City of West St, Paul
Economic Development Authority 
Work Session Minutes
February 8, 2016 at 4:30 p.m.

      
1.  Open Work Session 

Vice President Ed Iago opened the work session at 4:30 p.m.

2. Roll Call 

Present: Vice President Pro Tem Ed Iago and Commissioners Pat Armon, Jay Bellows, Dave Napier, Dick Vitelli and Jenny Halverson. President David Meisinger had an excused absence.

Others:  Executive Director/Community Development Director Jim Hartshorn, City Manager Matt Fulton, City Attorney Korine Land, Finance Director Joan Carlson and City Clerk/Secretary Chantal Doriott.

3.  Agenda Items
 
3.A. 963 Robert Street - Emerson Park Commercial Building Concept Plan Review 

Mr. George Sherman, President of Sherman Associates, is requesting an amendment to our existing TIF agreement. Mr. Sherman is requesting approval of a 4,000 sq. ft. expansion of their current vacant commercial building located at 963 Robert Street. The current development agreement requires Sherman to construct a second 6,000 sq. ft. commercial building. The Board supports the project and staff will amend the current TIF agreement for approval by the EDA. The developer will submit a new site plan for review by the Planning Commission and final approval by the City Council. A new site plan was reviewed and Mr. Sherman commented that MnDOT will not approve the access as presented. 

Comments:
· Com. Vitelli spoke about a different lane area. He likes what’s been done with the brush and shrubs at the corner. Maybe consider a right-in only and exit onto Haskell.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Com. Bellows asked why MnDOT will not approve the access. Director Hartshorn and Mr. Sherman were not sure and will be in contact with MnDOT. Director Hartshorn also explained Haskell is being slightly aligned and will be straighter, rather than curved, and moved approximately 20 ft. to the north. 
· Director Hartshorn asked members if they were in favor of Grifols being a tenant. Com. Vitelli is in favor of the layout and likes it with a right-in and exit onto Haskell. 
· Com. Halverson is in favor of the site plan including the shrubbery and aesthetics. 
· Vice President Iago asked what the building would look like. Mr. Sherman explained materials for which Vice President Iago was in favor.
· Com. Armon asked about the lease which is 10 years.
· Com. Bellows believes the storm water retention pond is perfect. It seems like a very thoughtful and sensitive use of the property. In terms of having Grifols, this is a nice fit.
\
Commissioners were in agreement on the concept plan presented. Using the corner is a nice touch and staff will work with MnDOT on access issues. Having Grifols as a tenant is acceptable; hours and other employee issues will be addressed in the future (they are opened on Saturdays). Manager Fulton asked if there were zoning issues. Director Hartshorn said there are not. Manager Fulton asked if there were parking concessions. Director Hartshorn said there are not but a full staff review as yet to be made, as this is a concept plan. Director Hartshorn said this is a good north end project. Staff will work with MnDOT on access issues and have more information for a future meeting. 

4. Adjourn

The EDA work session adjourned at 4:58 p.m.



Chantal Doriott
City Clerk/EDA Secretary
City of West St. Paul
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