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Minutes 
West St. Paul Environmental committee 

June 1, 2016 
West St. Paul Municipal Center-Administrative Conference Room 

 
1. ROLL CALL 

Committee members in attendance:  Jon Thompson, Jonathan Wagner, Chris Gevara, 
Lauren Smith, Kristy Otte, Jessica Vanella-Friendshuh 
 
Excused: Megan McGuire, Sheila Williams-Ridge 
 
Non-voting members present: Bob Gausman, Pat Armon, Dave Schletty 
 

2. NEW BUSINESS 
a. MINUTES 

The minutes from the May 11 meeting were approved by the committee. 
 

b. SITE PLAN APPROVAL, 963 Robert Street South 
Schletty talked about the site plan for 963 Robert Street South.  The property 
owner wants to add more parking lot space to the site.   Based on the exterior 
linear feet of the site, twenty-eight trees are required for the lot.  The applicant 
is proposing a total of fifteen deciduous trees and five ornamental trees.  (This 
totals twenty trees.) There will be a secondary entrance to the parking lot and a 
realignment of Haskell Avenue as well.   
 
Thompson sent some questions regarding the storm water pond.  He asked if it 
was typical for non- governmental entities to have storm water ponds.  Schletty 
said yes.  A storm water pond is cheaper more attractive and easier to maintain.  
Thompson asked, “Will the storm water pond hold run-off form the parking lot?” 
Schletty said yes.  Thompson asked, “Are there plans to do plantings about the 
pond?”  Schletty said yes.  It’s basically a rain garden.  There will be no standing 
water. 
 
The committee discussed the reduced number of trees.  The committee 
questioned why the site plan was not following [code.]  One member was 
“irked,” that the city has code but plans “keep deviating.”  It was suggested to 
have property owners put money into a [tree fund] in order to offset the 
reduced number of tree plantings.  The committee talked about having a future 
discussion about a possible ordinance [for a tree fund.] 
 
A motion was made to recommend that the developer fulfill the required 
number of 28 trees for the site plan. An amendment was made to strongly 
encourage that native plantings/ pollinator friendly plantings and plantings 
that have not been treated with harsh pesticides that have been shown to be 
detrimental to pollinators be used in the site plan.  The motion and the 
amendment were approved.   

 



Environmental Committee Meeting 
June 1, 2016 
Page 2 
 

3. OLD BUSINESS 
a. ARBOR DAY RECAP 

Otte said that she like the wheel game.  She said that it would have been “nice to 
have more people.” Gevara said that it was at half attendance. Advertising for 
the event is primarily through Garlough School.  She liked the variety of plants 
and herbs that were given away as prizes.  She commended Thompson on his 
work for the Arbor Day Celebration.  Polly Sansen of Garlough School sent a 
thank-you to the city for their participation.  Otte said that the tree planting 
ceremony was a “powerful moment.”  Next year to encourage more 
participation, the city may consider advertising through school district news.   
 

b. PRIORITY TOPICS 
i. EMERALD ASH BORER (EAB) 

Schletty said that at the last OCWS meeting, Council talked about an RFP 
to line up companies to do tree treatments (injections) for the budgeted 
funds.  Michael Orange was at this meeting.   
 
Margo commented that St. Louis Park’s EAB program treats the sickest 
trees first.  There would be less “shock” if only the sickest trees were 
removed first.  The city would not “take out the whole block” of trees.  
Schletty reported that three trees have been taken down so far.  Some 
residents have called regarding receiving discounted rates for tree 
injections.  The RFP would include discounted rates for residents.   
Schletty added that treatment is not a bad option for quality trees.  Some 
residents have called about paying for their boulevard trees to be 
injected.   
 
Mendota Heights, South St. Paul and Inver Grove Heights currently do not 
have any EAB plans in place.   
 

ii. BICYCLE PEDESTRIAN PLAN- The chair asked about the Bicycle Pedestrian 
(Bike Ped) Plan.  She said that it was at a “stand still.”  The city has said 
that working with the County is “tough.”  Armon said he would like to see 
it get moving.  The city is attacking “low-hanging fruit” first and painting 
bike lanes.   
 

iii. COMMUNITY GARDENS-The committee discussed having a community 
hops garden like Minneapolis. 
 

iv. STORMWATER MANAGEMENT-The committee would like the City 
Engineer to come to a meeting to discuss stormwater management.   
 

v. COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP ON OTHER WEST ST. PAUL COMMITTEES- 
Committee members talked about having membership on other city 
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committees.  Membership on other committees would require that 
Council modify by-laws. 

 
4. OTHER/MISCELLANEOUS 

a. Next Meeting-The committee decided to cancel the July meeting.  If Schletty 
needs input from the committee, (i.e. plan review), he will email members.   The 
committee will discuss gardens, recycling and plastics at the August meeting. 

b. Golf Course Update- The golf course “days are numbered.”  Decisions regarding 
the land are complicated, especially since part of the land is owned by the YMCA.  
The YMCA needs to finish their assessment regarding their future location.  

c. Buckthorn Removal- Gausman talked about the importance of removing 
buckthorn.   He mentioned the city land at the Wentworth Library.  Schletty said 
that the buckthorn is a problem but the removal would cost twenty thousand 
dollars.  Hauling the buckthorn present many challenges as well.  Committee 
members talked about forming volunteer groups to tackle the problem. 

 
5. ADJOURNMENT 

With no other business before the Committee and with no objections, the 
Environmental Committee meeting was adjourned at approximately 6:04 pm. 

 



 
TO:     ENVIRONMENTAL COMM. 
THROUGH: PARK & REC SUPERINTENDENT  
FROM:   ASSISTANT COMM. DEV. DIR.   
DATE:    SEPTEMBER 2, 2016  
            

SUBJECT:   
 
CASE #16-11 – Site Plan review for 1675 Livingston 

 

 
REQUEST 

 

Review Landscape Plan and provide recommendations to the Planning 
Commission/Council 

 
BACKGROUND 
 

The Dakota County CDA has submitted plans for Site Plan review to construct an 
addition to their parking lot at 1675 Livingston Ave.  The parking lot addition will add 
an additional 13 parking stalls.  The modification to the parking lot will require the 

loss of three existing trees as noted in the attached site plan. 
 

The Zoning Ordinance requires that the property owner replace 30 percent of the 
caliper inches removed of all quality trees.  As a result, Staff will be recommending 
that a condition of approval per this requirement. 

 
Staff is requesting a recommendation from the Environmental Committee should the 

committee have recommendations pertaining to planting types and/or locations. 
 

ATTACHMENT 

 
Submitted Plan 

 

TIMELINE 
 

September 20: PC public hearing 
September 26: CC public hearing 
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TO:     ENVIRONMENTAL COMM. 
THROUGH: PARK & REC SUPERINTENDENT  
FROM:   ASSISTANT COMM. DEV. DIR.   
DATE:    SEPTEMBER 2, 2016  
            

SUBJECT:   
 
CASE #16-13 – Site Plan review for 5 Marie Ave E. 

 

 
REQUEST 

 

Review Landscape Plan and provide recommendations to the Planning 
Commission/Council 

 
BACKGROUND 
 

Harrison Dental has submitted plans for Site Plan review to construct an addition to 
north side of their existing building and make modifications to their existing parking 
lot at 5 Marie Ave E.   

 
Based on the exterior linear feet of the newly created property, code requires a total of 

40 trees on-site (1 tree per 20 lineal ft. of property). The existing property has total of 
15 trees on-site (minus trees being removed).  The applicant is proposing a total of 9 
new quality trees (7 deciduous trees and 2 coniferous trees).  Staff is comfortable with 

the proposed landscaping despite the reduction in required trees.  Staff believes that 
the proposed plan distributes trees appropriately in areas where they can be located 

plus the applicant is proposing a total of 44 additional shrubs for the site. 
 

With that said, Staff is requesting a recommendation from the Environmental 

Committee should the committee have recommendations pertaining to planting types 
and/or locations. 

 

ATTACHMENT 
 

Submitted Landscape Plan 
 

TIMELINE 

 
September 20: PC public hearing 

September 26: CC public hearing 
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TO:     ENVIRONMENTAL COMM. 
THROUGH: PARK & REC SUPERINTENDENT  
FROM:   ASSISTANT COMM. DEV. DIR.   
DATE:    SEPTEMBER 2, 2016  
            

SUBJECT:   
 
CASE #16-12 – Site Plan review for 963 Robert St. 

 

 
REQUEST 

 

Review Landscape Plan and provide recommendations to the Planning 
Commission/Council 

 
BACKGROUND 
 

Sherman Associates has submitted plans for Site Plan review to construct an 
addition to their parking lot at 963 Robert St.  The parking lot addition will provide 
access to and from the newly aligned Haskell St. and provide room for a stormwater 

pond. 
 

Based on the exterior linear feet of the newly created property, code requires a total of 
28 trees on-site (1 tree per 20 lineal ft. of property). The applicant is proposing a total 
of 15 deciduous trees at 2.5 caliper inches and 5 ornamental trees at 2.5 caliber 

inches for a total of 20 trees.  Staff is comfortable with the proposed landscaping 
despite the reduction in required trees.  Staff believes that the proposed plan 

distributes trees appropriately in areas where they can be located plus the applicant 
is proposing a total of 85 perennials and shrubs for the site. 

 

With that said, Staff is requesting a recommendation from the Environmental 
Committee should the committee have recommendations pertaining to planting types 
and/or locations. 

 
ATTACHMENT 

 
Submitted Landscape Plan 

 

TIMELINE 
 

September 20: PC public hearing 
September 26: CC public hearing 



Drawing name: X: A2012\ 120116\ plan sheets\ Planning Submittal\ 1201161and. dwq May 27,  2016 - 11: 32am
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Priority Topics: 
1. Walkable City - Trails and sidewalks, Robert Street and the lack of 

neighborhood grocery store, (“Food Desert”) were grouped under 
Walkable City. 
 

2. Pollinators 
 

3. A.   Community Gardens/Gardening 
B.   City Code Modifications (Residential Lakes and water control   
issues were grouped under city code modifications.)   
C. Recycling (including organics) 
D. Storm Water Management 

 
4. A.  Styrofoam/Plastic bag Bans 

 B.  Thompson Oaks Golf Course/Preserving Green Space 
 
 
Other Topics: 

 Outdoor Play and Education 

 Mud Lake Clean-up and commercial applicators  

 Invitations to Bike and walking clubs 




