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MINUTES 

WEST ST. PAUL PARKS & RECREATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING 

March 8, 2016 

 

Park & Rec. Members Present:  Bonnie Bellows, Brandi Hoffman, Mike Petrasek, Bob 

Gausman, Laura Tesch, Dave Lynch 

 

Non-voting Members Present:  Clpn. Jenny Halverson, Assistant Parks and Recreation Director, 

Dave Schletty; Parks and Public Works Secretary, Sharon G. 

Hatfield 

   

1. REVIEW/APPROVE MINUTES 

Chair Petrasek called the meeting to order at 5:31 pm.  The minutes from the February 9, 2016 

meeting were approved by the committee.  

2. NEW BUSINESS  

a. Discussion and Planning For Easter Celebration 

Asst. Dir. Schletty informed the committee that the registration numbers for the Easter 

Celebration are very low.  There are only five children registered for the evening event 

and only seventeen children registered for the morning event.  Last year there were 71 

children registered for the evening event and 64 children registered for the morning 

event.  Schletty asked the committee for their opinion on what to do especially because 

the deadline for ordering supplies is imminent.   

 

Committee members talked about advertising for the Easter Celebration.  A couple of 

members said that they did not receive their newsletters until recently.  The city website 

does not advertise the Easter Celebration.  The committee discussed whether or not it was 

too late to get fliers to the school district.  Schletty said that the fliers would need to be in 

both English and Spanish; it would be too late to get fliers to the school district by this 

Friday.   

 

Petrasek asked what the desire of the committee is.  He said that if we do something, the 

evening and the morning event will need to be combined.  A committee member said that 

they wanted a “crawler” about the celebration on the front page of the city website.  The 

registration should be opened up until noon on Thursday.  Schletty will send a copy of 

the flier to committee members.  Member Hoffman suggested having a Facebook event.  

This is easy to share with everyone.  Committee members agreed that if the Easter 

Celebration has less than 30 registrations, the events will be combined to the Saturday 

morning.  There will be a craft project and then an egg hunt.  There will be a shorter 

session for the craft session this year.  The committee suggested that a check-in list be 

done for the children and once all the children are entered, the egg hunt should 

commence.  Schletty will work with Dan Nowicki on advertising the event.   

 

Member Lynch said that his wife will volunteer to be the Easter Bunny again.    Member 

Gausman said that the West St. Paul Royalty princesses were a nice addition at a previous 

celebration.  Petrasek will ask the Hockey Boosters for funding.   

 

3. OLD BUSINESS 

a. Art in the Park 
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Schletty reported that Darin [Rezac], Civil Engineer is updating the CAD drawings for 

the Oakdale Butler Art Park lot.  Darin has not been able to do the updating yet; “he’s 

been busy with I/I stuff.”  Schletty said that the Street Superintendent suggested “tying” 

in the Art Park construction with the Marthaler Park improvements.  In this way, the city 

may get better construction pricing, (than will separate project bids.)  Clpn. Halverson 

said, “Absolutely, not.”  The Marthaler Park improvement funding may not “go through.”  

Petrasek would like the momentum to keep going for the art park.   

 

Bellows asked about the pricing with the park signs.  Schletty said that the cost of all the 

signs is one hundred thousand dollars.  The signs cost about 13-14 thousand dollars each.  

Hoffman asked if maps could be embedded in the signs to show the trail system.  

Halverson asked about labeling the fields better in Harmon Park.  [Bellows later asked 

when the committee would be looking at plans for Marthaler Park; Schletty said probably 

in another two meetings.] 

 

Schletty said that Rezac is concerned with disturbing the root systems of the trees in the 

Oakdale Butler lot.  He suggested putting trail around the existing trees in a serpentine 

fashion.  Halverson asked about getting fiber optic lighting embedded into the trail.  

Schletty said it was a “matter of finding the right contractor.” 

 

4. OTHER 

a. Thompson Oaks Golf Course Schletty said that the golf course will open this Saturday. 

 

5. ADJOURNMENT 

The committee members adjourned at 6:16 pm.  The next Park and Recreation Committee 

meeting will be held on Tuesday, April 12, 2016 at 5:30 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Sharon G. Hatfield 

 




















