CITY OF WEST ST. PAUL
1616 HUMBOLDT AVENUE, WEST ST. PAUL, MN 55118
_______________________________________________________
ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITTEE MEETING
APRIL 3, 2019 AT 6:00PM
MUNICIPAL CENTER
LOBBY CONFERENCE ROOM
1. Call To Order
2. Roll Call
3. New Business
3.A. Approve March 6, 2019 Minutes
Documents:
030619.PDF
3.B. Discussion On A Climate Change Resolution
Claudia Egelhoff will be present to discuss a climate change resolution to present to
the Council sometime in the future. Supporting documents are attached.
Documents:
4-3-19 ENERGY-INNOVATION-ACT-FACT-SHEET-COLOR.PDF
4-3-19 MN_CLIMATE_VULNERABILITY_SUMMARY.PDF
3.C. Site Plan Review 186 Marie Ave E.
Documents:
4-3-19 CLEAN N PRESS MEMO.PDF
4-3-19 SITE PLANS.PDF
4. Old Business
5. Updates
5.A. Subcommittee
5.A.1. Arbor Day Planning
GEMS is not running there program in 2019, so we will discuss Plan B, Harmon
Park on May 18.
5.A.2. GreenStep Cities Program
5.B. City Council

5.A.2. GreenStep Cities Program
5.B. City Council
5.C. Staff
5.D. Park & Recreation Committee
5.E. Planning Commission
6. Other
7. Adjourn
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------If you need an accommodation to participate in the meeting, please contact the ADA Coordinator at
651 -552 -4100, TDD 651 -322 -2323 at least 5 business days prior to the meeting

www.wspmn.gov

EOE/AA

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

West St. Paul Environmental Committee
March 6, 2019
West St. Paul Municipal Center-Administrative Conference Room
1. Call to order
The meeting was called to order at 6:00 pm.
2. ROLL CALL
Committee members in attendance: Tara Wright, Jonathan Wagner, Polly Saatzer, Kristy Otte, Jade
Pennig
Non-voting members present: Dave Schletty, Bob Pace, Lisa Eng-Sarne
Guests: Michael Orange
Clpn. Pace introduced Clpn. Lisa-Sarne to the committee. Introductions were made to the new
committee member, Jade Pennig.
3. NEW BUSINESS
a. Minutes The minutes of the February 6, 2019 meeting were approved by the committee.
4. OLD BUSINESS
5. UPDATES
a. Subcommittee
i. Arbor Day Event
Committee members talked about the upcoming Arbor Day Event. Saatzer said that
Garlough School is in the middle of “packing up” for the new construction and are very
busy. No one has yet volunteered to organize the Arbor Day event at the school. There
is a possibility of not holding the event at Garlough this year. Schletty said that the
committee needed to make a contingency plan. In the past, the city would hold its own
event. Harmon Park could be the backup location. The actual date of Arbor Day is
Friday, April 26. The city newsletter has already been finalized; Schletty will make a
social media push to advertise the event. Saatzer said that most of the planning would
be the same for the event. Subcommittee members will contact to participants through
email, Facebook and telephone.
The event will need to be scaled back if West St. Paul hosts it. (The event includes a
beanbag toss game and the prize wheel. People answer recycling questions to win
prizes like herbs and trees donated by Southview Garden. Southview Garden also
donates the tree being planted in honor of Arbor Day. [If West St. Paul holds the event,]
Schletty said that Arbor Day would be part of the West St. Paul Days. The Arbor Day
event will be held on May 18 at Harmon Park. Saatzer will know the Garlough School’s
plans at the end of this week.
ii. GreenStep Cities Program
Ten steps have been entered; Schletty is waiting for more documentation on nine
additional steps for the inventory. The committee will then qualify for the Step II
designation. Schletty is working with the Community Development Department for
documentation. He is also working with the City Engineer and investigating ordinances
and other documentation to button up the inventory. This will complete the inventory.
Schletty will go back through every action step to make certain. The chair discussed
Step 29, Climate Adaptation. The documentation will take six months to one year. The
Falcon Heights is a good reference for why climate ordinances should be in place. Falcon
Heights is tracking the data for their city and they are educating their residents about
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their efforts. Schletty said there is some action on this already. The chair noticed that
very old documents come up for sustainability on the website. The 2040 plan is not on
the website yet. Schletty said that the plan is in the final stages; it has not been
approved by Council yet. Schletty said that the city already has a hazard mitigation plan.
The chair talked about best practice number ten; the city would become a “Bird City.”
Number 10 has a couple of options; the city would need to be recognized as a Bird City
Minnesota. The city would have a panel of six people that are “Bird City” people. (The
Environmental Committee would fill the requirement.) The city would need a Migratory
Bird Day, and create and maintain a sanctuary for birds. Marthaler Pond does have a
bird habitat. There is an initial $250 cost and there after $100 each year. The committee
could fundraise $250 and the city could cover the yearly dues. Committee members
suggested bird clubs and Cardinal Corner. The seniors group at Thompson Park may be
interested. Schletty said that he could speak with the County on the reconstruction of
Thompson Park.
The chair talked about the “Dark Sky” step. All street lights/traffic signals could comply
with the “Dark Sky.” Schletty said that the city has changed almost all the lights over to
LED, (with an exception of a few lights.) There is no ordinance to for “Dark Sky.”
Orange said that Dark Sky should meet a zoning code, so that when a new development
comes in, they have standards. Orange said the standards are on line.
If you are thinking of moving on to Step III, there is the option of doing an assessment of
the greenhouse gases that City Hall is emitting. It is important for city staff to bring
them together to getting better lighting, change better HVAC, electric vehicles. The
assessment will help to find where city staff is currently and where they want to go.
Orange has done the assessment for about 20 cities.
iii. MN Urban Forest Credit Program
MN Urban Forest Credit Program- Orange said that he is working with the Pollution
Control Agency on carbon sequestration through trees. The state has made a pledge to
be carbon free by 2050 and Xcel has made the pledge to be carbon neutral by 2050.
Carbon will be offset by tree plantings and tree preservation. The City Forest Credits
Program (out of Seattle), certifies carbon credit that can be sold to utility/bank
organizations that want to offset their carbon emissions. Orange would like to present
the Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) program to see if the program can qualify for the credits.
West St. Paul has one of the highest percentages of ash trees (40%) and a good tree
preservation program. The potential of carbon credits would be about $180,000. It
would involve a commitment of preserving 1,200 trees. Schletty has some information
about the program. If the city becomes one of the inaugural cities, it can help other
cities as well. The commitment to the trees would extend another 25 years beyond the
present program.
A motion was made to support MN Urban Forest Credit Program. Discussion
followed. Wagner would like to look at other programs for sequestration. McCarty
asked about more information regarding soil sequestration. Schletty asked the
council liaison if Council would be amenable. Eng-Sarne said she did not know. She
does not see any reason why council would not support the program. The motion
carried. All Ayes
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Schletty said that he would follow up with recommendation to Council.
b. Council Updates-Eng-Sarne welcomed questions from the committee. She referenced the
Neighborhood Meetings and Council Strategic Planning.
c. Staff Update –Schletty reported that there are no staff updates.
d. Parks and Recreation Committee-Schletty mentioned that the meeting is next week. They will have
a public meeting regarding putting up basketball hoops (half-court) in Oakdale and Haskell Parks.
e. Planning Committee Update- We are getting a new sushi place and filling a vacant building on
Robert St. closer to Annapolis. The sushi place is going into the strip mall near Goodwill. The Bingo
Palace is going into the former Goodwill location. There are not site plans for the committee to
review right now.
6. OTHER
a. Green Clubs/100 Percent Clean Energy Initiatives-The chair mentioned this school initiative. Saatzer
said that this would be part of the Environmental Fair at Garlough.
7. ADJOURNMENT
With no other business before the Committee and with no objections, the Environmental
Committee meeting was adjourned at approximately 6:52 pm.

Energy Innovation

AND

Carbon Dividend Act

THE BIPARTISAN CLIMATE SOLUTION
H.R. 763

The Energy Innovation and Carbon Dividend Act will drive down America's carbon pollution and bring
climate change under control, while unleashing American technology innovation and ingenuity. It’s:
Eﬀective
This policy will reduce America’s emissions by at least 40% in the first 12 years. It’s
supported by economists and scientists as simple, comprehensive, and eﬀective.
Good for people
This policy will improve health and save lives by reducing pollution that Americans breathe.
Additionally, the carbon dividend puts money directly into people’s pockets every month to
spend as they see fit, helping low and middle income Americans.
Good for the economy
Will create 2.1 million new jobs, thanks to economic growth in local communities
across America.
Bipartisan
Republicans and Democrats are both on board, cosponsoring this bill together. The majority of
Americans support Congress taking action on climate change, including more than half of
Republicans. Solving climate change is too urgent to get caught up in partisan politics.
Revenue Neutral
The fees collected on carbon emissions will be allocated to all Americans to spend any way
they choose. The government will not keep any of the fees collected, so the size of the
government will not grow.
Sources for statistics available at: energyinnovationact.org/data-sources

How it Works
Carbon Fee
This policy puts a fee on fossil fuels like coal, oil, and gas. It starts low, and grows over
time.
Carbon Dividend
The money collected from the carbon fee is allocated in equal shares every month to
the American people to spend as they see fit.
Border Carbon Adjustment
To protect U.S. manufacturers and jobs, imported goods will pay a border carbon
adjustment, and goods exported from the United States will receive a refund under
this policy.
Regulatory Adjustment
This policy preserves effective current regulations, like auto mileage standards, but
pauses the EPA authority to regulate the CO2 and equivalent emissions covered by
the fee, for the first 10 years after the policy is enacted. If emission targets are not
being met after 10 years, Congress gives clear direction to the EPA to regulate
those emissions to meet those targets. The pause does not impact EPA regulations
related to water quality, air quality, health or other issues. This policy’s price on
pollution will lower carbon emissions far more than existing and pending EPA
regulations.

See Sponsors List & Learn More

Go to energyinnovationact.org to learn more about the Energy Innovation & Carbon Dividend Act.

Support the Bill

Go to cclusa.org/energy-innovation-act to contact your Congressional Representative

MINNESOTA CLIMATE CHANGE
VULNERABILITY ASSESSMENT
summary

In 2014, the Minnesota Department of Health (MDH) established a team of experts to review scientific literature and
evaluate existing datasets to conduct a climate change vulnerability assessment for the state of Minnesota. The Minnesota
Climate Change Vulnerability Assessment advances our understanding of five climate hazards (i.e., vector-borne disease,
drought, extreme heat events, air pollution, and flooding) and the populations that are most vulnerable to the hazards.
The vulnerability maps show the percentage of vulnerable populations in a county. Vulnerability means the characteristics
of a person or group and their situation that influence their capacity to anticipate, cope with, resist and recover from the
impact of a natural hazard of other climate hazard. The climate hazard maps show the historic occurrence of the hazard. A
hazard can be defined as a natural disaster or an environmental condition that can cause harm.

VECTOR-BORNE DISEASE
Impact
• Ticks may carry pathogens that can cause Lyme disease, human
anaplasmosis or babesiosis. Mosquitoes may carry pathogens
that can cause West Nile fever, La Crosse encephalitis, or
Jamestown Canyon disease

Lyme Disease Incidence 2005-2010

Vulnerable Populations
• Tick-borne diseases: Those who live, work or travel in wooded areas
that have blacklegged ticks, from May through mid-July
• Mosquito-borne diseases: Outdoor activity from mid-July to midSeptember in open, agricultural areas of central and western MN at
dawn and dusk for West Nile fever, or in wooded areas during the day
for La Crosse encephalitis

DROUGHT
Impact
• Drought may affect agricultural crops, livestock,
dairy production, water quantity and
quality, risk of wildfire, and can impact air
quality that can affect respiratory health

Months of Moderate Drought 1895-2012

Vulnerable Populations
• Young children, older adults, persons with
respiratory conditions

To access this full report, go to www.health.mn.gov/climatechange
Questions? Contact us at health.climatechange@state.mn.us

DEVELOPING A BASELINE OF UNDERSTANDING
through mapping composite vulnerability scores

County-level composite vulnerability scores combine population vulnerability indicators and historic occurrences of the
climate hazard. MDH developed three composite vulnerability scores. The value of conducting a vulnerability assessment
and the composite vulnerability score is to understand that planning for climate change is more than just identifying
where the risk of climate hazards exists, but also addressing how vulnerable populations will affect planning needs and
community resources in the event of a climate hazard. See the document for more details.

POPULATION
VULNERABILITY
INDICATORS

+

EXTREME HEAT EVENTS
Impact

• Extreme heat events can cause heat-related
illnesses and exacerbate existing illnesses
and health conditions

Vulnerable Populations

• Older adults, young children, babies,
persons experiencing homelessness,
persons living in poverty, persons of color,
persons with pre-existing health conditions,
persons living alone, persons working or
playing outdoors

AIR POLLUTION
Impact

• Air pollution can aggravate chronic cough,
bronchitis, chest illness, and increase risk
for other respiratory and cardiovascular
conditions

Vulnerable Populations

• Young children, older adults, persons of
color, and persons with cardiovascular or
respiratory diseases

FLOODING
Impact

• Flooding can damage public infrastructure
and electric utilities, cause mold growth,
and reduce tourism

Vulnerable Populations

• Households with no vehicle, persons
living in mobile houses, older adults living
alone, families living in poverty, persons
of color and persons with limited English
proficiency

HISTORIC
CLIMATE
HAZARD
OCCURRENCE

=

COMPOSITE
VULNERABILITY

TO:
THROUGH:
FROM:
DATE:

ENVIRONMENTAL COMM.
PARK & REC SUPERINTENDENT
CITY PLANNER
March 29, 2019

SUBJECT:
CASE #19-03 – Site Plan approval for Clean ‘n Press at 186 Marie Ave E.
REQUEST
Review Site Plan and provide recommendations to the Planning Commission/Council.
BACKGROUND
Clean Holdings, LLC had submitted plans for Site Plan review to expand the existing
parking lot at 186 Marie Ave. E., specifically at the rear of the building. The City is
installing a new trail along the south side of Marie Ave this summer which is
impacting the existing parking lot fronting the building at this location. Since the
property owner will be losing 6-7 parking stalls along the front property line, he is
proposing to add parking at the rear of the building.
The submitted Plans call for the removal of 5 large cottonwood trees for the new
parking lot. The code does not list cottonwoods as a quality tree. Therefore, the
applicant is not required to replace them. However, the site plan process does
require 1 quality tree per 20 linear feet in the buffer areas (setback areas). As a
result, the applicant is proposing the meet this requirement by planting 1 deciduous
tree every 20 feet along the rear property line. The applicant is proposing to sod the
setback areas surround the new parking lot as shown on the attached plans.
In regard to stormwater treatment, the applicant is working with the neighboring
property owner to the east to properly drain all stormwater appropriately. Staff has
hired Bolton & Menk to review the stormwater plans.
If the Environmental Committee has any further recommendations, please provide
them for Planning Commission and Council.
ATTACHMENT
Plans
TIMELINE
April 16: PC public hearing
April 22: CC public hearing

