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City of West St. Paul
Open Council work Session Minutes
July 11, 2016 at 5:00 p.m.

1. Call to Order and Roll Call

Mayor David Meisinger called the work session to order at 5:00 p.m.

Present:  Mayor David Meisinger and Councilmembers Pat Armon, Ed Iago, John Bellows, Dave 
Napier, Jenny Halverson and Dick Vitelli. 

Others:  City Manager Matt Fulton, HR Director Sherrie Le, Finance Director Joan Carlson, 
Community Development Director Jim Hartshorn, Public Works Director Ross Beckwith, City 
Attorney Korine Land, Police Chief Manila Shaver and City Clerk Chantal Doriott.

2. Approve Agenda

The work session agenda was approved as presented.

3. Review the Regular Meeting Consent Agenda

Council approves of the following revisions:
• Pull item i. Water Tower as it needs to be painted – consider part of the lease agreement.
• Pull item j. 2016 Work Plan Update as there are corrections to be made.
• Add item k. Consideration of a temporary liquor license application from St. Joseph’s 

Church
• Pull Consent item for June 13, 2016 Council minutes as there are corrections to be made.

4. Agenda Item(s)

4.A. 2017 Fee Schedule – Finance Director Joan Carlson

Finance Director Joan Carlson reviewed the 2017 Proposed Fee Schedule which reflects market 
conditions and increased operating costs. Many fees remain unchanged from last year. The liquor 
license and motor vehicle related business fees were once again held to 2014 rates to allow 
businesses relief from the Robert Street reconstruction project. Some fees have been adjusted up a 
small amount to account for increased city costs and are highlighted in yellow on the worksheet 
being reviewed. Other fees have been increased a larger amount in an effort to bring them closer to 
a cost recovery level. 

There are three new items on the proposed Fee Schedule:
 Potentially dangerous animal was added with a fee of $210, which is half of the dangerous 

animal fee. The Police Chief determines if the dog is dangerous and it’s outlined in the city 
code.

 Fee for general police services was added at a rate of $150 per hour.

 Picnic shelter at Thompson Park brings this in line with Harmon Park fees.
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 Permit parking signs and stickers were added with the rates as follows:

 Permit parking sign at $200;
 Parking stickers (1st sticker no charge) at $15.00;
 1 day sticker (limit of 15 per request) at $1.00 each.

 Clpn. Halverson would like to discuss these fees at a regular council meeting.

 Clpn Iago is not in favor of the false alarm fee. Discussion ensued and Police Chief Shaver 
said he could provide additional information including true costs for such calls.  

 The goal would be to recover costs incurred. Overall these revenues are a small part of our 
budget. Some fees have not changed in a long time.

4.B. Net Ministries (NM) Property and Rental Licensing Discussion – Attorney Korine Land

Attorney Land gave an overview. Net Ministries provides missionary training to college-age 
students who desire to serve on mission teams throughout the United States. NM temporarily houses
students in a dorm-type setting on-site. In addition, Net currently owns three residential properties 
in which it houses training staff and intends to acquire two additional homes. Council reviewed a 
map showing the location of Net Ministries’ main campus and the relevant houses: 110 Crusader, 
76 Crusader, 1990 Stryker, 1962 Stryker, 2010 Stryker and 1924 Bidwell.

The use of single-family homes as rental properties for this purpose has caused concern because 
these properties are not yet licensed, they are not all contiguous to or part of the main campus and 
they are occupied by more than 3 unrelated people.

Staff met with Net Ministries several times over the last few months in order to identify a solution. 
We think we have found a staged-approach that will allow Net to fulfill its needs, while allowing 
the City to have an orderly and consistent application of its rental housing ordinance. Net has 
indicated that it can provide the missionary training through the existing on-site dorm for students 
and 4 single-family homes for staff.

1.  Rezone the Net Ministries main campus to a PUD with an underlying R4 zoning district.
2. Obtain rental license for various properties.

Comments:

 Tom Grundhoefer is on the Board of Directors for Net Ministries and also works for the 
League of MN Cities had questions regarding building floors and dorm.

 Clpn. Vitelli had questions on the house house staff who work there on retreats and concern 
about losing tax base. 

 There was no building permit pulled for the dorm building Clpn. Bellows concern is he 
would like to waive the $150 variance fee and put that in the development agreement. Also, 
work on a timing sequence for moving people. If you have two off site properties on Stryker
 do you agree that you will not purchase more properties or if off site? Concern about 
control over PUD and future position. The PUD is an approved plan for what they want 
today. If the plan is amended they need to come before council for subsequent approval.

 You are stuck with R4 PUD that has a particular development. If they sell someone else it 
has to be used the same way. There are density requirements.

 Clpn. Bellows thanked Director Boike and Attorney Land and Clpn. Iago for their work on 
this issue which was complicated at times.
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 Clpn. Iago said Attorney Land and Assistant Director Boike and Mark have done a great job 
in working with Net Ministries. It’s a good start and excellent plan.

 When would the public hearing be held? First you would consider the rental licenses 
because there will be issues for consideration. Rental licenses will be associated with Net 
Ministries. Staff will present a complete plan and the first meeting in August. Rezoning will 
come back after the Planning Commission considers the amendment.

 Clpn. Vitelli is not in favor and not supportive of this solution. He would like to buy the 
properties back. Clpn. Halverson kind of agrees with Clpn. Vitelli. Most of the Council is in 
favor of the proposed rental licensing plan.

4.C. Temporary Family Health Care Dwellings

Assistant Community Development Director Ben Boike said the State Legislature recently passed a 
bill creating a new process for landowners to place mobile residential dwellings on their property to 
serve as a temporary health care dwelling. The bill essentially requires all cities to allow mobile 
dwelling units (300 sq. ft. or less) on residential properties as a permitted use to provide temporary 
housing for “mentally or physically impaired” relatives. The bill does allow cities the ability to “opt 
out” of the requirement by passing an ordinance. Director Boike presented pictures on what these 
homes could look like and what could be allowed for a limited period of time. 

In discussing the bill with the City Attorney, staff wanted to discuss the bill with Council prior to 
acting with a proposed Ordinance. The new law goes into effect September 1, 2016 so action is 
required soon should Council wish to opt out.

Comments:

 Clpn. Halverson supports opting out.

 Clpn. Armon said there is a limit on out buildings right now, does this count? Director Boike
said this does not.

 Clpn. Bellows said we should opt out. We can always opt back in.

 Clpn. Napier sees the need but needs more time to consider and is in favor of opting out at 
this time.

 This will be reviewed by the Planning Commission and come back to the Council for a first 
and second reading as this requires a public hearing and ordinance amendment.

14. Adjourn

The work session adjourned at 6:10 p.m.

David Meisinger
Mayor
City of West St. Paul


