comp Plan - Sustainability Review
Documents:
COMP PLAN SUSTAINABILITY.PDF
3.D. Sustainability Workplan
4. Old Business
5. Updates
5.A. City Council
5.B. Staff
5.C. Subcommittee
5.D. Park & Recreation Committee
5.E. Planning Commission
6. Other
6.A. Resilient Cities Event

5.E. Planning Commission
6. Other
6.A. Resilient Cities Event
Documents:
RESILIENT CITIES.PDF
7. Adjourn
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------If you need an accommodation to participate in the meeting, please contact the ADA Coordinator at
651 -552 -4100, TDD 651 -322 -2323 at least 5 business days prior to the meeting

www.wspmn.gov

EOE/AA

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

DRAFT
West St. Paul Environmental committee
January 3, 2018
West St. Paul Municipal Center-Administrative Conference Room
1. Call to order
The meeting was called to order at 6:02 pm.
2. ROLL CALL
Committee members in attendance: John Margot, Jonathan Wagner, Rebecca McCarty,
Donovan Grueble, Kristy Otte, Rebecca McCarty
Non-voting members present: Dave Schletty, Bob Gausman
Schletty reported that the Planning Commission representative has not be assigned yet.
3. NEW BUSINESS
a. MINUTES
The minutes from the December 6, 2017 meeting were approved by the
committee.
b. 2018 Rules of Order
Schletty told committee member that the only change to the Rules of Order was
the change to the number of committee members and to the number of
committee members needed for quorum.
A motion was made to accept the Rules of Order with the aforementioned
changes. The motion carried. All Ayes.
In a secret ballot, Kristy Otte was elected Chair of the Committee, and Chris
Gevara was elected Vice Chair.
A motion was made to accept the election of the officers. The motion carried.
All Ayes
c. Site Plan Review for 1857-1917 Robert St.
Schletty presented a site plan memo from the Community Development
Coordinator for committee review. It described plans for modifications to
Southview Shopping Center building and parking lot. The plan includes a new
4,550 square foot addition to the north side of the shopping center and new
trees, shrubs and perennials and curbed islands to the parking lot. City staff is
also recommending that decorative fencing be installed on the Robert Street
recently, new decorative fencing, similar to fencing throughout the Robert Street
corridor.
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A committee member asked what business would be moving to the new
addition. Schletty said that it would be the Good Will. They will take over the
Plasma Center building. The additional space will be their storage space.
McCarty asked about the weed control for the plantings. Schletty said that these
would be physical barrier and not pesticides. Irrigation will be built into the
landscaping. Schletty talked to Ross Beckwith about the possibility of rain
gardens in the area. Beckwith said that the area is too small for a rain garden. A
committee member commented that the perennials should be native plant
species.
Schletty said that the City of West St. Paul did not invite Good Will to move to
the site; Good Will approached the city regarding the move.
A motion was made to recommend the site plan as shown with the addendum
of the necessity of installing the decorative fencing. (Schletty suggested a
friendly amendment recommending the plantings be free of any
neonicotinoids and any known harmful pesticides.) The motion carried. All
Ayes.

4. OLD BUSINESS-NA
5. UPDATES
a. Council Updates- NA
b. Staff Update -Schletty reported that West St. Paul received the Tree City USA
certification. Planning for the next Arbor Day event will be added to the
committee agenda next month. McCarty asked where the signs for the Tree City
are posted. Schletty said that there is one at the city entrance on Dodd (near
Delaware) and there is also a sign on Robert Street.
c. Subcommittee Update- NA
d. Park and Recreation Committee- Gausman reported that the reconstruction of
Marthaler Park is scheduled for 2019. The costs of the project will be about $1.8
million.
e. Planning Commission- Schletty said that (with no one volunteering to be the
representative,) the City Planner will probably assign a new Planning Commission
member to the Environmental Committee.
6. OTHER
a. Environmental Committee Focus- Margo asked for members to think about the
focus for the committee. He mentioned the issues of “food desert and
sidewalks, “[versus] “trees and bushes.” Otte said that it would be best to
consider all things.
b. Emerald Ash Borer- Schletty reported that the city is “on schedule” with the EAB
treatments for boulevard trees. By the end of this year, all boulevard trees will
have been treated. Schletty will initiate a new three-year contract after this year.
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Margo commented that the city did a good job implementing the committee’s
plan.
7. ADJOURNMENT
With no other business before the Committee and with no objections, the
Environmental Committee meeting was adjourned at approximately 6:42 pm.
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CHAPTER NINE: SUSTAINABILITY
INTRODUCTION
Sustainability means protecting regional vitality for future generations by
preserving our capacity to maintain and support our region’s well‐being and
productivity. Sustainability is identified in Thrive MSP 2040 as one of the
Metropolitan Council’s five key outcomes for the region to accomplish over the
next decades. West St. Paul is known for its beautiful neighborhoods, a successful
business and industrial sector, and stable institutions while preserving its natural
resources. Much of West St. Paul is built out, but the city has retained natural
features such as parks, recreational areas, and preserves. As indicated in the
community’s vision, West St. Paul “strives to insure a safe, pleasant, and affordable
environment” and has set a goal of:
Encouraging sustainable development and best management practices to protect
the environment for future generations.
There are many considerations that can be made when planning to integrate
sustainability within the community. Topics revolve around healthy communities,
energy and renewable resources, infrastructure, environmental assets, economy,
and society. This chapter discusses the sustainability practices that the City is
currently implementing and incorporates several new goals and strategies that will
guide the City to achieving sustainability.

WHAT WE HEARD
During the series of neighborhood meetings held at the beginning of the planning
process, residents discussed many things that they would like to preserve and
change about the City that relate to the topic of Sustainability.
When asked what they would like to preserve about the city, the top response by
far was green space and/or open space. Parks and natural areas were most often
discussed as a treasured amenity by residents.
The quality of parks, trails and open spaces were also the second most important
consideration sited by residents when considering a community to live in.
Residents stated that the parks and trails in the City were generally in very good
condition, but also ranked providing more sidewalks, bike trails and non‐motorized
connections throughout the City as the top thing the City Council should focus on.
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NATURAL FEATURES
Additional information about natural features of West St. Paul is also included in
Chapter 3 ‐ Community Profile.

Pre‐settlement Environment
As described by the Department of Natural Resources Ecological Classification
System, West St. Paul is located within the Eastern Broadleaf Forest Province
which serves as a transition zone between prairie lands and mixed conifer‐
deciduous forest. The pre‐settlement vegetation of the northern portions of the
City were mapped as oak openings and barrens and the southern portion of the
City was mapped as big woods – hardwoods such as oak, maple, basswood, and
hickory according to the public land survey by Francis Marschner in 1930. Today,
most of the City is urbanized and natural features are retained within public open
spaces. According to the Minnesota Biological Survey, there are no sites of
biodiversity significance within the city. Knowledge of the historic ecosystem of
the area is important when protecting and preserving new or existing open spaces
within the community. Having an understanding of the ecology of the area prior
to development allows the city to make informed decisions about native
vegetation management, selection of plantings, preparing for climate change, and
invasive species management.

Lakes, Streams, and Wetlands
Approximately 37 acres of open water is located within West St. Paul. According
to the National Wetlands Inventory, there are several wetland features
concentrated near the southwest and northeast portions of the City. Surface water
features are described in detail in the Local Surface Water Management Plan
(LSWMP). No DNR Public Water watercourses are located within the City. Major
DNR Public Waters waterbodies and wetlands include:






Thompson Lake (DNR PWI No. 19004800 W)
Marthaler Pond (DNR PWI No. 19009100 P)
Dodge Center Pond (DNR PWI Nos. 19008600 P, 19008700 P, 19008900
P)
Lily Lake (DNR PWI No. 19008400 W)
Mud Lake (DNR PWI No. 19008500 W)

Rare Features
The DNR Natural Heritage Information System revealed that the following rare
features may occur within the city:


Milk snake (Lampropeltis Triangulum)
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Blanding’s turtle (Emydoidea blandingii)

SUSTAINABILITY ASSESSMENT
A sustainability assessment was prepared for the City of West St. Paul in March
2010 by the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency’s (MPCA) Climate Change Corps.
This Assessment summarizes key elements of sustainability and describes the
environmental and economic urgency of planning for climate change and peak oil
issues. A copy of the West St. Paul Sustainability Assessment can be found on the
City’s webpage. The Sustainability Assessment focuses on four concepts that
develop a framework for achieving a sustainable community:
1. The Precautionary Principle: When an activity raises threats of harm to the
environment or human health, precautionary measures should be taken,
even if some cause and effect relationships are not fully established
scientifically.
2. The Commons: The commitment to protect that which is held in common
by the public from exploitation, abuse, and degradation.
3. Environmental Externalities: Considers the cost of environmental
deterioration that is not accounted for in economic performance.
4. Importance of Local Self‐Reliance: Reduce global dependence for material,
economic, cultural, psychological needs, and rather focus on increasing
local production and economy.

ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITTEE
West St. Paul has appointed an environmental committee responsible for
providing residents with opportunities to bring a comprehensive perspective to
greening, sustainability, and beautification. This role includes improving the quality
of the environment and adding to the beautification and aesthetics of the City. The
environmental committee has assisted the City in past and current sustainability
efforts and has focused on topics including:










Discussing climate change and possible city resolutions.
Recycling outreach and promoting recycling in apartments.
Encouraging tree planting.
Promoting Tree City USA.
Environmental updates in the City newsletter.
Establishing a Pollinator City Resolution.
Supporting an Emerald Ash Borer Management Plan.
Investigating becoming a Bee‐Safe city.
GreenStep Cities program.
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SUSTAINABILITY PLANNING
Healthy Community
Developing a healthy community involves engaging a broad spectrum of people
including citizens, government, and local businesses. Fostering a healthy
community is an important step in developing local self‐reliance through strategies
that focus on food availability, trails and greenways, and advocating for active
living lifestyles. West St. Paul prioritizes the health and welfare of its residents and
focuses on improving the health of the community. For example, the City’s Robert
Street Renaissance Plan provides central gathering spaces and trails that form a
green connection linking Dakota County’s North Urban Regional Trail, Marthaler
Park, and the Dodge Nature Center. As a part of future city planning, a focus on
healthy lifestyles can be reflected in: vehicle fleets, purchasing methods, park and
trail access, access to multi‐modal transportation, availability of health food,
walkability of the community, housing, waste and recycling services, encouraging
local food resources, and promoting the Dakota County organics recycling
program.

Energy and Renewable Resources
Energy planning plays a critical role in communities reaching their own
sustainability goals. With the lingering threat of climate change, reductions in
energy‐related greenhouse gas emissions and reductions in energy consumption
are important considerations that the City should investigate.

Climate Change Implications: extreme weather event clean‐up and
reconstruction, adverse effects on plant and wildlife habitats, threats to
food and water supplies, management of snow and ice, temperature
fluctuation, invasive plant and insect control, removal and replanting of
trees, heat island effects, etc.
It is helpful to understand the City’s baseline energy consumption and emissions
in order to set achievable goals and strategies related to energy. A variety of
energy data and energy planning tools and services are available to assist
communities in developing baseline data, goals, and strategies, such as through
the GreenStep Cities Program. Energy‐related greenhouse gas emissions influence
climate change which produces risks that may be detrimental to a community if
not properly planned for.
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West St. Paul can focus on reducing greenhouse gas emissions and reducing
energy consumption at various levels throughout the community such as:
Residential Focus, Business & Institutional Focus, Transportation and Land Use
Focus, and Renewable Energy Focus. Energy considerations in each of these
categories are shown in Table 9‐1.
TABLE 9‐1. AREAS OF FOCUS AND CONSIDERATIONS FOR ENERGY CONSERVATION AND
REDUCTION.
Focus
Residential

Business and
Institutional
Transportation
and Land Use

Renewable
Energy

Considerations
Education campaigns that target low‐income households
and students, recycling, efficient appliance incentives, LED
lightbulbs, composting, native plant sales, cost‐share
opportunities.
Energy‐efficient construction and demolition incentives,
hosting energy workshops, lighting upgrades, encourage
renewable energy subscription.
Bicycling and walking trails, green transit, fuel efficient
vehicles, electric vehicle plug‐ins, open space retention,
green infrastructure, urban forests, connectivity, shared
parking to reduce impervious.
Explore solar ordinances, encourage renewable energy
subscriptions, educate residents on options

Given that West St. Paul is largely urbanized with little access to large open spaces,
it will be important for the City to prioritize energy conservation, reductions, and
efficiency through retrofits or focusing on sustainable development and use of
space. Considerations should also be made regarding renewable resources within
the community. Solar development can bring environmental and economic
benefits to a community through clean energy production, creation of local
revenue, and improved property values. The Metropolitan Land Planning Act
requires that this comprehensive plan shall contain “an element for the protection
and development of access to direct sunlight for solar energy systems” (Minn. Stat.
473.859). The City has included this element in the Intent and Purpose of their
zoning chapter.
An analysis of West St. Paul’s solar energy capacity, based on exposure to sunlight,
indicates that the City does have solar resources available for alternative energy
production. The estimates are based on the total potential resources in the
community and it is estimated that West St. Paul has a Gross Generation Potential
of 588,484 Mwh/yr and a Rooftop Generation Potential of 97,045 Mwh/yr (Map
9‐1). Overall, it will be important for the City to implement energy related
conservation goals and assess its vulnerabilities in the face of climate change.
Chapter Nine: Sustainability | 6

West St. Paul 2040 Comprehensive Plan Chapter 9: Sustainability

MAP 9‐1. GROSS SOLAR CAPACITY THAT COULD PRODUCE 588,484 MWH/YR OF ELECTRICITY
WITH CURRENT TECHNOLOGY. SOURCE: METROPOLITAN COUNCIL.
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Environmental Assets and Infrastructure
Sustainability topics associated with surface and groundwater, transportation, and
efficient wastewater facilities are included in their subsequent chapters of this
comprehensive plan update or within the City’s Local Surface Water Management
Plan. The GreenStep Cities program will help West St. Paul complete sustainability
goals related to infrastructure and air quality.
West St. Paul was historically populated by hardwood forest, such as oak, maple,
basswood, and hickory (Map 9‐2). Today, much of the City is developed but areas
like Dodge Nature Center, Garlough Park, Marthaler Park, Thompson Park and
other open spaces within the City provide opportunities to preserve, protect, and
enhance the natural environment. Balancing community infrastructure
development with sustainable practices and natural resources preservation can be
difficult when a community is fully developed and natural space is limited, but
focus on incorporating green infrastructure in development and redevelopment
will be important as the community continues to grow.
West St. Paul has begun to enhance its natural resources by protecting areas like
Dodge Nature Center which includes prairies, hardwood forests, lakes, and
wetlands. These resources are extremely valuable for both functional and
aesthetic purposes. For example, wetlands serve as natural storm water retention
areas during runoff periods, but they also serve as natural habitats for numerous
species of plant and animal life. In general, nature has a positive influence in
residential areas and promotes healthy living. This combination of functional as
well as aesthetic values can be applied to most other environmental resources,
including wooded areas, water resources, and open spaces. In a City that is largely
developed, it is important that new development and redevelopment focuses on
preserving and protecting the natural environment.
Planning for future development should consider native vegetation as a type of
infrastructure that is just as important as the other components of a development.
Urban forests are becoming increasingly important because they provide shade to
reduce heat island effect, shield from snow drifts, produce oxygen and sequester
carbon, produce biomass for fuels, provide aesthetic and calming values, increase
habitat for wildlife, and increase real estate values. The planting of a diversity and
age range of native trees will increase the urban forest and protect trees against
threats of disease and invasive pests. A focus on creating green spaces with native
vegetation plantings will also be important to support local pollinators. Pollinators
support biodiversity and the production of foods, fibers, oils, and medicines. The
greatest support for the pollinators is to plant as much habitat as possible to create
areas for feeding and lifecycles. Climate change will cause changes to the weather,
and will increase threats from storms, heat, disease, and
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MAP 9‐2. NATURAL FEATURES WITHIN WEST. ST. PAUL.
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invasive species. It will be imperative to plan for these changes into the future by
developing or amending ordinances or zoning codes that increases tree
preservation and native plantings.
The City has been proactive against the physical and fiscal costs of Emerald Ash
Borer by developing an Emerald Ash Borer Management Plan in 2015. The loss of
ash trees in West St. Paul is devastating to the home values, aesthetics, and the
environment. The Plan provides a framework for the City to address the issues of
affected ash trees and a guide for the reforestation of the City. The City has also
passed a resolution supporting pollinators and pollinator habitat. This resolution
indicates the City’s interests in becoming a Bee‐Safe City, refraining from the use
of synthetic pesticides, focusing on native flower plantings, designating Bee‐Safe
areas within the City, and educating residents about the importance of pollinator
habitat.
The City supports development and redevelopment that has a low impact on the
environment. New development and redevelopment is required to meet the
stormwater management ordinance to improve water quality and effective
conservation of the community’s water resources. Low impact forms of
stormwater management may include buffer strips, rain gardens, infiltration
ponds, and drainage swales. Further information regarding the City’s stormwater
management and sustainable surface water management are included in the City’s
Local Surface Water Management Plan. New developments are encouraged to
consider sustainable green building design, conserve valuable energy and
environmental resources, and protect air and water quality for future generations.
The Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) program can help
guide the creation of municipal programs that facilitate the community‐wide
application of sustainable design practices.

Economy and Society
Climate change poses a substantial threat to the health, prosperity, and security
of the community. Climate change can lead to extreme weather event clean‐up
and reconstruction; adverse effects on plant and wildlife habitats; threats to food
and water supplies; management of snow and ice; temperature changes for the
city and residents; invasive plant and insect control and removal or replanting of
trees; and human health concerns such as new diseases or sicknesses. It will be
important to consider climate resiliency in City planning, policy making, budgeting,
operations, renovations, and development. Input from residents who would be
most affected by climate change (vulnerable populations such as low‐income
families, minorities, handicapped, etc.) will become increasingly important to
develop local sustainability. Preparation and planning for these extreme changes
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will allow the City to preserve and protect the beauty, economy, and reputation
that has been established and highly regarded.

GOALS AND STRATEGIES
Implementation strategies for each goal provide a road map for the community to
follow in order to protect the environment for future generations.

Healthy Community
Goal: West St. Paul supports the health and welfare of its residents.
Strategies:





Develop policy or actions that minimizes the production of waste and
increases recycling, composting, and reuse.
Consider implementing incentives that encourage local businesses or
residents to participate in sustainable practices.
Work with the Environmental Committee to develop specific healthy
community initiatives and strategies.
Support and encourage local food access by focusing on food proximity,
prevalence, types, sources, and reliability of sources.

Energy and Renewable Resources
Goal: West St. Paul actively focuses on energy conservation and energy‐related
emissions reductions as the community plans for the future.
Strategies:









Establish zoning ordinances that allow for rooftop solar.
Consider offering incentives to residents and local businesses for
subscribing to renewable energy resources.
Protect access to direct sunlight for solar energy systems.
Consider the use of renewable energy on municipal buildings.
Develop an education campaign for residents regarding energy
conservation and renewable energy resources.
Develop a plan to upgrade all municipal buildings to energy‐efficient
lighting and appliances.
Encourage residents and businesses to use energy‐efficient appliances
and recycle old appliances.
Investigate pursuing a greenhouse gas emissions and energy consumption
baseline analysis of West St. Paul to assist in developing reductions goals.
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Consider developing an energy‐related greenhouse gas emissions
reduction goal.

Environmental Assets and Infrastructure
Goal: West St. Paul incorporates sustainable practices in new development,
renovations, and in the management of open spaces to preserve natural resources
and to maximize green infrastructure.
Strategies:











Continue the GreenStep Cities program.
Identify locations in the City to plant with pollinator habitat such as prairie
grasses and native forbs.
Encourage the planting of a variety of native species and ages of trees in
public spaces that are representative of the ecoregion and that will
increase biodiversity and resilience against tree pests and diseases.
Consider developing a Natural Resources Inventory (NRI) to identify
natural resources that should be preserved, enhanced and protected
within the City.
Prioritize the removal of invasive plant species from public open spaces.
Investigate and/or apply for grant funding to support restoration and
enhancement of natural areas and water resources within the City.
Implement best management practices in the use of plantings and
pesticides in all public spaces within the City.
Encourage residents to plant native trees to increase the urban forest.

Economy and Society
Goal: West St. Paul incorporates resiliency into planning, policy, and community
decisions to plan for climate change and crisis.
Strategies:


Integrate climate resiliency into planning, policy, operations, and
budgeting processes.
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