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MINUTES 

WEST ST. PAUL PARKS & RECREATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING 

June 14, 2016 

 

Park & Rec. Members Present:  Bonnie Bellows, Brad Erickson, Bob Gausman, Brandi 

Hoffman, Mike Petrasek, Dave Lynch, Laura Tesch 

 

Non-voting Members Present:  City Manager, Matt Fulton, , Clpn. Jenny Halverson, Assistant 

Parks and Recreation Director, Dave Schletty; Parks and Public 

Works Secretary, Sharon G. Hatfield, Civil Engineer, Darin 

Rezac, Officer Jesse Mettner 

 

Guest: Ken Paulman 

 

1. REVIEW/APPROVE MINUTES 
Chair Petrasek Called the meeting to order at 5:29 pm.  The May 10, 2016 minutes were 

approved.  The committee went around the room to make introductions to each other. 

 

2. NEW BUSINESS- BIKE LANE DISCUSSION 
Parks and Recreation Assistant Director Schletty gave some background information on the 

Bike Pedestrian (Bike Ped) plan.  The plan was approved by Council in 2014, and the city is 

currently implementing the plan. The city is investigating a city-wide assessment district to 

pay for the plan.   Presently, there is no road construction on proposed bike lanes. In the 

meantime, the city would like to do some “quick-fix” [no construction] low cost solutions 

such as painting sharrows and on-road bike lanes.  City Manager Matt Fulton added that the 

Bike Ped plan street changes were “woefully overdue.”  The costs of the Robert Street 

construction affected the bike ped plan.   

 

Fulton said that the city met with some bike enthusiasts to see where “money” should be 

placed.  The results of the discussion are the trail “priorities” shown in the [Proposed On-

Street Bicycle Facilities map.]  Some of the bike ped plans roads are owned by Dakota 

County.  Dakota County has no policies regarding bike lanes.  (No bike lane work on 

Dakota County roads can be done until Dakota County decides what their policy is.)  

County roads like Oakdale, Dodd and Delaware are important corridors that bicyclists use.  

The plan will continue to develop over time.  The cost of the bike ped plan is 6-7 million 

dollars.  Council talked wanted to instate a 10- year assessment district.  However, MN law 

states that an assessment district can only be held for 5 years.   

 

City Engineer Rezac shared his thought process behind the proposed on street bicycle plan.  

Since there is no bike lane policy in West St. Paul, Rezac used MnDOT policies to form the 

plan. There would need to be 12-foot lanes for designated striped bike lanes with a 4-foot 

minimum separation.  For sharrows, drivers will share the road with bicyclists. There are 

limitations with striping lanes especially with crosswalks.  For roads that are not wide 

enough, roads could feature a sharrow on one side and a striped bike lane on the other.  Safe 

Routes to Schools routes will feature sidewalks and trails through Bidwell Street and 

Wentworth Avenue.   
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Member Bellows commented that there needs to be “sharrow” education. People need to 

learn that bicycles should ride in the middle of the road because there is not enough room 

for cars and bikes to be side-by-side.  Clpn. Halverson affirmed Bellows’ comment and said 

that sharrows are not be the safest but will eventually promote more bicycle awareness.  

People will slow down once they know that there are sharrows.  Fulton said that the 

sharrows are not long-term solutions.  The key thing for the committee to focus on is 

connections to trails to different areas of the city.   

 

The trails will be put in as soon as possible (this year) with the recommendations from the 

committee.   

 

After some discussion regarding the streets including on-street parking, and street width and 

connections to other trails, Chair Petrasek summarized the wishes of the committee.   

 

The advisory committee recommends: 

 

 the city [institute] north-south bike lanes on Charlton from Marie to Butler Avenue 

moving the bike lanes to Ohio at Moreland and continuing to Annapolis.  

 the city [institute] north-south bike lanes on Livingston from Marie to Thompson 

Avenue, (removing any parking on Livingston,)   

 the city [institute] a westbound bike lane on Bernard from Oakdale to Dodd and 

eastbound bike lane on Moreland from Delaware to Oakdale, and  

 educating the public through various sources on changes on the various streets.   

 

Information regarding the new bike routes can be disseminated at the Night to Unite parties 

and through safety camp. The West St. Paul Neighbor’s page was also mentioned.  .  Fulton 

said that the council would discuss the changes and have citizens speak at the regular 

council meetings. 

 

Lynch made a motion to recommend the changes summarized by Petrasek.  The 

motion carried.  All Ayes. 

 

3. OLD BUSINESS- ART PARK UPDATE 
 

Schletty reported that there were some minor changes in the plan for the Art Park.  The plan 

was put before Council at their last OCWS meeting.  Council would like to “cut out some of 

the fat” and reduce the budget of the proposed plan. Fulton said that Council has authorized 

the city to get bids on the work.  Fulton said that one of the “moveable items” is the 

proposed retaining wall.  The wall (and other changes, including fiber optics) can be done 

but at a later date.  Solar powered panels and boxes can be used in the park as well.  Bellows 

and Member Tesch have been working in the park; Bellows presented a list of possible 

perennial plantings that are pollinator-friendly.  Schletty said that the city can purchase the 

plants at a discounted rate at Gertens.  Schletty suggested that the subcommittee come out 

with a layout for the plants.  (The city could also plant and water the perennials.) 
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Petrasek thanked the subcommittee for their work.   

 

Member Tesch asked about raising funds for the park by having “Legacy” bricks on the 

park path.  Schletty said that this would still be possible after the sidewalk is designed. 

 

4. OTHER 
a. Duck Houses- Member Lynch mentioned that Boy Scout Troop 248 would like to 

build duck houses in one of the city parks.  Lynch was concerned about the 

maintenance of the duck house.  If the houses were built in Mud Lake, then Scout 

Pack 198 could maintain the houses. 

b. Harmon Park Neighborhood Center- Member Ericson mentioned that Harmon 

Park got overloaded with trash over the weekend.  Schletty said that Park 

Maintenance is addressing the problem and the city has a part-time person who 

will “pick-up” the park on the weekends.  The city will also add trashcans to the 

park.  

c. Garlough Park- Lynch saw some fallen trees near the back side of the disc golf 

course.  Schletty will mention this to Park Maintenance staff. 

d. Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) - Member Gausman mentioned that Emerald Ash 

Borer has been found in the city of West St. Paul.  He asked if there was anything 

that committee members could do regarding EAB.  Schletty asked if there were 

anyone interested in taking an inventory of the trees in the parks.  It would be a 

two-hour weekend commitment.  Volunteers would be trained by Karen Sumac.  

 

5. ADJOURNMENT 
The committee members adjourned at 6:56 pm.  The next Park and Recreation Committee 

meeting will be held on Tuesday, July 12, 2016 at 5:30 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Sharon G. Hatfield 








