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Minutes 
West St. Paul Environmental committee 

September 7, 2016 
West St. Paul Municipal Center-Administrative Conference Room 

 
1. ROLL CALL 

Committee members in attendance:  John Margot, Jonathan Wagner, Chris Gevara, 
Lauren Smith, Kristy Otte, Jon Thompson 
 
Excused: Jessica Vanella-Friendshuh 
 
Non-voting members present: Bob Gausman, Dave Napier, Dave Schletty 
 
Megan McGuire has resigned from the committee. 
 

2. NEW BUSINESS 
a. MINUTES 

The minutes from the June 1, 2016 meeting were approved by the committee 
with a correction to the time that the meeting was adjourned, (7:04 pm.)   
 

b. SITE PLAN APPROVAL, 1675 Livingston 
Schletty talked about the site plan for 1675 Livingston Avenue, (Loney Manor).  
The plan proposes to install a row of parking spaces next to the building.  This 
would cause the loss of 3 trees, (Two spruce trees and one linden tree totaling 
sixty-nine caliper inches.)  After some discussion regarding trees species, (Sugar 
Maple Amur, Black Maple and evergreen trees,) a committee member proposed 
a motion. 
 
A motion was made to  approve the site plan and to recommend that the 
replacement trees be planted on the strip along Livingston east of the building 
and that a variety of trees be planted, specifically, native trees species (like 
amur maple trees) and trees that are highly salt tolerant.  A friendly 
amendment was presented saying that the trees should not be planted in the 
right of way.  With no object to the friendly amendment, the motion was 
approved.  All ayes.  
 

c. SITE PLAN APPROVAL, 5 E Wentworth, Harrison Dental 
Harrison Dental wants to construct an addition to their building and to modify 
their parking lot.  The plan calls for “bumping out” the addition and reducing the 
number of parking slots.  The total number of trees in the new plan would 24; 
the ordinance calls for 40 in all.  The committee discussed the plan and said that 
bigger trees could be planted in the new site instead of increasing the number of 
trees. 
 
A motion was made to approve the site plan and to recommend that 
pollinator-friendly shrubs (not treated with neonicotinoids) be planted.  The 
motion was approved. All ayes. 
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d. SITE PLAN APPROVAL 963 Robert S, Sherman Property 

Sherman Associates wants to build an addition to the parking lot at their 
property.  (This plan was previously put in front of the committee.) Per 
ordinance, the site requires that 28 trees be planted.  The committee discussed 
the plan.  Members asked why the property owners wanted the extra parking 
spaces and why should they approve the plan if the property was up for sale.  
Schletty stated that the sale of the property was not the responsibility of the 
committee.  (Sherman Properties is allowing nearby residents to park on their 
property.)  The committee talked about the recurring pattern of site plans that 
do not propose the required number of plantings.  The committee referenced 
their previous recommendation to not approve this plan. 
 
A motion was made to recommend that the developer fulfill the required 
number of 28 trees for the site plan and to strongly encourage that native 
plantings/ pollinator friendly plantings and plantings that have not been 
treated with harsh pesticides that have been shown to be detrimental to 
pollinators be used in the site plan.  The motion was approved.  All Ayes.   
 

3. OLD BUSINESS 
a. PRIORITY TOPICS 

After some discussion, the committee listed their revised priority topics: 
Community Gardens 
Stormwater Management 
City code-(Familiarization) 
Recycling-Ban of Plastic bags/Styrofoam 
Thompson Oaks- Preserving Green Space 
Litter 
Buckthorn Removal 
 

Gausman will take the “Biking and Walking Group Invitation” to the Parks and 
Recreation Committee.  Other members are encouraged to attend the Parks and 
Planning Committee meetings to ensure representation/support of priorities.  
Pat Armon is working on “Adopt a Road” groups to take care of litter on roads.   
 
The committee would like to see at least two yearly city-run clean up events.   
 

4. OTHER/MISCELLANEOUS 
a. Emerald Ash Borer-Schletty reported that they city has spent thirty thousand 

dollars on Emerald Ash Borer treatment.  This covered about one-fifth of all the 
affected boulevard trees.  (This includes 270 trees that have been treated and 
100 more trees that will be treated later this month.)  Residents can take 
advantage of the discounted treatment rate from the city’s treatment provider. 
($5.75 per caliper inch) 
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b. Robert Street Improvements - Construction and landscaping is on schedule 
c. Touch a Truck Event - Members are encouraged to attend the Touch a Truck 

event at Harmon Park on September 17.   
 

5. ADJOURNMENT 
With no other business before the Committee and with no objections, the 
Environmental Committee meeting was adjourned at approximately 7:20 pm. 

 



 
TO:     ENVIRONMENTAL COMM. 
THROUGH: PARK & REC SUPERINTENDENT  
FROM:   ASSISTANT COMM. DEV. DIR.   
DATE:    SEPTEMBER 29, 2016  
            

SUBJECT:   
 
CASE #16-14 – Site Plan review for 1994 Robert St. 

 

 
REQUEST 

 

Review Landscape Plan and provide recommendations to the Planning 
Commission/Council 

 
BACKGROUND 
 

Civil Site Group has submitted plans for Site Plan review to redevelop 1994 Robert 
St.  The applicant is proposing a 4,297 sq. ft. bank (Bank of America) that includes a 
drive-through ATM.  The proposed building is located directly adjacent to Robert St. 

with parking toward the rear of the property. 
 

Based on the exterior linear feet of the newly created property, code requires a total of 
51 trees on-site (1 tree per 20 lineal ft. of property). The applicant is proposing a total 
of 15 deciduous trees at 2.5 caliper inches, 2 ornamental trees at 1.5 caliber inches, 

and 12 evergreen trees at 6 ft. in height for a total of 29 trees.   
 

The Robert Street project includes 3 trees evenly spaced directly behind the sidewalk 
(not shown on the plan).  As a result, Staff is recommending that the proposed tree 
located closest to the front property line be removed (proposed location of one of the 

three Robert St. project trees).  In addition, since the proposed site plan is well short 
of the required 51 trees, Staff also recommends additional deciduous trees be added 
directly adjacent to the southern curb line of the parking lot as well as directly 

adjacent to the south property line (staying clear of the proposed future ATM drive 
through lane as shown on the plan).  Said trees shall be spaced appropriately per 

approval of staff.  Staff is looking for a recommendation from the EC on whether or 
not the spacing allows trees in these locations.  
 

In addition to the trees proposed, the plan also includes a total of 241 perennials and 
grasses as detailed in the plant schedule table at the lower left side of the plan. 

 
With that said, Staff is requesting a recommendation from the Environmental 
Committee should the committee have recommendations pertaining to planting types 

and/or locations. 
 

ATTACHMENT 

 
Submitted Landscape Plan 

 



TIMELINE 
 

October 18: PC public hearing 
October 24: CC public hearing 





Priority Topics: 
1. Walkable City - Trails and sidewalks, Robert Street and the lack of 

neighborhood grocery store, (“Food Desert”) were grouped under 
Walkable City. 
 

2. Pollinators 
 

3. A.   Community Gardens/Gardening 
B.   City Code Modifications (Residential Lakes and water control   
issues were grouped under city code modifications.)   
C. Recycling (including organics) 
D. Storm Water Management 

 
4. A.  Styrofoam/Plastic bag Bans 

 B.  Thompson Oaks Golf Course/Preserving Green Space 
 
 
Other Topics: 

 Outdoor Play and Education 

 Mud Lake Clean-up and commercial applicators  

 Invitations to Bike and walking clubs 




